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REPORT OF THE CHAIR ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE AN INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR UNIVERSAL CIVIL REGISTRY 
AND THE “RIGHT TO IDENTITY”
I. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GROUP
At its thirty-seventh regular session, held in Panama in June 2007, the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2286 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity.” That resolution instructed the Permanent Council, in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to form a working group to prepare an Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right of Identity.” Accordingly, the Working Group was established on August 30, 2007. It elected as its Chair Minister Luís Javier Campuzano, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Mexico to the OAS.
II. OFFICERS
At its first meeting, held on October 5, 2007, the Working Group proceeded to elect the two vice chairs by acclamation:  Sarah Hankins, Alternate Representative of the United States as First Vice Chair and Luis Exequiel Alvarado Ramírez, Alternate Representative of Nicaragua, as Second Vice Chair. 
The Group’s draft work plan was presented and adopted at that meeting. Subsequently, the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of the OAS General Secretariat presented the Draft Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity” contained in CAJP/GT/DI-2/07 corr. 1.
III. PROCEEDINGS
· Start of negotiation of the Draft Program
Negotiation of the Draft Program got under way at the next meeting of the Working Group, on October 29, 2007. In accordance with the guidelines contained in operative paragraph 4 of the aforementioned General Assembly resolution on the subject (AG/RES. 2286 (XXXVII-O/07), the Program comprises the following objectives and concrete actions:
1. Universalization and accessibility of civil registry and the right to identity 
2. Strengthening of policies, public institutions, and legislation
3. Citizen participation and awareness
4. Identification of best practices
5. International and regional cooperation
Likewise, it comprises a mission, the aforementioned objectives and concrete actions, and five strategies.
Negotiation of the Draft Program continued during the next meeting of the Working Group, on November 16, 2007. On that occasion, the Working Group examined the contributions of the delegations of Colombia, the United States, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Member states were also asked to submit any suggestions they might have as to participants in the meeting to receive contributions to the Draft Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the Right to Identity, to be held n December 5.
At the same time, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2286 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the ‘Right to Identity’,” the competent organs, specialized agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, as well as the member states, were invited to forward their contributions relevant to the work of the Working Group to Prepare the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity.” In the Working Group meeting of November 16, 2007, the member states agreed to extend that participation in the activities of the Working Group to civil society organizations wishing to send, in writing, their recommendations and contributions for the Draft Program.
· Meeting to receive inputs for the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity”
On December 5, 2007, pursuant to operative paragraph 9 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2286 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the ‘Right to Identity’,” the Chair of the Working Group convened a meeting to receive contributions to the aforementioned Draft Program.
The purpose of that meeting was to have distinguished experts from the competent organs, specialized agencies and entities of the inter-American system, as well as from civil society, to cast light on the five objectives of the Draft program, from both theoretical and practical perspectives. Among the participants were representatives of the civil registries of Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, and Panama, who described progress made in their countries’ registry offices and the challenges they will face in the future. Also attending were experts on the subject from a number of international organizations, such as UNICEF, the IDB, UNHCR, IIN/IACI, and the OAS. The panelists spoke about the actions being undertaken by their organizations to promote the universalization of civil identity in the region. For their part, representatives of civil society organizations working in this area explained how they viewed the issue and made suggestions regarding the various aspects addressed in the Program. All the contributions were very useful for preparing the Draft Program.
The agenda for that meeting can be found in document CAJP/GT/DI-11/07 rev. 2 and the final report is in document CAJP/GT/DI-20/08.
· Continuation of negotiations on the Program and consideration of the contributions received
Following the meeting to receive contributions, the Working Group met on seven occasions to continue negotiations on the Draft Program. Those meetings took place on the following dates in 2008: January 18, February 8, February 29, March 3, March 19, March 31, and April 11.
At those meetings, the Working Group reviewed not just the contributions received at the meeting on December 5 but also written comments from the following organizations:  Instituto de Defensa Legal (Lima, Peru), University of West Indies (Cave Hill, Barbados), Instituto Nacional de Lenguas Indígenas (Mexico) and Programa de Nombres Indígenas (Argentina).  The consolidated text containing the contributions from civil society organizations is classified as CAJP/GT/DI-18/08.

The Working Group also considered contributions from the delegations of Colombia (CAJP/GT/DI-6/07), the United States (CAJP/GT/DI-7/07), the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (CAJP/GT/DI-14/07), and the Dominican Republic (CAJP/GT/DI-22/08).
· Pilot plan proposal to create the Inter-American Virtual Forum for Universal Civil Registry and the Right to Identity
During the Working Group’s meeting of March 31, 2008, a representative of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the General Secretariat presented a pilot scheme proposal for the creation of an inter-American virtual forum on universal civil registry that would seek to be a practical tool for promoting discussion, fostering and sharing experiences and lessons learned, and knowledge on the subject of identity and civil registry in the region. That proposal is to be found in document CAJP/GT/DI-26/08, which was distributed to member states, for them to evaluate and comment on.
· Report on progress made in the implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding between the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (GS/OAS), and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) for cooperation in the area of citizen registration.

At the Working Group’s meeting of April 11, 2008, pursuant to the mandate of resolution AG/RES. 2286 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the ‘Right to Identity,’” the General Secretariat presented a report detailing the various activities that the OAS has engaged in cooperation with the IDB and UNICEF in the framework of the aforementioned Memorandum of Understanding signed by the three organizations on August 8, 2006. That report can be found in document CAJP/GT/DI-29/08.
IV. PRESENTATION OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION

At the meeting of April 11, 2008, the Working Group concluded the negotiations and approved the Draft Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity”.

In this report, the Working Group presents for consideration by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs a draft resolution, document CAJP/GT/DI-28/08 rev, 3, approved ad referendum at the meeting of April 28, 2008, entitled “Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the ‘Right to Identity’,” presented by the delegations of Peru and Mexico. In that draft resolution, the General Assembly resolves to adopt the attached Inter-American Program.
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