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The Order of Business, document CE/AM-68/09, was approved without amendments.  The document “Migrants in Disaster Situations” presented by the Chair circulated as document CE/AM-69/09. 
1. Presentation and discussion on Migration and Disaster Situations
Mr. Thomas Linde, Representative on Migration of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), addressed the issue of “International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies: Cooperation on needs and contributions of migrants in disaster situations.” Mr. Linde’s presentation was distributed as document CE/AM/INF. 50/09. 
Ms. Rosa Trejo, Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, addressed the CEAM on the topic of disaster risk reduction in the Americas and its reduction to migration flows and its negative impact on the environment. The presentation from the SEDI was distributed as document CE/AM/INF. 52/09.
Finally, Amy Coughenour, Deputy Director of the Pan-American Development Foundation (PADF) presented the PADF’s programs for preparing for and responding to natural disasters and other humanitarian crises. This presentation was distributed as document CE/AM/INF. 51/09. 
Member States engaged in a discussion and exchange of comments and questions with the special guests on the topic of migration and disaster situations. Inquiries about the provision humanitarian assistance to undocumented migrants, and the complexity of providing this kind of assistance to this very vulnerable group were raised, mainly the conditions in which assistance may be provided to undocumented migrants.  Mr. Linde addressed this question and explained that it is very helpful if national authorities recognize that humanitarian assistance needs to be provided to everybody regardless of their legal status and underlined that it is a basic human right to be assisted to if one is in dire human situation.  Mr. Linde mentioned that it is possible to find arrangements for the separation of functions in maintaining law and order in situations of disasters, and the function of the enforcement of migration law, which might not be opportune to be carried out in situations of disasters. Mr. Linde also underscored the importance of preparedness planning to address the issue in advance, and mentioned the importance of setting priorities in situations of disasters.  
There was further discussion on the role of the Red Cross in the preparedness stages and its relation with undocumented migrants, as well the role of the Red Cross in all the stages of disaster preparedness. Mr. Linde explained that Red Cross societies in this Hemisphere are very involved in the three phases of disaster management: preparedness, disaster relief, and recovery and reconstruction.  Mr. Linde also underscored that the dimension of risk reduction has become increasingly important in the Western Hemisphere, concept that is more comprehensive than just preparedness.  With respect to undocumented migrants, Mr. Linde mentioned that it depends on the profiles/systems of the different countries, meaning that if there is a federal system, for example, preparedness planning needs to be done with a view to guaranteeing access to undocumented migrants at the local/state level of government.  

In addition, Ms. Coughenour underscored the importance of the role of civil society in building trust in the communities as it regards undocumented migrants considering that migrant populations may be afraid to go to local shelters in cases of disasters because of their legal status. In this case, the role of civil society organizations is crucial to assure their safety in a shelter, without the enforcement of migration laws in situations of disasters and humanitarian crisis.  


The delegate of Jamaica reported that Jamaica’s Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management recently signed a memorandum of understanding with the International Federation of Red Cross with the purpose of dealing with persons displaced after cases of natural disasters, addressing, in addition to migration from one country to another, internal displacement of people (internal migration).  Additionally, the delegate also addressed the issue of the role of women in natural disasters, which was also a theme of the recent Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women.  The delegate underscored the impact of women in minimizing risks in the recent aftermath of natural disasters, and also the importance of including women in the decision making of disaster preparedness. 
To finalize the dialogue, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, highlighted the importance of this topic, which is not normally addressed in the context of the OAS.  Ambassador Quiñonez mentioned that this meeting was an initial dialogue on this topic of migration and disaster situations, with possible follow-up dialogue and actions on the part of the actors present at the meeting. 
2. Other Business
Under the item of Other Business, the Chair reminded the delegations that the elected Vice-Chair of the CEAM, Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros from Bolivia, recently ended his duty as Ambassador to the OAS. In this regard, and considering the important role that has played Bolivia, the Chair proposed that William Torres, Alternate Representative of Bolivia, assume the Vice-Chairmanship of the CEAM. This proposal was accepted without comments.

There being no requests for the floor, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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