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PROGRAM

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Inaugural session



Introductory remarks by:

· Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS and Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues

· Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS

· Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

· Launching of the Migration Information System of the Americas (SIMA)

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

First Panel:  Migration Trends in the Americas
Moderator:  Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS

Speakers: 

· Minister Lorena Escudero, National Secretary of Migration, Republic of Ecuador – “Ecuador’s National Human Development Plan for Migration – A milestone in the development of hemispheric migration policy”

· Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs for Salvadorans Living Abroad

· Dr. Martín Arias Duval, Director, National Office of Migration of Argentina

· Mrs. Elizabeth Ruddick, Citizenship and Immigration Canada

· Jaifa Mezher El Kareh, Director of the Program Colombia Nos Une (Colombia Unites Us), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Colombia

· Mrs. Nan E. Kennelly, Director, Office of Population and International Migration, Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration, United States Department of State

· Mr. Luis Herrera-Lasso, Director General, COPPAN Group

12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Comments by the member states

12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Lunch in the San Martín Room, hosted by the Permanent Mission of Canada

2:30 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Second Panel:  Migration and Human Rights
Moderator:  Ambassador María Zavala Valladares, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS 

Speakers:

· Mr. Edgar Rodríguez, Coordinator of Advisors to the Under Secretariat for Latin America and the Caribbean, Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico

· Mr. Norberto Liwski, Director, Program Areas, Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

· Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

· John Wilson, Principal Legal Officer, Department of International Law of the OAS General Secretariat 

· Mr. Mauricio Vivero, Executive Director, Ayuda

3:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

Comments by member states

3:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Third Panel:  Migration:  Economic, Health, Labor, Social, and Cultural Aspects

Moderator:  Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Acting Representative of Belize to the OAS 

Speakers:

· Armand Pereira, Director, Representative of the International Labour Organization, Washington, D.C.

· Dr. Diego Beltrand, Regional Director, International Organization for Migration (Topic: Migration and Development)

· Dr. Felix Rígoli, Coordinator, Human Resources for Health, Health Systems Strengthening Area, Pan American Health Organization

· Geoff Loane, Head of the Regional Delegation for the United States and Canada, International Committee of the Red Cross

· Mr. Roberto Kozak, Advisor, Ibero-American General Secretariat – “First Meeting of the Ibero-American Forum on Migration and Development, FIBEMYD, Cuenca, Ecuador, April 10 and 11, 2008”

4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Comments by the member states

5:00 p.m.

Closing session



Remarks by:

· Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS and Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues
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