PAGE  
- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CE/AM/INF. 24/08



1 May 2008

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES
TEXTUAL
REPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE 
OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE OAS

IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES CARRIED OUT ON MIGRATION

PRELIMINARY REPORT
INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE PROMOTION AND 

PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS
During 2007, the Department of Education and Culture carried out the following activities related to the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and their Families
1) Online Bulletin on Education for Human Rights

The Inter American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, managed by the Department that I am privileged to lead, aims to strengthen a culture of democracy in the hemisphere through education; the Program has three active components – research, professional development, and exchange of information.

The Program’s on-line bulletin featured a special edition in 2007 on the topic of Education for Human Rights. The bulletin offers various resources (practical and legal) for education policymakers and practitioners interested in promoting educational policies and programs with a focus on human rights.  An important component of many of these educational resources includes addressing the human rights of marginalized populations such as migrants.
2) Participation in Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education focused on Human Rights Education May 31-June 2, Panamá city, Panamá.
The Department participated actively in the Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education convened by the Government of Panama and the Inter-American Institute for Human Rights (IIDH) prior to the 2007OAS General Assembly. This meeting focused on sharing the policies and programs of member states in Human Rights Education; as well as on introducing the IIDH´s new curriculum materials for teaching human rights to young people ages 10 to 14.  The meeting declaration highlights the importance of securing the human rights of vulnerable populations including refugees, migrants and displaced persons. 

3) Finally, our Department is executing a multilateral analytic project on early childhood education, and a related project funded by the Bernard Van Leer Foundation of the Netherlands, to shine special attention on early childhood education and care programs in indigenous, rural and border communities in five member states (Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Peru and Venezuela).  Some members of the population to be examined in the research are families, some of whom are migrants, along the borders of these member states.

In 2008, the following activities are planned:
1. Youth Consultation for General Assembly (GA) 2008


The DEC is exploring the possibility of working in collaboration with other OAS areas to carry-out a consultation of youth throughout the hemisphere on the central topics of the GA declaration in 2008 (the overall theme of the GA is “Youth and Democratic Values”.  The UN estimates that young people comprise around 18 per cent of the population in Latin America and about 17 per cent of all intraregional migrants (Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and Organización Iberoamericana de Juventud, 2004).  Therefore the consultation will consider capturing the views, needs, priorities of not only youth but youth who comprise various migrant population categories.  The results of the consultation will be presented in an executive report sometime during 2008. 

2. Publication and dissemination of a Policy Brief in 2008, within the context of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, on citizenship education policy and programs targeting marginalized populations including migrants.  

3. Continued execution of the two early childhood education projects in execution in 2007.  “Tendencies in Transition Policies in Rural, Indigenous and Border Communities” with support of the Bernard Van Leer Foundation of the Netherlands, focuses on early childhood education and care programs in indigenous, rural and border community populations in five countries; some of the population described are migrants.  We will have, by the end of 2008, national reports from Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru with pertinent information on attention to young children in these communities, some of which will specifically address topics including internal migration.  Should it be possible to augment the number of countries participating (if additional resources are found), a clearer regional picture could emerge.
Because it is so difficult to develop reliable statistics both on migrant populations and on educational services to children below the age of primary education, we hope this study will be a contribution to better understanding of the characteristics of these populations and the services they receive with respect to early childhood care, development and education.
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