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INTRODUCTION


Pursuant to Article 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Belize (CP/INF.5564/07 corr. 1) and in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07), the Permanent Council, at its meeting of October 24, 2007, decided to establish the Special Committee on Migration Issues, whose mandate would be to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law.
At its regular meeting of June 30, 2008, the Permanent Council instructed the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) to consider and take action on one (1) General Assembly resolution.  The purpose of this Draft Work Plan is to organize the Special Committee’s schedule for the period from August 2008 to May 2009 to allow its work to be concluded before the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly.  

I. OFFICERS
For the term discussed herein, the CEAM was installed by the Permanent Council on July 15, 2008.  On that date, pursuant to Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, the Council elected as Chair of the CEAM, Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Permanent Representative of Belize to the Organization of American States (OAS).  At the meeting held on September 16, 2008, the Special Committee elected Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, as Vice Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues. 

II. MANDATES
According to the decision of the Permanent Council of the Organization to establish the Special Committee at its meeting of October 24, 2007, the CEAM has the following functions: 

· To analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law.
Pursuant to Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, at its meeting of June 30, 2008, the Permanent Council decided that the CEAM would have responsibility for the following mandates, assigned in document “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Thirty-Eigth Regular Session” (CP/doc. 4325/08 rev. 1):

1. AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas”

III. ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

To carry out its work, the Special Committee will incorporate cross-cutting gender and human rights perspectives. Pursuant to its mandate, the Special Committee will analyze migration issues with a view to fostering international cooperation, taking into account their political, social, economic, cultural, integrational, security, health, labor, and regulatory aspects, as well as any other aspect it considers relevant in accordance with AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08).
The Special Committee will seek and encourage the participation of academics in most of its meetings in the form of a presentation on the topic to be covered.


The Special Committee will carry out its activities in close consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and other regional and international agencies. The Special Committee, in its work, will study and compile the jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and other regional and institutional jurisdictional bodies on the subject.
The Special Committee will carry out its work in stages.  Prior to the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, the Special Committee will conduct, inter alia, the following activities:

1. Linking the OAS’s efforts in this area with those of regional migration consultative processes, such as those of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, and MERCOSUR. In this context, the Special Committee will invite representatives from each of the regional migration consultative processes to present the efforts being carried out in their respective consultative processes. 
2. Continue with the preparation of a migration "mapping" effort, by gathering information and producing a matrix of existing legal frameworks and, as appropriate, migration regulations, policies and programs for OAS countries, with a view to creating a compendium of best practices with respect to migration. That “map” will be prepared by the General Secretariat, with the assistance of experts and specialized agencies, for consideration and approval by the Special Committee.

3. Elaborate a document which compiles the Temporary Worker Programs being carried out in the OAS Member States with a view to disseminate the information of such programs thoughtout the countries of the Hemisphere. In this regard, the Special Commmitee will encourage Member States to present their Temporary Worker Programs to the members of the Special Committee. 
4. Hold a Forum on Sub-Regional Integration Initiaitves regarding Migration at the headquarters of the OAS General Secretariat to examine migration issues from the perspective of the sub-regional integration groups. 

5. Hold seminars in which regional specialists could address the following issues:
· Care for migrant communities;
· Consular Assistance and Protection. Scope and Exchange of Best Practices.
IV. Methodology for follow up to the Work Plan


The Special Committee will hold two meetings per month, with the possible participation of experts from member states and other international and regional organizations who would share their experiences on migration issues.  At these meetings, as a guide for future work, the Secretariat could provide information on the work already carried out by the Organization.

The Committee will seek and encourage the participation of academics in each of its meetings in the form of a presentation on the topic to be covered.

When its members consider it appropriate to do so, the Special Committee may establish working groups for specific tasks.


I am pleased to present this Draft Work Plan and its Calendar of Activities and will welcome the members’ suggestions on the methodologies proposed in it.  This plan will serve as a general framework for the work of the CEAM for the 2008-2009 period and is presented on this occasion for its consideration.

Nestor Mendez
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Belize
Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES of the

special committee on migration issues

(Chaired by Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Permanent Representative of

Belize to the OAS)

	Date / TIME / ROOM
	topic



	September

	September 16

10:00 a.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room
	· Election of Vice Chair

· Presentation and consideration of the Draft Work Plan for the 2008-2009 period


	October

	October 7

2:30 p.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Continued consideration of the Draft Work Plan for the 2008-2009 period
· Presentation by the Secretariat

	November

	November 4

10:00 a.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Continued consideration of the Draft Work Plan for the 2008-2009 period
· Presentation and discussion of the Temporary Worker Programs being carried out in OAS Member States


	November 24
2:30 p.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Consideration of the agendas for the following meetings to be held in the first half of 2009:
· Meeting to identify ways to link the efforts of the OAS to the regional migration consultative processes

· Seminar on care for migrant communities 
· Seminar on Consular Assistance and Protection. Scope and Exchange of Best Practices 
· Forum on Sub-Regional Integration Initiaitves regarding Migration


	December

	December 1

2:30 p.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Presentations and discussion on Migration and Development



	January

	January 13

10:00 a.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Presentation and discussion on Emigration and the Brain Drain


	January 27

10:00 a.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Seminar on Migration and Disaster Situations



	February

	February 10

10:00 a.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Seminar on care for migrant communities 


	February 13

10:00 a.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Meeting to identify ways to link the efforts of the OAS to the regional migration consultative processes

· AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas” - 5. To request the Organization of American States to consider the possibility of linking its efforts in this area with those of regional migration consultative processes, such as those of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, and MERCOSUR.

· Invitation to representatives from the Regional Conference on Migration, and the South American Conference on Migration to participate in a session to analyze the possibility of, and the mechanism for, collaborating with the OAS in the topic.



	March

	March 10

10:00 a.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Seminar on Consular Assistance and Protection. Scope and Exchange of Best Practices 

	March 24

10:00 a.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Presentation from a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to address Resolution CJI/Res. 150 “Opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the Directive on Return adopted by the Parliament of the European Union”
/ 

· Presentation by the Secretariat of the migration "mapping" effort – matrix of existing legal frameworks and, as appropriate, migration regulations, policies and programs for OAS countries – compendium of best practices with respect to migration
· Presentation by the Secretariat and discussion of mapping of migration flows in the Americas
· Consideration of draft resolution(s) for the General Assembly 


	April

	April 1
2:30 p.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Presentations and discussion on Gender perspectives and Migration



	April 7

10:00 a.m. 

Simón Bolivar Room


	· Forum on Sub-Regional Integration Initiaitves regarding Migration

	
April 28
2:30 p.m. 

Guerrero Room


	· Consideration of draft resolution(s) for the General Assembly 
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�.	This meeting was originally scheduled for February taking into consideration the date when the members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee will be in Washington, D.C. Considering the request made by Member States at the meeting held on October 7, 2008 to hold this meeting at an earlier date, consultations are currently being undertaken to consider re-scheduling this topic. 





