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The Special Forum on Migration Issues was held at the headquarters of the Organization of American States on April 17, 2008.  The following topics were discussed during panels at this Special Forum:  Migratory Trends in the Americas; Migration and Human Rights; and, Migration: Economic, Health, Labor, Social, and Cultural Aspects.  High government authorities and experts, international and regional organizations, and civil society participated in this Special Forum on Migration Issues.


The following comments and recommendations of the panelists were formulated as a result of the presentations and the dialogue that took place during the Forum:

COMMENTS:
A. General comments
1. States, organizations, and the Special Committee on Migration Issues in particular must include a gender perspective with regard to the increasing feminization of migration and the new roles of women and men in labor migration movements.

2. The importance of the contributions of migrants to the countries of origin is recognized.

3. Development is not automatic, it is not unilateral, and it cannot be imposed.  The remittances are important, but they alone do not guarantee development.
4. Public policies, economic development, job creation and opportunities should be created in their countries of origin for migrant workers and for individuals who might otherwise seek to migrate.]

B. Comments related to protection and promotion of the human rights of migrants

4. The issue of migration must be approached from the perspective of the human rights of migrants and their families.  Migration is an issue of principles and the human rights of migrants are not negotiable.  The needs of persons and respect for their human rights must be at the core of migration policies and programs.

5. Emphasis was placed on the good practices and achievements of MERCOSUR and its member states in migration issues, guaranteeing unlimited respect for migrants’ human rights, and facilitating access to legal migration as a key point for integrating migrants into society.

6. Reference was made to the decision of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to present a “guide or manual on the rights of migrant workers and their families,” as a way of fostering respect for promoting the rights of migrant workers and their families.

7. There is a need to educate on and create awareness of the human rights of migrant workers, and to exchange information on best practices and lessons learned on the subject.  This effort should be directed to both countries of origin and receiving countries, in order to prevent violations of their human rights.

8. It is important to consider the issue of illicit trafficking in persons and slavery.

C. Comments related to public policies

9. It is essential to promote better migration policies both in receiving countries and in countries of origin of migrants.

10. It is necessary to have reliable information on migration trends and flows in the Hemisphere.  To this end, comprehensive integral information systems on human resources are needed so that health personnel can be informed of and study and identify the problem, in order to formulate policies to mitigate or reverse their effects.

11. Better information on the economic impact of migration in the countries of origin is required.  Studies on the subject by country and by region are needed, as are economic policies that generate synergies between the countries of origin and receiving countries, on issues other than remittances.

D. International Cooperation

12. The need for adopting specific measures on migration was highlighted, and for developing activities and synergies that may be found among the different stakeholders in order to generate public policies, and consolidate programs and projects for the well-being of migrants and their families, in a context of unlimited respect for their human rights.

13. Cooperation, dialogue, an exchange of experiences, and partnerships are critical to promoting and facilitating legal migration, taking into account its human dimension and the need to combat trafficking in persons.  On a regional and international level, horizontal cooperation is crucial, and on a national level, cooperation is needed between government sectors and international and civil society organizations.

14. It is important to share best practices in migration, including:

· Safe, legal, and orderly flows

· Programs for seasonal workers

· Programs to promote the circulation and reinsertion of migrants into their communities of origin

· Regional cooperation programs to promote best migratory practices in the Hemisphere (legal framework, procedures, technology, etc.)

15. It was pointed out that there is no specialized agency on migration that regulates and oversees migratory movements in the Hemisphere.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. To promote a closer link between migration and development policies, to incorporate migratory issues into national development plans.

2. To provide internally displaced persons with access to education and income-earning programs, as a way of improving and ensuring their sustenance, especially in urban areas.

3. That this Special Committee include a work chapter to follow-up on the human rights approach to migration policies targeting children.

4. To urge ratification of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and the Members of their Families, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in its Resolution 45/158 of December 18, 1990.

5. To pay special attention to the human rights of children, in view of their situation of special vulnerability.

6. That member states adopt the necessary measures to respect without discrimination the human rights of migrant workers and their families in every situation in which these persons are in contact with the jurisdiction of a state of which they are not nationals.  This includes adoption of specific measures to combat xenophobia, racism, and other manifestations of intolerance toward foreigners.

7. That OAS member states advocate a migration policy that is centered on respect for the fundamental rights of migrants and allows easy access to legal migration, taking into account the situation of migrant populations and current migratory trends in the region.

8. Bearing in mind the responsibility of states to their citizens, states need to develop clear public policies on migration, with a view to linking the human development needs of countries with the human rights of persons.

9. To strengthen the information systems and databases, research, and analytical work on flows of remittances, labor migration processes, and on migration and development in general.

10. To implement technical international cooperation mechanisms and draw up international, regional, and bilateral cooperation agreements to develop inter-institutional programs that take a comprehensive approach to the problem.

11. To strengthen multilateral dialogue as a strategy for advancing good governance of migration, in a context of full respect for the human rights of migrants.

12. To foster the convergence of activities among the relevant stakeholders in migration matters, including civil society.

13. That the OAS consider the possibility of linking its efforts in this area with those of regional migration consultative processes, such as those of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Proceso Puebla”) and the South American Conference on Migration.
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