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The meeting was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Leonidas Rosas Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS and Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM).  The following delegations were in attendance:  Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Chair of the Committee reported to the delegations that the Vice Chair of the Committee, Mr. Juan Miguel González Bibolini, Alternate Representative of Paraguay to the OAS, had forwarded to him a note indicating that his duties prevented him from continuing to fulfill the responsibilities of the vice chairmanship.  The Chair asked the delegations if they would agree to amend the order of business to include, as its second item, the matter of the vice chair, which would be discussed in two parts:  (a) reading out the letter of resignation of the outgoing Vice Chair; and (b) election of the Vice Chair.  The order of business was adopted with the change proposed by the Chair.

2. Matter of the Vice Chair (item introduced during the meeting, as indicated in the section above)

a. Reading out of the letter of resignation of Mr. Juan Miguel González Bibolini, Vice Chair of the Committee: The Chair read out note No. 176-12/MPP/OEA, of March 14, 2012, in which Mr. González advised the Chair of the Committee that his duties prevented him from continuing to fulfill the responsibilities of the vice chairmanship of the Committee.

The delegation of Ecuador proposed forwarding a note to Mr. Juan Miguel González Bibolini in recognition of his outstanding efforts as Vice Chair of the Committee.  

The Chair of the Committee agreed with this proposal and, so as to proceed in accordance with the order of business, requested the delegation of Ecuador to reintroduce this item under “Other Business” for presentation to the Committee for its consideration.

b. Election of the Vice Chair: The election was held in pursuant to Article 28.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. The delegation of Guatemala moved to elect by acclamation Minister Raúl Salazar Cosio, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, as Vice Chair of the CEAM.

The Committee elected Minister Raúl Salazar Cosio by acclamation.

The Vice Chair elect thanked the delegations for the confidence vested in him, underscored the importance of the issue of migration, indicated his commitment to work with the delegations, and recognized the efforts of the outgoing Vice Chair, Juan Miguel González Bibolini.

3. Report of the Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues on the Process of Evaluation, Rationalization, and Unification of the Approach to the Topic of Migration in the OAS
The Chair of the Committee presented the report on the process of evaluating, streamlining, and consolidating the issue of migration in the OAS (document CE/AM-195/12 rev. 1), which included proposals and comments presented by delegations in that regard.

The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, Peru, and Nicaragua expressed appreciation for the report presented.

The delegation of Chile underscored the importance of focusing on the process of streamlining and consolidating the issue of migration within the OAS and of conducting CEAM with an integral perspective that facilitated ongoing implementation of a strategic vision of the Americas in connection with migration processes in the region. It also noted that an integral perspective of the issue of migration in the OAS should of course include its political and governing bodies, where the issue would be addressed at the political level, with data provided by the CEAM. 

The delegation of Guatemala noted the advisability of presenting a preliminary draft resolution and mentioned that perhaps the Chair could present that preliminary draft in order to further the negotiations to streamline and consolidate the issue of migration within the organization.  It also mentioned that it was important to be aware of the pros and cons of a commission, sub commission, or committee, and the implications of taking one of these paths.

Regarding the streamlining and consolidation process, it mentioned the importance of considering whether the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants in the framework of the Organization of the American, as well as other mechanisms in this area addressed in other bodies, would remain in the CAJP or move to the CEAM.

It requested a brief report on the funds managed by the program in the CAJP and those of any other mechanism that addressed the issue of migration within the organization, so as to ascertain with clarity the availability of funds at the time of strengthening the Committee. The delegation of Ecuador also requested a report on this subject.

It also requested inclusion in the “Report of the Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues on the Process of Evaluation, Rationalization, and Unification of the Approach to the Topic of Migration in the OAS” of the proposal to continue the CEAM as it now functioned

The delegation of Peru reiterated the interest in strengthening the Committee that it had expressed in prior meetings, emphasizing three aspects it considered important in this new strengthened Committee:

a. Its assumption of responsibility for promoting dialogue on this issue;

b. Its contribution to the design of public policies on migration; and

c. Its service in some way as a platform for cooperation. 

The delegation of Peru mentioned that, in addition to financial and budgetary matters, it was important to differentiate, based on what was to be done, among resource needs, since the resources needed to ensure that the Committee served as a forum for dialogue were not the same as those required if it was decided that it would also be a forum to promote cooperation and formulate projects.  In the latter case, another source of financing would be required.

It further indicated that it agreed with the proposal of Chile that the issue be addressed from an integral perspective, emphasizing that it should be considered, first and foremost, from a human rights perspective.

The delegation of Nicaragua noted the importance of maintaining the CEAM as a political forum and maintaining the programs implemented by the Technical Secretariat.

The delegation of Mexico reiterated the need to address the issue of migration in a specific forum that facilitated consensus and contributed to the implementation of cooperation actions in benefit of the countries.
The delegation of Bolivia expressed interest in continuing to address more fully the issue of migration within the Organization and in strengthening a committee that could address substantive aspects, above and beyond the exchange of experiences.
The delegation of Ecuador endorsed the proposal of the delegation of Guatemala to lend feasibility to the process, and indicated that it joined in the confidence in the Chair for the preparation of a preliminary draft resolution that had been indicated.

It requested from the Secretariat additional information on the following points:
a. Implications of creating a commission, sub commission, or committee; and

b. Existing resources for programs and/or projects within the organization that addressed the issue of migration.

It also mentioned the importance of seeking sources of financing for this matter and referred to the Fund for Tourism recently created by the Ministers of Tourism.

The delegation of Argentina and El Salvador joined in the request to the Secretariat by the delegation of Ecuador that it provide information on the implications of creating one of the structures mentioned.

The delegation of Argentina advocated an effective and strengthened CEAM.

The delegation of Venezuela indicated its agreement with the comments by Peru, Chile, and Nicaragua and emphasized the importance of strengthening the CEAM, taking account of the humanitarian and human rights aspect.

The delegation of Costa Rica mentioned the importance of effecting the respective consultations with the CAJP in implementation of the provisions of the mandate.

So as to fulfill the mandates assigned, the Chair suggested the following course of action:
a. Having considered the report of the Chair and heard the comments by the delegations, to declare the evaluation process closed;

b. To hold a meeting of the Chairs of the CEAM and the CAJP and to report at the next meeting on the results of that meeting; and

c. For the Chair to present, at the next meeting, a preliminary draft resolution that included the existing proposals and any others presented by delegations.

The Committee agreed with the course of action suggested by the Chair.

4. Receipt and consideration of proposals for streamlining and consolidating the issue of migration
The Chair requested any delegations wishing to make new proposals to forward them as soon as possible for inclusion in the preliminary draft resolution to be presented at the next meeting.

5. Other business

The delegation of Ecuador proposed that a note be forwarded to Mr. Juan Miguel González Bibolini in recognition of his outstanding efforts as Vice Chair of the Committee.

The Committee decided that the Chair, on behalf of the Committee, would forward a note to Mr. Juan Miguel González Bibolini in recognition of his outstanding efforts as Vice Chair of the Committee.
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