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Record of the meeting of December 15, 2009


Convened under the chairmanship of Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti and Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), the meeting was called to consider the agenda items contained in document CE/AM-109/09.


The delegations that participated in this meeting were Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, and United States.

1. Adoption of the order of business
As the required quorum was not met, the draft order of business submitted could not be adopted but the Chair moved a motion to take note thereof. 

2. Evaluation of the CEAM

The Committee Chair made the presentation on this item, leading off with a brief overview and then referring to resolution AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09), adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session, and to the mandate contained therein as well as the questionnaire prepared by the Technical Secretariat, which could serve as a basis for a possible evaluation (CE/AM-110/09).

In this regard, the delegation of the United States asked whether the Committee was competent to do the evaluation as the mandate had been given directly to the Permanent Council and that if a working group were to be established, it should be a Permanent Council and not a CEAM working group.
The delegations of Mexico, Peru, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Colombia, Bolivia, Canada, Paraguay, and Brazil thanked the Chair for the presentation, especially as there was not much time left before the next regular session of the General Assembly is held.  They also suggested the possibility of creating an informal working group under the Committee, for the purpose of drafting a questionnaire covering not only the technical component, as is the case with the one presented by the Technical Secretariat, but to also include another approach and political components.  The general consensus was that a working group would be a very useful and effective vehicle and that the delegations should be given more time to study the issue and bring it back to a subsequent meeting of the Committee.


Ms. Araceli Azuara and Ms. Marcia Bebianno of the Migration and Development Program of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) noted that this evaluation was simply a first step towards finding out what has been done and what resulted from the communication, and to hear the views of the countries, so as to be able to bring together all the countries’ perspectives into one document to serve as the first input in this process.  They said they understood the political aspect being underscored but noted that the technical input is needed.  This is a first, internal step intended to inform a broader process.

As the quorum required to take decisions was lacking, the Chair announced that it would continue discussing the issue at a subsequent meeting but that the comments made on the floor were duly noted.
3. Presentation by the Technical Secretariat on preparatory work for the Workshops on the return of Migrants
Ms. Aracely Azuara, of the SEDI Migration and Development Program, made the presentation on this topic, noting that the seminar on Returning Migrants, Challenges and Opportunities would be held on February 4, 2010.  She noted among other things that the global economic crisis had seriously affected economies, companies, and workers in industrialized and developing countries alike, although it had not triggered a massive return of migrants to their communities of origin.  She further stated that, according to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), there were three categories of migrants:  voluntary migrants without bond, bonded voluntary migrants, and involuntary (deported) migrants.  This new era has posed significant challenges for countries of origin but has also helped to highlight the clear link between migration and development.  (See document CE/AM-111/09 on the subject).  She further explained that other agencies, such as CIMADE in France, had been approached and that the IOM had offered two experts on the subject to participate in the meeting of February 4—one from Jamaica and one from Haiti. 
The delegation of Colombia stated that the workshop would be highly beneficial, and that there was some doubt as to what “forced or involuntary return” was, and requested clarification thereon, given that the principle of no return is enshrined in many conventions since the 1951 Convention on Refugees and Asylum. 
The delegation of Mexico asked about the workshop logistics, and especially about the program and name of participants.  Ms. Azuara said that the member states will be asked to provide the Migration and Development Program with the names of participants, based on which they will begin working on the program, for submission by mid-January . 
On behalf of the Committee, the Chair expressed appreciation for the information provided, and proposed that it be noted. It was so decided.

4.
Other business


The Chair noted that there was a change of topic for the January 26 meeting on “Report of the Technical Secretariat on Progress in the Continuous Reporting System on Labor Migration of the Americas (SICREMI),” and the April 20 meeting on “Migration and Gender – Progress Report by the Technical Secretariat on the Model for Caring for Migrant Women Victims of Violence in the Border Region” (Tijuana-San Diego).
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