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I. ESTABLISHMENT, MANDATE, AND OFFICERS

The Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) was established on October 24, 2007, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Belize (CP/INF.5564/07 corr. 1) and in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07). The mandate of the CEAM is to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law.

At its thirty-ninth regular session, the General Assembly adopted a resolution
/ on topics related to the Special Committee on Migration Issues:

1. AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09) “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas”
At its regular meeting of July 7, 2010, the Permanent Council installed the Special Committee on Migration Issues and elected Ambassador Bernardino Hugo Saguier, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, as its Chair in accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure.

At its meeting on September 22 2010, the CEAM elected Mr. Danilo González, Alternate Representative of Costa Rica, to serve as Vice Chair of the Committee.
II. PROCEEDINGS
Pursuant to its mandate and as established in its Work Plan, the CEAM analyzed migration issues with a view to fostering international cooperation, taking into account their political, social, economic, cultural, integrational, security, health, labor, and regulatory aspects, and other aspects deemed relevant.  The Committee carried out its work from its installation and first meeting in September 2010 until May 17, 2011, when it concluded its work for the 2010-2011 period.

The Work Plan also established that the Special Committee would carry out its activities in close consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), and other regional and international agencies.
In order to exchange information on migration flows in the region and promote horizontal cooperation among member states in this matter, the Work Plan provided for regular meetings with the participation of diverse actors and agencies working in the migration area in the Hemisphere. 

As established in the Work Plan, this period of sessions sought to promote cooperation and the exchange of experiences and knowledge among the migration management agencies in order to develop more efficient and effective strategies and public policies, recognizing the essential role of horizontal cooperation.

In this regard, during the 2010-11 period of sessions the CEAM reviewed and studied the possibility of establishing an “Inter-American Cooperation Network for Migration (RICOMI),” taking into account the mandates and work of the CEAM to facilitate the exchange of information and best practices to foster strengthening of institutional and human capacities to respond to the challenges posed by changes in migration.
A. Meetings

The Special Committee held seven meetings, six of which were thematic ones with the participation of experts from member states and other international and regional organizations, who shared their expertise on migration issues.
At the meetings, the Migration and Development Program (MiDE) provided regular updates on progress and objectives reached. At each meeting the General Secretariat made a report to the Committee on the various projects and initiatives it was undertaking in the migration area. 
a. Temporary employment programs for migrant workers
On January 25, the delegations of Guatemala, Ecuador, Mexico, and Belize presented their best practices in the management of temporary work programs. The Technical Secretariat presented the Interactive Map of Temporary Employment Programs for Migrant Workers (MINPET), a tool to provide knowledge about temporary work programs in the region, with statistics, hiring methods, etc. 

This interactive map responded to the Work Plan of the CEAM for 2008-09, which said: “Elaborate a document which compiles the Temporary Worker Programs being carried out in the OAS Member States with a view to disseminate the information of such programs throughout the countries of the Hemisphere. In this regard, the Special Committee will encourage member states to present their Temporary Worker Programs to the members of the Special Committee.”
b. Assistance for unaccompanied minors
On February 16 Ms. María Cecilia Landerreche Gómez Marín, director of the National System for Comprehensive Family Advancement of Mexico, presented the Strategy on Prevention and Assistance for Unaccompanied Migrant and Returnee Children. 
c. Migration legislation
In the effort to consolidate accurate data on migration, the CEAM fulfilled the mandate “to encourage member states to continue exchanging experiences and providing information to the General Secretariat on their existing legal frameworks, regulations, policies, and programs” by implementing the Database of Legal Frameworks, Regulations, Policies and Programs Relating to Migration in the Americas (MILEX).
The Migration and Development Program was asked to develop this electronic platform, which is an invaluable instrument with updated information on international and domestic regulations on the subject, and therefore a useful tool for helping to draft laws, policies, and other instruments on international migration, for supporting lawyers, jurists, activists, researchers, scholars, and students interested in the subject, and for other purposes. 
d. “Education for Migrant Children and Youths”

On March 23 there was a progress report on the project “Education for Migrant Children and Youths” by Leonore García and Maria Cecilia Sleiman of the Office of Education and Culture of the General Secretariat.  They described the status of the project’s implementation, made possible by the contribution from CIDA–Canada.
e. Bilateral Cooperation in Migration Management

On April 11 and 12 there was a workshop on “Learning from Experience: Bilateral Cooperation in Migration Management, which had the following objectives:  share experiences in bilateral cooperation related to migration with the goal of learning about the knowledge transfer process, its difficulties and its strengths; open a space to learn about different strategies, programs, and actions implemented by the governments of the region in migration management; and promote horizontal cooperation between the countries of the region.
Eighteen panelists participated in the event, presenting the experience of their country or organization in four areas:  migration management; services for nationals living abroad; integration policies and programs in destination countries, and migrant protection.
The fruitful sharing of experiences in those two days was a clear example of the potential in terms of meaningful lessons and the opportunities for advisory services and transfer of knowledge that can come from this sort of activity.
This workshop was the first step toward achievement of a broader long-term objective: implementation of the Inter-American Cooperation Network for Migration (RICOMI) (its Spanish abbreviation).
f.
Labor migration
At the meeting on May 17 there was a presentation on labor migration measures implemented by the Ministry of Labor and Employment Promotion of Peru, by Mr Javier Barreda Jara, Deputy Minister of Promotion of Employment Promotion and Vocational Training.
g. Development of the Inter-American Cooperation Network for Migration (RICOMI), document CE/AM/169/11 rev. 1

At the same meeting on May 17, the Delegation of Paraguay presented the proposal: “Development of the Inter-American Cooperation Network for Migration (RICOMI),” document CE/AM/169/11 rev. 1, pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2608 (XL-O/10), which cites resolutions AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09), “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas,” in which the General Assembly resolves in operative paragraph 5 “to reaffirm the importance of data and systems for accurate and timely information on migration to foster strengthening of institutional capacities, cooperation activities, and the exchange of best practices among states” and in operative paragraph 12 “to urge the CEAM to continue its work as the current primary forum of the Organization for the exchange of information and best practices on migration issues.”
The basic objectives stated in the document for the network’s implementation are: 
1. To foster the capacity of member countries to discuss experiences and share knowledge by developing a virtual mechanism that promotes cooperation and the sharing of good practices among the states in the area of migration, and
2. To support promotion and dialogue on migration by strengthening information and migration management systems and coordinating horizontal, bilateral, and regional cooperation programs among the OAS member countries.

The proposal was warmly received by the member states, which pledged to work with the General Secretariat to develop and implement RICOMI, and to make voluntary contributions for the activities it entails.  Immediately after the meeting, the delegation of Uruguay was the first to confirm officially its contribution to RICOMI.
I would like to express my appreciation to the distinguished Vice Chair, Mr. Danilo González, Alternate Representative of Costa Rica , and the delegates for their invaluable contribution to the Special Committee’s work during this period, for their flexibility and spirit of commitment to the subject, which helped us to make progress in fulfillment of our mandate. I would also like to express particular appreciation to the General Secretariat for its unfailing cooperation and support. 
Bernardino Hugo Saguier

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Paraguay
Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues
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GENERAL DOCUMENTS / 

DOCUMENTOS GENERALES

	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas 
/

	· Plan de Trabajo de la Comisión Especial de Asuntos Migratorios para el periodo  2010-2011 
	CE/AM-150/10 rev. 2 
	E,S,F,P

	· “Educación Para Niñas, Niños y Jóvenes Migrantes”

(Presentación de la Oficina de Educación y Cultura ante la CEAM, el 23 de marzo de 2009)
	CE/AM/INF.91/11
	S

	· Propuesta para el desarrollo de una Red Interamericana de Cooperación sobre Migración 


	CE/AM-153/10
	E, S, F, P

	· Propuesta de metodología para el taller -Aprendiendo de experiencias: cooperación bilateral para la gestión migratoria- Washington, D.C., 12 de abril de 2011 (Presentada a la Comisión Especial de Asuntos Migratorios el 16 de febrero de 2011)
  
	CE/AM-164/11
	E, S, F, P

	· Taller -Aprendiendo de Experiencias: Cooperación Bilateral para la Gestión Migratoria- Agenda 


	CE/AM-167/11 rev. 2
	E, S, F, P

	· Propuesta sobre el proyecto de cooperación: "Desarrollo de la Red Interamericana de Cooperación sobre Migraciones (RICOMI) (Propuesta de la delegación de Paraguay con cambios propuestos por la delegación de Canadá) 
	CE/AM-169/11 rev. 1
	E, S, F, P


INFORMATION DOCUMENTS
	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas

	· Presentation by Kendall Belisle, Alternate Representative of Belize to the OAS made before the Special Committee on Migration Issues on January 25, 2011

	CE/AM/INF.88/11
	E

	· Programa de Trabajadores Agricolas Temporales (PTAT) México-Canadá Presentación de la Lic. Flor de Lis Vásquez Muñoz, Representante Alterna de México, hecha ante la Comisión Especial de Asuntos Migratorios el 25 de enero de 2011 

	CE/AM/INF.89/11
	S

	· Estrategia de Prevención y Atención de Niñas, Niños y Adolescentes Migrantes y Repatriados No Acompañados  Presentación hecha por la Lic. María Cecilia Landerreche Gómez Marín, Titular del Sistema Nacional para el Desarrollo Integral de la Familia de México, ante la Comisión Especial de Asuntos Migratorios el 16 de febrero de 2011 
	CE/AM/INF.90/11
	S

	MEETING SUMMARIES

	· Síntesis de la reunión del 22 de noviembre de 2010
	CE/AM-158/10
	S

	· Síntesis de la reunión del 25 de enero
	CE/AM-171/11
	S

	· Síntesis de la reunión del  16 de febrero
	CE/AM-172/11
	S

	· Síntesis de la reunión del 23 de marzo
	CE/AM-173/11
	S

	· Síntesis de la reunión del 17 de mayo
	CE/AM-174/11
	S
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�.	Adopted at the fourth plenary session on June 8, 2010.


�.	The documents included in this Annex are listed in their original language. All documents contained herein can be found in the Web page of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (� HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/specialcommittees/Special%20Committe%20Migration.asp" ��http://www.oas.org/consejo/specialcommittees/Special%20Committe%20Migration.asp�) 


�.	Los documentos incluidos en este Anexo están listados en su idioma original. Todos los documentos aquí contenidos pueden ser encontrados en la página Web de la Comisión Especial de Asuntos Migratorios (� HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/sp/comisionesespeciales/Comision%20Especial%20Asusntos%20Migratorios.asp" ��http://www.oas.org/consejo/sp/comisionesespeciales/Comision%20Especial%20Asusntos%20Migratorios.asp�) 


�.	English (E), Spanish (S), French (F), Portuguese (P)





