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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES 
Original: Spanish 
N O T I C E
The Secretariat of the Permanent Council presents its compliments to the permanent missions and, on instructions from the Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues, Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras, wishes to remind them that the workshop “Attention to Migratory Flows in the Americas with a Human Rights Perspective” will be held on May 8, in keeping with the mandate contained in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2690 (XLI-O/11), which instructs “the Permanent Council to organize in the framework of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), before the forty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly, with support from the Migration and Development Program (MIDE) of the Department of Social Development and Employment of the OAS, a seminar and workshop on migration issues, which shall include follow-up on the recommendations of the Forum ‘Extracontinental Migration in the Americas,’ held on April 6, 2010.” 
In that connection, the Chair request the member states to forward the attached questionnaire to the Technical Secretariat no later than April 13, 2012, and to advise which projects, programs, or experiences they would like to present at that workshop, as well as the name and position of the person who will offer the presentation. The Chair would be grateful if the relevant documents or presentations could be submitted at least two weeks before the meeting. 

We would be grateful if you would complete and return the questionnaire with the information requested. A detailed agenda will be drawn up based on the returned questionnaires. The relevant information should be sent to Ms. Araceli Azuara (yazuara@oas.org), who will be available to address any queries that you might have in this regard. 

Analysis of extracontinental migration from Africa and Asia and its connection with irregular migration, trafficking in persons, and international protection of refugees
At its forty-first regular session, the General Assembly of the Organization of American States adopted resolution AG/RES. 2690 (XLI-O/11), which instructed “the Permanent Council to organize in the framework of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), before the forty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly, with support from the Migration and Development Program (MIDE) of the Department of Social Development and Employment of the OAS, a seminar and workshop on migration issues, which shall include follow-up on the recommendations of the Forum ‘Extracontinental Migration in the Americas,’ held on April 6, 2010.”
The purpose of this questionnaire is to generate, update, and improve the quality of information on extracontinental migration flows from Africa and Asia that enter and transit through various countries in the Americas.

The information sought in this questionnaire will be used to examine, in particular, extracontinental migration from Africa and Asia and its connection with irregular migration, trafficking in persons, and international protection of refugees.  This review focuses on a number of aspects of the phenomenon of mixed migration flows, including its magnitude, separation of the groups of the migrants involved into categories, and institutional responses to the complex situations raised, among others.

For the purposes of this questionnaire, we could adopt the following definition of mixed migration flows: “The intersection of migration movements with a complex composition that includes economic migrants; voluntary migrants; forced migrants, such as asylum seekers and refugees; and other vulnerable population groups, such as unaccompanied minors, vulnerable women, or trafficking victims.”
/
The information gleaned from this questionnaire will be systematized and analyzed in a report presented at the workshop “Attention to Migratory Flows in the Americas with a Human Rights Perspective” to be held in the framework of the CEAM in keeping with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2690 (XLI-0/11).

Please accept, in advance, my thanks for the attention given to this questionnaire, which will yield valuable information that will bring a closer understanding of the phenomenon as well as strengthening cooperation among member states. 

QUESTIONNAIRE
Analysis of extracontinental migration from Africa and Asia and its connection with irregular migration, trafficking in persons, and international protection of refugees 

I.
Quantitative trend analysis
For each year in the 2005-2011 period (or for the years for which information is available), specifically with respect to migrants from African and Asian countries, please indicate the number of recorded cases, by nationality, that fall into the following or similar categories, as used by the country:

1. Entry / Arrival 

2. Applications for asylum/refugee status 

3. Applications for asylum/refugee status granted 
4. Detained / held 

5. Irregular migration status

6. Stateless persons
7. Victims of trafficking in persons
Where possible, please itemize by age group (e.g., 0-5, 6-10, etc.) and gender.
II.
Which are the main points of entry for irregular immigrants from Africa and Asia? 

III.
Which are the main transit routes detected for irregular immigrants from Asia and Africa? 

IV
What are the principal migration management problems posed by mixed migration flows from Africa and Asia?

V.
Has your country adopted any institutional responses (special measures, training, legal or regulatory reforms, etc.) to deal with mixed migration flows from Africa and Asia? If so, please explain them.
VI.
Has your country relied on bilateral and/or multilateral cooperation to improve its management of mixed migration flows from Africa and Asia? 

Data of the person responsible for answering the questionnaire
Name: 

_____________________________________

Position:
_____________________________________

Institution:
_____________________________________

E-mail address:
_____________________________________
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�.	Agusti, Federico Luis in Migración Extracontinental en las Américas [Extracontinental Migration in the Americas], OAS, April 2010. (Free translation)


�  A term used to describe a migrant whose status in a transit or destination country is irregular due to their unauthorized entry or because their visa has expired. It applies to non-nationals who have infringed the transit or admission laws of the host country, persons seeking asylum without a legitimate claim, and other individuals without authorization to stay in the destination country.





