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The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the Organization of American States has the honor to address the Honorable Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, to respond to the methodological query contained in Note GT/RDI 1/10.



On that subject, this delegation wishes to state that, after much reflection and in the hope of contributing to progress in the negotiation process, Cost Rica supports the idea of a Convention as proposed by Antigua and Barbuda, together with an Additional Optional Protocol that would include the diverse forms of discrimination and intolerance.


While underscoring the utmost importance of continuing to address issues relating to discrimination and intolerance by means of a special instrument, Costa Rica recognizes the particular relevance that the subject of racism and of efforts to combat it has for the countries of the Hemisphere.  In particular, Costa Rica is pleased to express its willingness to work with the countries of CARICOM on the preparation of pertinent international legal instruments that address these matters of shared concern by means of a broad and participatory process encompassing all member states and civil society.


To that end, the Costa Rican mission likewise supports the observations by the delegation of Mexico to the effect that both the Convention and the Protocol(s) must be negotiated and adopted at the same time.


The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Mr. Danilo González,

Minister-Counselor of the Permanent Mission of

Costa Rica to the Organization of American States and

Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Inter-American Convention

  against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
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