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PROPOSED METHODOLOGY

WORKSHOP: “ATTENTION TO MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE AMERICAS FROM A HUMAN RIGHTS PERSPECTIVE”

Date:  May 8, 2012

Rationale: 

As a result of the process of globalization, technological progress in communications, and the development of international transportation, opportunities for living and working in other parts of the world have increased exponentially. 

Although the percentage of migrants as a proportion of the total population has remained relatively stable over the past decade, it is calculated that in absolute terms the number of international migrants rose from 150 million in 2000 to 214 million in 2010
/ – that is, 64 million more over a period of 10 years. 

Together with the challenge that this significant increase in international migrant numbers poses for the management of migration, there are other factors that further complicate states’ efforts to address the needs of mixed migratory flows and to ensure the protection of human rights. Some of these factors include the expansion of international human smuggling and human trafficking networks, abuse, extortion, and abductions of migrants by transnational organized crime groups, the diversity of migratory profiles, and the ever-increasing vulnerability of certain migrant populations.
Taking all this into consideration and with the objective of complying with the mandate of the General Assembly, which in resolution AG/RES. 2690 (XLI-O/11) instructs the Permanent Council “ to organize in the framework of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), before the forty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly, with support from the Migration and Development Program (MIDE) of the Department of Social Development and Employment of the Organization of American States (OAS), a seminar and workshop on migration issues, which shall include follow-up on the recommendations of the April 6, 2010 workshop on extracontinental migratory flows in the Americas.”
Objectives: 

1. To analyze the current complexity of managing migration. 

2. To share experiences and strategies put into place in connection with the topic.

3. To promote multilateral, regional, and bilateral cooperation in dealing with the management of migration.

Working method: 

The meeting will have three thematic pillars. 

I. Migration and security 

II. Mixed flows and extracontinental flows 

III. Attention to and protection of highly vulnerable migrant populations.
Based on those areas, we ask the member states to inform the Technical Secretariat, no later than April 9, 2012, about the projects, programs, or experiences they plan to present and the thematic area where they should be included. The name and position of the individuals who will be giving the presentations and the documents or presentations to be translated and distributed at the workshop should be sent to the Technical Secretariat no later than April 25, 2012.
In addition, we propose inviting other areas of the Organization involved in work and projects related to the workshop’s topics:  the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the office of the Special Rapporteur for Migrant Workers and their Families, the Inter-American Commission of Women, the Inter-American Children’s Institute, the Department of Public Security, and the Department of International Law.

We also suggest the attendance of the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Regional Conference on Migration (CRM or Puebla Process), as well as other agencies.

The workshop’s agenda will be drawn up according to the number of presentations to be offered in each thematic block.

The information in question should be sent to Ms. Araceli Azuara (yazuara@oas.org), who will also be available to answer any queries you may have. 
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