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WORKSHOP “LEARNING FROM EXPERIENCE: BILATERAL COOPERATION IN MIGRATION MANAGEMENT” 

Washington D.C., April 12, 2011

(Presented to the Special Committee on Migration Issues on February 16, 2011)
The CE/AM-150/10 rev.2 Work Plan of the Special Committee on Migration Issues, stipulates the organization of a workshop, titled, “Learning from Experience: Bilateral Cooperation in Migration Management,” directed to staff of the Permanent Missions of the OAS, their Consulates and Embassies, the General Secretariat, and other international organizations, experts and academics interested in this topic. The Migration and Development Program, in its capacity as technical secretariat of this Committee, proposes the following methodology for the development of this workshop:

The workshop will take place over one full work day and has the following objectives:

1. Share experiences in bilateral cooperation related to migration with the goal to learn about the knowledge transfer process, its difficulties and its strengths. 

2. Open a space to learn about different strategies, programs and actions implemented by the Governments of the region in migration management. 

3. Promote horizontal cooperation between the countries of the region. 

The workshop will be composed of the following modules: 

Registration: 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

I.
Opening Remarks:

10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

▪
Ambassador Bernardino Hugo Saguier

Chair, Special Committee on Migration Issues

Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS

▪
José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General of the OAS

II.
Migration Management 

10:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Description:

Migration management refers to the programs and actions taken by governments to respond to the dynamics of human mobility. These actions take the form of public policies, legislation, regulations, and projects directed at regulating human movement across countries. This panel invites the Member States to present experiences related to the formulation of public policies, and the strengthening of institutional and human capacities with regard to: incorporating gender and minority perspectives; border control; migration statistics; temporary employment programs and recruitment; etc.  

Questions and Comments: 11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

III. Services for Migrant Communities: Policies and programs in immigrant integration and for nationals living abroad

11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Description: 

Services aimed at migrant communities have become public policy priorities. In destination countries, these programs are aimed at facilitating economic, social and cultural integration, while in countries of origin, the goal is to attend to the needs of citizens abroad and to recognize and efficiently channel the contributions that migrants make to their countries and communities of origin. Countries that receive immigrants promote integration through educational, social, cultural and naturalization policies. At the same time, countries of origin have created programs and services to attend to their nationals living abroad, as well as, to foster a connection of these emigrants with their country of origin. This panel invites the Member States to demonstrate their experiences in the implementation and institutionalization of the programs and proyects related to these two types of services for migrant communities. 

Questions and Comments: 12:15 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Lunch Break: 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

IV. Labour Mobility and Regional Integration Processes 

2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.
At the sub-hemisferic level, there exist many regional integration agreements: MERCOSUR, CARICOM, CAN, SICA, and NAFTA. These processes have developed a series of regulations to facilitate the free movement of people, the circulation of migrant workers and the allocation of social security benefits related to this movement. This panel invites the Chairs pro tempore of these mechanisms, or their representative, to present successful advances in this subject area. 

Questions and Comments: 2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

V. Migrant Protection

3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m

Description: 
One of the principal challenges facing States, when designing their migration management system, is the protection of migrants; both of those who live or pass through their national territories as well as of their citizens who live abroad. Strategies such as consular networks, special services aimed at youth and children or at women, health programs, victims of trafficking assistance networks, regulations against labour exploitation, etc., are some examples of practices that governments undertake to protect migrants. This panel invites Member States to demonstrate their experiences in the field of migrant protection.   

Questions and Comments: 3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.


IV.
Conclusions and Recommendations
4:00 p.m. – 4:40 p.m

V.
Closing Remarks

4:40 p.m. – 5:00 p.m
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