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The meeting was held under the chairmanship of Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti and Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), to consider the matters on the agenda.  The meeting commenced at 3:05 p.m.


In calling the meeting to order, Ambassador Brutus spoke about the difficult situation that his country and its people were facing in the aftermath of the horrific earthquake that struck the country on January 12, 2010, leaving a massive death toll that included family members of the staff of the Permanent Mission under his leadership.  He expressed his condolences to Ambassador Antonio Rodrigue, Alternate Representative of Haiti to the OAS, who had lost a brother in the tragedy.

1. Adoption of the order of business
The draft order of business, document CE/AM-115/10, was adopted, without changes.

2. Summary progress of the Continuous Reporting System on Labor Migration of the Americas (SICREMI) (document CE/AM-116/10)
Mr. Juan Manuel Jiménez, specialist with the Migration and Development Program (MiDE), Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, made the presentation on this topic. He spoke about the following aspects of the Continuous Reporting System on Labor Migration in the Americas (SICREMI):

· Overall objectives
· Specific objective

· Functioning and methodology

· Preparation of the annual report

· Project phases

· Progress for March 2009

· Schedule of Activities 

· Progress for April - December 2009

· Next steps December 2009 - June 2010

Expressing appreciation for the presentation, the delegation of Costa Rica inquired as to why not all the countries had participated; what selection criteria were used; and what criteria were used for quality control.
In his response, Mr. Jiménez explained that the idea was to find, at the early stage, countries with up-to-date immigration information systems. Technical criteria were used for the selection of countries, and presentations were made at the missions and the governments of those countries have designated SICREMI national correspondents.  With respect to quality control: data were double-checked, as were methodological procedures to observe how data were collected. He also noted that there were problems in obtaining comparative data. There were difficulties in gathering information, and he further noted that the organization had priorities and capacities that depended on costs. Mr. Jimenez stated that a secondary objective of SICREMI was to harmonize statistics over the long term. The methodology is participatory with ongoing support from correspondents. The project cost is quite high, which is why alternative sources of financing must be found.

Stating that irregular migration had to have led to problems of count, the delegation of Bolivia asked about how that issue was being handled.  Mr. Jimenez responded that effort was being made to come up with a long-term solution. 

The Committee took note of the progress report on the SICREMI, presented by the Secretariat, as well as the comments and observations by the delegations.
Presentation by Mr. Ernesto Rodríguez, SICREMI Mexico correspondent 

Mr. Ernesto Rodriguez, Director of the Center for Migration Studies, National Institute on Migration (INAMI) of Mexico, followed with his presentation on that country’s experience with statistics on international migration and the SICREMI (document CE/AM/INF-83/10), highlighting the following points with respect to available statistics:

· The national survey of occupation and employment provides information that has to do with the entry of persons into the labor market

· Administrative records facilitate techniques to measure the phenomenon

· Computerized migration statistics are lacking, and registries generally have no databases

· The data sources do not give a breakdown of people born abroad according to nationality

· The complexities of immigration regulations adversely affect the conceptual clarity for statistics 

He made the following recommendations on the functioning of the SICREMI: 

· Need to consolidate a technical group to guide correspondents

· Creation of methodological reference points to harmonize statistics 

· Promote administrative records improvement and modernization 

· Promote the development of electronic systems

· Encourage complementarity among neighboring countries to clarify the statistics
· Increase training and exchanges of experiences.

Noting the need for internal processes to improve a country’s statistics, the delegation of Canada asked about the operation of the technical team and how the records are used.  Mr. Rodriguez replied that there must be simultaneous processes for improvement of statistics at the regional and internal levels.  The technical group should operate on two levels: a first level with 2 or 4 people (technicians) for methodological and conceptual orientation; and a second level–a committee comprising big countries.

After other comments and questions from the delegations of the United States, Ecuador, and Nicaragua, to which Mr. Rodriguez responded, the Committee took note of the interesting presentation and thanked Mr. Rodriguez for sharing it with the members.

3. Preparatory work for the workshop on “The return of migrants” and for the meeting to discuss the problem of extra-regional migration flows

Ms. Araceli Azuara, Coordinator of Migration and Development Program of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, presented information on both events.  The workshop on “The return of migrants,” was scheduled to be held at the Organization’s headquarters on February 4, 2010 and the meeting on extra-regional migration flows was scheduled for March 2010.

Ms. Azuara explained the format proposed for both events, and gave an update on organizations and experts to be invited, with Committee approval.  She then submitted the document, which served as a backgrounder for the workshop on extra-regional migration in the Americas, document CE/AM-117/10 rev. 1.

Following comments and observations by the delegations of Costa Rica, Canada, Mexico, United States, Colombia, and Panama, it was decided that the document should be revised to include information that addresses the concerns expressed. The Secretariat the published document CE/AM-117/10 rev. 1, to address these concerns.

4. Evaluation of the CEAM

The Chair recalled that at the meeting of December 15, 2009, the Committee had initiated discussions on the mandate in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09), which urged the CEAM to continue its work and instructed the Permanent Council to undertake, in the second quarter of 2010, an evaluation of same that considers, among other things, the rationalizing and unification of the approach to the topic of migration in the OAS.

In this regard, during the above-mentioned meeting, the Chair presented the document “Considerations regarding a proposal for evaluating the Special Committee on Migration Issues of the Organization of American States,” document CE/AM-110/09.

The Chair also stated its understanding that the delegations had conferred among themselves and with national authorities and would agree to an informal working group being installed and open to participation by all interested delegations, to undertake the evaluation and submit its recommendations to the Committee.

The Chair also proposed that the Committee Vice-Chair, Mr. Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada, lead the work of the informal working group.

Agreeing with the two proposals put forth by the Chair, the Committee proceeded to install the Informal Working Group to Evaluate the Special Committee on Migration Issues and decided that Mr. Giroux would be its chair.

The Committee decided that the Informal Working Group must submit its conclusions by March 15, 2010.

Mr. Giroux expressed appreciation for the confidence invested in his delegation and in him, to lead the group’s work, noting that it would convene shortly to start working.

5. Other business

There being no further matters to consider, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 4:58 p.m.

6.
Delegations 

The following delegations attended the meeting:

Argentina

Bahamas

Belize

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Guatemala

Haiti

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

United States 

Uruguay

Venezuela
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