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The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development–Department of Social Development and Employment–and has the honor to refer to the document entitled “Guidelines for Reflection, Analysis, and Evaluation of the Objectives, Work, and Lines of Action of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM),” the primary objectives of which is to launch the dialogue among the member states on the evaluation of the CEAM and rationalization and consolidation of the issue of migration in the OAS.


Accordingly, the Mission is pleased to forward the Perspective of Mexico on the work of the CEAM and management of the issue of migration in the Organization, kindly requesting that it be considered during the dialogue being embarked upon.


The Permanent Mission of Mexico avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development–Department of Social Development and Employment–the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., February 9, 2012

Executive Secretariat for Integral Development

Department of Social Development and Employment

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Relevance of the topic of migration

The Government of Mexico considers migration to be a priority issue for our region, and one that calls for due attention from the OAS. According to World Bank statistics, 30 million persons, that is, 5.2% of the total population of Latin America and the Caribbean, migrate from their countries of origin in search of better opportunities. Mexico, Colombia, and Brazil are the main emigrant countries of the region, but are not the only ones:  El Salvador, Cuba, Ecuador, Peru, Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Jamaica round out the list. Furthermore, and contrary to widespread perception, some countries of the Hemisphere are beginning to export more talented citizens than economically vulnerable citizens; suffice it to cite the cases Guyana, Grenada, Jamaica, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Haiti, between 83 and 89% of whose citizens with higher education migrate. The phenomenon therefore has distinctly hemispheric characteristics.

In economic terms, migrants year after year contribute significantly to their places of destination–through productive employment, wealth creation, consumption, and payment for taxes and services–as well as to their countries of origin, through remittances. What economic contribution will immigrants from Latin America and the Caribbean make to the host countries, if the portion of their savings that they send as remittances to their countries of origin in 2010 alone was approximately $58 billion (the main recipients being Mexico, Brazil, Guatemala, Colombia, El Salvador, Dominican Republic, Honduras, Ecuador, Peru, and Jamaica)?  How much will total remittances be if we count not only Latin American and Caribbean remittances, but remittances to all the countries of the Hemisphere?

Without question, the contribution of migrants–highly skilled and less skilled–will always be more than can be quantified, because migrants also make other, no less important, contributions to social and cultural development in the host countries.

Nevertheless, over the last few years our countries have moved from being emigrant countries to transit countries, countries of return, and destination countries for migrants not only from the Americas but also, and increasingly so, from other parts of the world – Asia and Africa among them.  In Mexico, for example, the number of African immigrants increased 78% between 2007 and 2009.

Migration is a factor inherent to the current integration and globalization processes and should therefore not be viewed as a threat but rather as a reality, with its advantages and disadvantages for all players; with its costs and contributions. In that sense, a forum geared towards giving the topic of migration greater visibility within the framework of the OAS is vital. The CEAM was created to that end and to date has fulfilled the mandates we have entrusted to it. The Committee is undergoing a process of reengineering, however. That is why the delegation of Mexico believes the activities of the CEAM should be specific and should produce concrete results.  We are convinced that an important and well-focused program could, fairly easily, attract voluntary contributions from member states committed to an agenda of hemispheric convergence around the issue of migration. 

Reflection on the CEAM

Mexico believes that the CEAM has fulfilled the mandate initially entrusted to it by the General Assembly. The CEAM has promoted and facilitated analysis of the issue of migration from a comprehensive perspective, through thematic sessions geared towards exchange of experiences and best practices on various aspects of migration that are important to a range of countries of the region, including migration management, return of migrants, extra-regional migration, and education for migrant children and young people in the Americas. Those thematic sessions did provide a good opportunity for states to share information on various aspects of the migration issue, but we believe that the formula has been exhausted and the way the CEAM can contribute to the visibility of migration issues within the Organization and in the region needs changing.

In a move to reactivate the work of the Committee, dispel criticisms about its work, and promote committed involvement of the member states, the delegation of Mexico believes it would be prudent to rethink the current objective of the CEAM for the Committee’s activities and their spin-off benefits to be more than analysis of migration issues and flows or exchange of experiences among government officials, but rather for them to serve as a platform to spur and give greater visibility to the issue of migration in the Organization, given that it is the only forum in which all of our countries of the Hemisphere participate. Once we have examined specific issues relating to migration, we should then move to identification of cooperation activities on the basis of existing capabilities in the Organization and in member states.

We believe that one of the biggest problems currently faced by migrants is rejection, discrimination, and intolerance in societies that temporarily or permanently receive them, and this stems from misconceptions based on negative stereotypes. In that sense, we firmly believe the work of the CEAM could revolve around elevating/uplifting the image of migrants in the Hemisphere, given the outstanding contributions they make to their societies of origin and the countries of destination to which they belong.

We do understand that every country has a sovereign right to adopt laws to address the issue of migration in its territory. In addition, international human rights law clearly imposes obligations to respect the rights of migrant workers and their families. We believe, however, that there is sufficient material to identify areas of international cooperation among member states, for the benefit and in the interest of all. Accordingly, we believe the Committee should focus its work on practical tasks with tangible results centered on the objective of improving the perception of migrants, by highlighting the contribution they make to the host community. As an example, let us think about the need to identify concrete steps to strengthen the contribution of Diasporas to countries of origin and to host countries. We can identify and then collectively devise instruments to bring together best practices in dealing with Diasporas.  We are certain that by working on a focus agreed upon beforehand, a number of substantive cooperation initiatives could be identified.

We are convinced that the Committee has the potential to become a point of reference on the work and on the evolution of the issue of migration in the Hemisphere. Greater member state commitment to the work and financing of the CEAM is vital to fulfilling this objective.  But we believe there needs to be a structured work project that is sensitive to views of the member states.

Furthermore, the delegation of Mexico believes that the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families provides yet another opportunity to advance the management of the issue of migration within the Organization. The Program gives various organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, as well as states, multilateral organizations, migrants, and civil society organizations mandates to fulfill 100 specific activities, but unfortunately to date these efforts have failed to receive the attention they deserve. The Program also covers the issue of migration from a human rights perspective.  But this perspective should be broadened to reflect current reality with this phenomenon and to thus approach it from a comprehensive perspective.

Migration is a hemispheric phenomenon that concerns everyone. As the highest hemispheric forum, the OAS cannot remain indifferent to the evolution of this element, which has a deep and permanent imprint on our social fabric. From the Mexican perspective, the CEAM is the ideal forum for identifying specific priorities in the subject area and for concrete cooperation and policy coordination action among our countries to be devised, with a view to demystifying the image of migrants, depoliticizing the debate about migration, and forging an agenda of hemispheric convergence on this crucial issue.
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