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“ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN THE CONSULAR PROTECTION OF MIGRANTS”

Date:  April 17, 2012

Rationale: 

At present, with the dynamics of migration serving to further underscore the transnationalization and interrelations of countries of origin and destination countries, it is a priority that states’ consular missions have the capacity to attend to the demands and needs of their nationals abroad, making use of information technology and of consular networks with other countries and thereby making more efficient and effective use of the limited resources available for those purposes in most countries.

Consular protection is the instrument that allows states to protect, assist, and attend to their nationals in other countries. It entails the provision of transnational state services, in accordance with the principles and provisions of international law and in compliance with the laws and regulations of each country.
Through consular assistance and protection, the state seeks to ensure that migrants are respected (kept free of arbitrary treatment, persecutions, or discrimination in access to justice, for example) and to provide them with services to which, as nationals, they are entitled (overseas voting, in those countries where it is legislated for, issuing of identity documents, etc).

The situation entails even greater challenges when migrants’ vulnerability is heightened–on account of irregularities in their immigration status, insufficient resources, lack of foreign language skills, illiteracy, etc.–and/or when those nationals are spread around a large number of countries. 

The vast majority of migrants generally face difficult conditions in other countries, and so the governments of their countries of origin are required to take all the steps necessary to support them, to the extent that is materially and legally possible, through their consular offices, offering them assistance and protection, providing them with the administrative services they need in their personal and working lives, and ensuring that their human rights are respected.

This sets us the challenge of evaluating and improving the quality of the consular services that member countries’ consulates provide for their nationals and, in this, there is a vital role to be played by exchanging experiences with the use of new technologies, transparency, and efficiency in consular management, in accordance with the attention and respect for human individuals that is the highest objective of our societies.

Taking all this into consideration and with the objective of complying with the mandates of the General Assembly, which in resolutions AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09) and AG/RES. 2608 (XL-O/10) resolved: 

“To welcome the work that the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) has been doing to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law, in the discussion of such topics as child and youth migration, the education of migrant children and youths, migrants’ return to and reintegration into their communities of origin, migration flows from outside the Hemisphere, and migration and gender.” 

“To welcome also the work that the CEAM has undertaken with respect to discussion of temporary worker programs, migration and development, the brain drain, disaster situations, care to migrant communities, consular assistance and protection, and gender perspectives on migration.” 

Objectives: 

1.
To analyze the most salient features of the consular services provided by the different member states to their nationals, together with the legal frameworks developed for their provision within integration subsystems.

2.
Share successful experiences in the field.

3.
Work for the incorporation into national law of those experiences identified as consular protection successes.

Working method: 

The member states’ consular sections will be invited to the meeting in order to share their experiences in providing migrants with consular protection, along with various international agencies that have organized courses for strengthening the consular protection of migrants, such as the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR).

Based on those areas, we ask the member states to inform the Technical Secretariat, no later than March 23, 2012, about the projects, programs, or experiences they plan to present, along with the names and positions of the individuals who would be making the presentations. Documents or presentations requiring translation for distribution at the workshop must be sent to the Technical Secretariat no later than April 3, 2012.

The workshop’s agenda will be drawn up according to the number of presentations to be offered in each thematic block.

The information in question should be sent to Ms. Araceli Azuara (yazuara@oas.org), who will also be available to answer any queries you may have.
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