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Proposal for a Workshop on “The Return of Migrants, Challenges and Opportunities”
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Background:

Although the economic crisis has not led to a massive return of migrants to their communities of origin, it has had a major impact on national economies, companies, and workers in both industrialized and developing countries. According to recent estimates by the International Labour Organization, close to 50 million jobs will have been lost worldwide by the end of this year.  Construction, manufacturing, and services are the sectors most affected in some of the most important destination countries for Latin American and Caribbean migrants.
Added to those who return as a result of shrinking job markets in the main destination countries are those who return involuntarily because of deportation orders issued by the authorities of destination countries. 

This new era has posed significant challenges for the countries of origin, which will have to design and promote mechanisms for facilitating the reinsertion of these migrants into job markets, many of which are also depressed because of the current economic crisis, but it has also drawn attention to the clear interrelationship between migration and development, as well as to the opportunities that the return of migrants offer to the development of their communities.
Objective:
To become familiar with and promote the initiatives and programs being carried out in the region to facilitate the reintegration of migrants who return to their countries of origin into the labor market and their communities, with special emphasis on those programs geared toward integrating migrants whose return is involuntary and that incorporate a gender perspective.

Methodology:

The Special Committee will invite member states, members of civil society, as well as specialists and experts in the area to make presentations on successful initiatives.
Outcome:
As a result of this dialogue among member states, experts, academics, and civil society, the Committee, with the support of the Technical Secretariat, will publish a document compiling these initiatives.
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