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Distinguished permanent representatives, officials of the Organization of American States and observer states, good afternoon:


We all know that migration is not a recent phenomenon.  Throughout history millions of people have left their countries of origin and settled in other countries to improve their living conditions.  The reasons individuals have felt obligated to move include war, political, religious and ethnic conflict, inadequate economic conditions, and obstacles to social mobility.


Recent studies show that today more than 150 million people around the world live outside their countries of origin, a number closely equivalent to the entire populations of countries such as Pakistan, Bangladesh, or Russia.


Sadly, in the case of most Latin American countries, our compatriots have emigrated primarily for economic reasons, given that at times the productive apparatus of our countries has not grown fast enough on a year-to-year basis to create jobs so as to keep pace with demand by an ever-increasing number of people entering the job market.


In general terms, migration in the Americas has had positive effects, though we cannot ignore the fact that the issue also presents large challenges both to the countries of origin and to receiving countries. In our Hemisphere, migration is one of the most important social and economic subjects of our times, and for this reason it must be one of the major topics of discussion, analysis, and collaboration among member countries of our Organization of American States.


According to the First Report on International Migration in the Americas of the Continuous Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI), presented this year and sponsored by the Organization of American States, since around 1960 there has been ongoing and increasingly intensive migration from the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean toward developed countries, mainly the United States, Canada, and Spain. However, and particularly in recent decades, intra-regional migration has increased among neighboring countries, which has always existed on a moderate scale, but which has increased progressively. The main receiving countries of these intra-regional migrations are Argentina, Costa Rica, Venezuela and, recently, Chile.


That same report indicates that many countries in Latin America and the Caribbean region have lost significant portions of the youth segment of their populations, an age group that accounts for a high percentage of net migrations. This trend is persistent and there are no significant signs that these young migrants are returning to the countries of origin, despite the difficult economic situations faced by the major receiving countries.


Migration trends in our Hemisphere, particularly over the past twenty years, have produced new currency flows that have strongly impacted the economies of countries with high rates of emigration and the financial situations of hundreds of thousands of families that benefit from remittances they receive from relatives. Honduras alone receives over US$2.7 billion per year in remittances, an amount equal to one-fifth of the country’s GDP. Three of every five Hondurans depend to a great extent on remittances to meet basic consumer needs, such as food, clothing, health and education. Remittances by family members are the main source of foreign currency for the State of Honduras and their contribution to the stability and value of the nation’s currency is quite evident.


Sadly, we often forget that each remittance is sent by an individual who has a first and last name who, more often than not, is saddled with a sad drama of the journey to the place that held for that individual his or her greatest hopes and dreams, the destination country.


No doubt, behind the remittance figures are hidden the costs of emigration in terms of human suffering.  First, migrants must pay exorbitant costs to organized crime networks that deal in human trafficking.  Second, they take huge risks to reach, most commonly, the United States. Third, families disintegrate, giving rise to a host of negative social consequences.  Fourth, migrants suffer separation from relatives and friends and are uprooted from their culture, customs, food, and language. Lastly, our compatriots often mistreated and suffer job, wage and, sometimes, racial discrimination.


The Work Plan that I am honored on this occasion to submit for your consideration aims to carry out the mandates derived from resolutions AG/RES. 2690 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2608 (XL-O/10), pursuant to the decision by the Permanent Council in July 2011 to have CEAM consider and implement those resolutions.

I would like to highlight some of the more important aspects to be addressed in this Work Plan, which include:

a. Consideration of the topics, “Attention to Migratory Flows in the Americas with a Human Rights Perspective,” derived from AG/RES. 2690 and, “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas,” derived from and AG/RES. 2608. Both topics will be addressed in the workshop, “New Challenges for Migratory Management in the Americas”.

b. Continuation of the evaluation process that was begun during the second half of 2010 by specific mandate of resolution AG/RES. 2608 (XL-O/10), for the purpose of submitting to the Permanent Council, prior to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, inter alia, a proposal for rationalizing and unifying the handling of migration issues within the OAS.

c. Additionally, we have included in the Work Plan a theme session titled, “Consular Protection of Migrants:  Hurdles and Challenges,” to address the challenge of evaluating and improving the quality of consular services rendered by the consular offices of member states on behalf of their respective compatriots, an effort for which experience-sharing is of vital importance in applying new technologies, transparency and efficient management that serves individuals with respect, which is the ultimate goal of our societies. 

d. It is also important to point out that in most countries that receive remittances from migrants the funds are spent on consumer needs, with little or none of the funds going toward productive endeavors.  When migrants return to their country of origin, they find no income-generating activity that might allow them to subsist and rejoin local economic life.  This, in turn, becomes a strong stimulus to emigrate again.
Because of this, we have also included in our Work Plan a theme session titled, “Migration and Productive Remittances”, for the purpose of discussing and stimulating development of business initiatives that can be funded by a productive component of remittances. These initiatives would encourage the participation of population segments whose young men and women have a high propensity to emigrate and would seek to improve the job market for migrants who return to their countries of origin.

This particular session will also seek to identify and develop mechanisms to reduce the financial transaction costs involved in sending remittances.

I am deeply grateful to each of you for your attention and you I wish to give you my assurances that you may count on my greatest efforts in performing my duties as Chair of the OAS Special Committee on Migration Issues.

Have a good afternoon.
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