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The meeting, which was presided over by Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti and Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), was held to consider the items on the order of business.  It was called to order at 2:50 p.m.
1. Adoption of the order of business
The order of business (CE/AM-130/10) was adopted without any changes.
2. Report of the Chair of the Informal Working Group to Evaluate the CEAM
Before giving the floor to the Chair of the Informal Working Group to Evaluate the CEAM, the Chair acknowledged the leadership provided by its Chair and the committed efforts of its members to carry out the task entrusted to it.
Mr. Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada and Chair of the Informal Working Group to Evaluate the CEAM, commented on the conclusions of the Group’s three meetings, on February 19 and 26 and March 5, 2010, which had considered working procedures for conducting the evaluation and agreeing on possible alternative outcomes.
Mr. Giroux reported that four factors had been considered:  the relevance of the CEAM, the effectiveness and efficiency of its work, the impact of its work, and its durability. He indicated the following with regard to each of the factors considered: 
a. Relevance: The participants decided:
· That the subject of migration was extremely relevant in the national context of the OAS member states and should be part of the Organization’s working agenda.
· That the added value the CEAM brought to consideration of the subject was that it provided information and established networks of experts and for the exchange of best practices. 
· That the CEAM should not encourage political debate on migration issues.  

b. Effectiveness and efficiency:
· Although there is no duplication in the activities related to migration in the OAS, there is duplication in the committees to which the Secretariat reports on its activities in this area – [the Secretariat reports to the CEAM and to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)].
· The fact that the Secretariat reports to two different committees is an obstacle to an overall, comprehensive view of migration issues at the OAS and lessens the effectiveness of OAS action in this sphere. 
· Some participants expressed concern about a duplication of activities with other multilateral or international organizations involved in migration issues.
· It was considered desirable to consolidate the system for the presentation of reports. This would result in the creation of a single entity,” “X,” responsible for receiving all reports on various aspects of migration considered by the OAS.  
· However, there were still divergent views on the nature and the creation of entity “X.” One option is to make the consideration of reports on migration matters presented to the CAJP part of the responsibilities assigned to the CEAM. Another is to incorporate the topics for which the CEAM is responsible into those of the CAJP. Yet another option is to transfer responsibilities for migration to the work program of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).  Other options could also be considered. 
c. Impact: The participants:
· Said that it was possible to find anecdotal evidence on the positive impact of the CEAM programs at the national level, but that there was no systematic evidence since the CEAM had only been operating for a short time and a long period of time was needed to assess the impact of its work.  
· Wondered whether the mandate of the CEAM (or on migration issues of entity “X”) should be renewed. They agreed that an effort should be made to identify the expected results or impact and the mechanisms for measuring them.
d. Durability: The participants decided: 
· That the budget of the Regular Fund of the Organization covered a minimum for staff and covered the cost of the operations of the CEAM and its schedule of meetings, thus ensuring its durability.
· However, the costs of activities and programs carried out by the Secretariat on migration issues were essentially covered by specific fund resources, which were only ensured for two additional years. That posed a challenge to the sustainability of those programs and activities.
· In view of that challenge, it would seem preferable to opt for an extension of the mandate of the CEAM (or entity “X”) for two more years and, at the end of that period, to reevaluate the situation.

Mr. Giroux concluded his report by saying that the general position was that migration issues should for the time being continue to be considered at the OAS and should be consolidated through a report system, but that the nature and organizational structure of the body should be defined.

He indicated that the informal group he was chairing would need at least one additional meeting to arrive at a consensus on the parameters of the consolidated structure being considered.

The Committee expressed appreciation for the report and took note of it.  It agreed that the Informal Working Group should continue its work and report on its conclusions and recommendations once it has completed its task. 
3. Preparatory work for the workshop on “Migration to the Americas from outside the Hemisphere:  smuggling, trafficking, refugees, and protection” 
At the outset, the Chair asked the CEAM members whether they agreed to postponing the workshop from March 23 to April 6, 2010. He explained that the request was due to the fact that a number of activities were being held, including one on March 23, with the Haitian diaspora to decide on activities to support the reconstruction of Haiti and that they required his participation.

After consultations on other activities the Organization would hold on the same date and with the support of most delegations, the Committee decided that the workshop would be held on Tuesday, April 6, 2010, from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The program for the workshop was being handled by Mrs. Araceli Azuara, Coordinator of the Migration and Development Program of the Department of Social Development and Employment. She introduced document CE/AM-129/10, which outlined aspects of the subject that would be covered by special guests. She asked the delegations for their comments and observations and reiterated the request that they return the related questionnaire that had been sent to them.
The representatives of Costa Rica, Canada, Mexico, Colombia, and Peru commented on the title of the workshop. After consideration of some proposals, it was decided that the title that best met the interests of the member states and that could reflect the different types of migration was: “Migration to the Americas from outside the Hemisphere.” The Committee decided on that title for the workshop.
The Alternate Representative of Costa Rica, Mr. Danilo González, announced that Dr. Mario Zamora, Director General of Migration and Foreign Status and the future Vice Minister of Government of his country, had confirmed that he would take part in the workshop. 

The Alternate Representative of Mexico, Mrs. Flor de Lis Vásquez, requested that consideration be given to including the African perspective in the presentations made at the Workshop.
The Committee decided that the “Workshop on Migration to the Americas from outside the Hemisphere” would be held at OAS headquarters on April 6, 2010, and approved the program presented (CE/AM-129/10).
4. Report of the Secretariat on progress in collecting information to build the database of legal frameworks
Mrs. María G. Moreno, a Development and Migration Program expert, presented the report on the progress made by the program to build the Database of Legal Frameworks, Regulations, Policies, and Programs on Migration in the Americas.
Mrs. Moreno reported on progress made in implementing the database and, at the same time, reminded the member states present that the CEAM meeting held on December 2, 2009, had given a green light to the distribution of a survey to gather legal information on regulatory frameworks on migration.  She also reminded them that on December 3 of that year, Mr. Francisco Pilotti, Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment, the unit where that Technical Secretariat was located, had sent a letter to the permanent missions asking for their support in ensuring that the survey was answered by their respective governments and returned to the Secretariat, if possible by January 31, 2009.
Mrs. Moreno reported that completed questionnaires had been received from nine countries and thanked the representatives of Argentina, Belize, Chile, Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Suriname for their support for the project.  

She drew attention once again to the importance of the database on legal frameworks on migration in the countries and emphasized that it would be developed to identify the essential components of those legal frameworks through the compilation of national laws and international instruments. These will provide the OAS member countries with a tool for analysis and consideration with a view to the design of their public policies on migration. They will also be useful in developing comparative tables of the status of ratification of, reservations to, and deposits of international treaties applicable to the inter-American system of human rights for migrants.
The Technical Secretariat added that the survey and a brief description of the project would be redistributed to enable the permanent missions of the member states to forward them to their appropriate authorities.

The Chair of the Committee appealed to delegations to support collection of the information needed to build the Database of Legal Frameworks, Regulations, Policies, and Programs on Migration in the Americas.

5.
Other business

There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
6.
Delegations
The following delegations took part in the meeting:
Argentina
Bahamas (The)
Belize
Brazil
Canada
Colombia
Costa Rica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Guatemala
Haiti
Mexico
Panama
Peru
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Suriname
Uruguay
Venezuela
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