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ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
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10 May 2010


SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish

N O T I C E

The Secretariat of the Permanent Council presents its compliments to the permanent missions and hereby informs them that the informal working group responsible for deliberations on the draft resolution “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas,” presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico, will meet on Wednesady, May 12, at 1:30 p.m., in the Miranda Room.

In preparation for that meeting, a new version of the working documents is attached.  This new version includes proposals considered during the meeting held May 6, 2010. 

WORKING DOCUMENT – VERSION REV. 2 – 05/10/10
Draft Resolution

MIGRANT POPULATIONS AND MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE AMERICAS
(PRESENTED BY THE DELEGATION OF MEXICO)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09), “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas”;
RECALLING WITH SATISFACTION the decision taken by the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) at its meeting of October 24, 2007, to establish the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) in order to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law;
RECALLING the important work of the OAS in promoting and protecting the human rights of migrant workers and their families;
RECALLING ALSO the adoption, by resolution AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05), of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families;
RECALLING FURTHER resolution CIM/RES. 252 (XXXIV-O/08) of the Inter-American Commission of Women, adopted in November 2008, which urged the CEAM to continue to integrate a gender perspective in its analysis of international migration;
CONSIDERING the importance of continuing the discussion and analysis of human migration, regular and irregular, and migration flows in the Americas and their causes and impact on all member states;

RECOGNIZING that migration is also a reflection of the processes of integration and globalization, and a phenomenon that should be examined from a gender perspective, and with a multilateral and multidimensional approach;
RECOGNIZING ALSO that all member states are countries of origin, transit, and destination of migrants, and the social and economic importance of migration in the member states;
UNDERSCORING the need for, and the importance of, international cooperation to meet the challenges posed by migration, in OAS member countries;
EMPHASIZING the importance for member states of being able to rely on accurate and timely information regarding migrant workers, an important indicator of migratory trends in the Americas, as a basis for formulating public policies, cooperation activities, and the exchange of best practices;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that these migration flows will very likely increase as a result of various social, economic, political, demographic, and other factors, including migration resulting from subregional integration efforts;
TAKING NOTE of the discussions of the CEAM meeting of February 13, 2009, held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08) to identify ways to link the efforts of the OAS to the regional migration consultative processes, such as those of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, and the Specialized Forum on Migration of MERCOSUR; which are reflected in document CE/AM-77/09 rev. 3, and of the results of the special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and Their Families, held on 6 May 2010, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2502 (XXXIX-O/09),
[US and Ca: MINDFUL of the dire financial situation facing the Organization and the responsibility of member states to ensure its financial and institutional integrity by seeking more cost-effective and efficient means [DR: of better financial operation] of addressing issues of importance to member states,] [Ch, Col, Mex, Ven, Arg, Guat, believe operative paragraph 13 covers this concern]
RESOLVES:
1.
To welcome the work that the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) has been doing to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law, in the discussion of such topics as child and youth migration, the education of migrant children and youths, migrants’ return to and reintegration into their communities of origin, migration flows from outside the Hemisphere, and migration and gender.
2 bis.
To request the CEAM to continue integrating a gender perspective in its analysis of migration and also to include the perspective of South-South migration.
3.
To encourage the CEAM and the General Secretariat to continue to fully engage, inform, and consult member states in the process of planning and executing its activities.

3 bis.
To recognize the efforts undertaken by the General Secretariat to develop and implement the work related to migration issues within the Organization, through the Migration and Development Program (MiDE).
3 ter.
To request the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to identify possible areas for the development of international cooperation among countries of origin, transit, and destination of migrants and for [Ca: financial] support by international agencies or organizations.
4.
To reaffirm the importance of data and systems for accurate and timely information on migration to foster strengthening of institutional capacities, cooperation activities, and the exchange of best practices among states. 
5.
To welcome the efforts undertaken by the General Secretariat to contribute to improving information and knowledge about migration flows and trends through implementation of the Continuous Reporting System on International Migration for the Americas (SICREMI). 
6.
To request the General Secretariat to continue to seek ways to link its efforts and share information in the area of migration with the regional processes involved in migration issues, such as the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, the Specialized Forum on Migration of MERCOSUR, the Andean Community of Nations, and other forums, and to report back to the CEAM on the progress made. 

6 bis.
To recognize the cooperation agreements between the OAS General Secretariat and the Ibero-American General Secretariat, as well as with the International Organization for Migration (IOM), for the purpose of contributing to achievement of the objectives of the member states, to the work of the CEAM, and to the exchange of experiences and best practices among the states and international organizations.
7.
To encourage member states to continue exchanging experiences and providing information to the General Secretariat on their existing legal frameworks, regulations, policies, and programs. 


8.
To request the General Secretariat to deepen its work on the subject of the impact of the economic and financial crisis on migrant communities and on prospects in the recovery stage.
9.
To request the General Secretariat to redouble its efforts to develop a database that complements those already available on existing legal frameworks and regulations related to migration, and on the identification and mapping of the different temporary worker programs in which nationals of the member states are engaged, and to report to the CEAM on progress in this regard. 

10.
To urge the CEAM to continue its work [Ca: as the primary forum of the Organization for] on the exchange of information and best practices on migration issues; to instruct it to conclude, in April 2012 [Ca: 2011] [US: January 1, 2011], the evaluation process initiated in the second quarter of 2010, with a view to submitting to the Permanent Council, prior to the forty-second [Ca: forty-first] regular session of the General Assembly [US: April 1, 2011], a proposal for, inter alia, rationalization and unification of the approach to the topic of migration in the OAS, in consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).

11. [US: To instruct the Permanent Council to determine the need to renew the mandate of CEAM before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly and each year thereafter, as needed.]
11 bis. [Ven: To request the General Secretariat to take the necessary steps, during the second half of 2010, to establish CEAM as a permanent forum within the Organization for the exchange of information and best practices on migration issues. These steps should include unifying under CEAM the management of migration issues within the OAS].

12.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second [USA: first] regular session on the implementation of this resolution. , the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
13.
Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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