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I.
Mandates
The Special Committee on Migration Issues will analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law. [AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07)]

II.


To carry out its work, the Special Committee will incorporate cross-cutting gender and human rights perspectives.

III.


Pursuant to its mandate, the Special Committee will analyze migration issues with a view to fostering international cooperation, taking into account their political, social, economic, cultural, integrational, security, health, labor, and regulatory aspects, as well as any other aspect it considers relevant in accordance with AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07).

IV.


The Special Committee will carry out its activities in close consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and other regional and international agencies.

The Special Committee will carry out its work in stages.  Prior to the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, the Special Committee will conduct, inter alia, the following activities:

1.
Prepare a migration "mapping" effort, by gathering information and producing a matrix of existing legal frameworks and, as appropriate, migration regulations, policies and programs for OAS countries, with a view to creating a compendium of best practices with respect to migration. That “map” will be prepared by the General Secretariat, with the assistance of experts and specialized agencies, for consideration and approval by the Special Committee.

2.
Exchange information on migration flows within the Hemisphere to promote horizontal cooperation among member states.

3.
Hold a Special Forum on Migration Issues on April 17, 2008, at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat to discuss the following topics:

a. Migration trends in the Americas

b. Migration and human rights

c. Migration: economic, health, labor, social, cultural, and security aspects

V.
Methodology for follow up to the Work Plan


The Special Committee will hold two meetings per month, with the possible participation of experts from member states who would share national experiences on migration issues.  At these meetings, as a guide for future work, the Secretariat could provide information on the work already carried out by the Organization.

The Committee will seek and encourage the participation of academics in each of its meetings in the form of a presentation on the topic to be covered.

When its members consider it appropriate to do so, the Special Committee may establish working groups for specific tasks.

VI.
Calendar of meetings from January to May 2008
	DATE
	TIME
	ROOM

	Tuesday, January 22, 2008
	10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
	Bolívar

	Thursday, January 31, 2008
	10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
	Bolívar

	Thursday, February 21, 2008
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
	Bolívar

	Thursday, February 28, 2008
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
	Bolívar

	Friday, March 7, 2008
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
	Guerrero

	Thursday, March 13, 2008 
	9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
	Guerrero

	Thursday, April 10, 2008
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
	Bolívar

	Thursday, April 17, 2008
Special Forum on Migration Issues
	9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
	Bolívar

	Friday, April 25, 2008
	10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
	Guerrero

	Thursday, May 1, 2008
	10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
	Bolívar

	Tuesday, May 6, 2008
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
	Bolívar

	Thursday, May 8, 2008
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
	Bolívar

	Thursday, May 15, 2008
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
	Guerrero


María del Luján Flores
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Uruguay
Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues



� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP20219E04�








