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NOTICE

The Secretariat of the Permanent Council of the Organization presents its compliments to the permanent missions of the member states and, on instructions from the Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, is pleased to invite the distinguished delegations to present by October 2, 2009, in preparation for the Committee’s upcoming first meeting, their ideas and comments on the Draft Work Plan of the CEAM for the period 2009-2010, a copy of which is attached.  The information may be sent to the Secretariat of the Special Committee on Migration Issues by e-mail at ediaz@oas.org or by fax at 202-458-3132.

ATTACHMENT

PRELIMINARY VERSION – September 25, 2009

DRAFT WORK PLAN

OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES 

FOR THE PERIOD 2009-2010 

INTRODUCTION


The Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), established by the Permanent Council on October 24, 2007, in accordance with Article 12 of the Council’s Rules of Procedure, is responsible for analyzing migration issues and migration flows from an integral perspective, taking into account relevant provisions of international law, in particular, international human rights law.

In June 2009, the Permanent Council tasked the CEAM with the consideration and implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09).  The purpose of this Draft Work Plan is to schedule the activities of the CEAM for the period from September 2009 to May 2010 to enable the Committee to complete its work before the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly.

I. OFFICERS
For the period in question, the CEAM was installed by the Permanent Council on July 15, 2009.  In accordance with Article 28 of the Council’s Rules of Procedure, on that date, Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti to the Organization of American States (OAS), was elected Chair.  The remaining officers of the CEAM will be elected at its first meeting.

II. MANDATES
Under Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, on July 15, 2009, the Permanent Council instructed the CEAM to consider General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09), “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas.”

III. ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

Pursuant to its mandate, the Special Committee will analyze migration issues with a view to fostering international cooperation, taking into account the political, social, economic, cultural, security, labor, and regulatory aspects of migration, as well as any other areas it considers relevant, in accordance with the above-mentioned resolution and with resolutions AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08).  The Special Committee will incorporate the crosscutting perspectives of gender and human rights when analyzing the various topics.


The Special Committee will carry out its activities in close consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and with the Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), as well as with other regional and international organizations. 
Prior to the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, the Special Committee will carry out the following activities, among others:
1. It will receive from the General Secretariat, reports on the progress made and results achieved in the collection of migration data, especially data from the Continuous Labor Migration Reporting System for the Americas (SICREMI) and from the Database on Legal Frameworks, Regulations, Policies, and Programs on Migration in the Americas.
2. It will consolidate the work done in past periods aimed at linking OAS efforts in this area with regional consultative processes on migration, such as the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, and MERCOSUR, and it will continue to foster the search for agreements and for cooperation and information exchange mechanisms in areas of common interest.

3. The Special Committee, with the support of the Technical Secretariat, will convene a workshop:  The Return of Migrants.  Challenges and Opportunities.  The workshop’s objective will be to promote the initiatives and programs being implemented in the region to help reintegrate migrants who return to their countries of origin into communities and labor markets, with special emphasis on those programs geared toward integrating migrants whose return is involuntary and that incorporate a gender perspective.
The work of the Special Committee will be based on programs presented by member states, by specialists and experts on the subject, and by civil society organizations, and it will promote successful initiatives.

As a result of this dialogue among member states, experts, academics, and civil society, the Committee, with the support of the Technical Secretariat, will publish these initiatives and formulate recommendations for public policy on this subject. 

4. The Special Committee will receive from the General Secretariat a report on the progress made and the results achieved in producing a “Model for the Care of Migrant Women, Victims of Violence in Border Zones. Region: Tijuana–San Diego.”
5. In order to identify and develop actions aimed at strengthening and fostering the care of migrants abroad through dialogue, cooperation, and the sharing of best practices among member states, the Special Committee, with the support of the Technical Secretariat, will convene the workshop: “Workshop on Care for Communities Abroad.”
6. Pursuant to the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09), the Committee will strengthen its efforts in the area of child and juvenile migration and, to that end, it will task the Technical Secretariat with presenting the activities carried out and the progress made in the program “Youth on the Move,” which is implemented by the Young Americas Business Trust, and in the program “Education for migrant children and youth,” which is implemented by the Department of Education and Culture.  Both programs are coordinated by the Migration and Development Program of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI).  The Special Committee will invite specialists and experts on the subject, and member states will be able to present the programs in their countries that are targeted at migrant children and youth.
7. The Committee will consider the advisability of producing an online magazine published on a regular basis, for the purpose of disseminating information on the human rights of migrants and of providing timely reports to the member states, through their representatives to the OAS, on relevant news on migration issues.  If there is agreement in moving forward with the project, the General Secretariat will be responsible for the magazine’s design and publication.
8. The Committee will study ways to devise a rationale and unified approach to dealing with the subject of migration within the OAS and will submit its recommendations to the Permanent Council in the framework of the evaluation process of the Special Committee, which is to be carried out by the Permanent Council pursuant to the mandate established in resolution AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09).

IV. METHODOLOGY for FOLLOW-UP to THE WORK PLAN

The Special Committee will generally hold one monthly meeting, which could include experts from member states who would share national experiences on migration.  At those meetings, the Secretariat could provide information on the initiatives implemented by the OAS to guide future efforts.

When the members deem it appropriate, the Special Committee may form working groups to advance specific tasks.


It is my pleasure to present for consideration by the members of the Committee, this Draft Work Plan and its calendar of activities.  Any suggestions the members of the Committee may have regarding the activities or methodologies proposed in this document will undoubtedly prove very valuable in improving their efficiency.  Once this Draft Work Plan has been approved by the Committee, it will provide a general framework for the activities of the CEAM during the period 2009-2010. 
Duly Brutus

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of HaitiMERGEFIELD
Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES

SeptEMBER 2009 / May 2010

	DATE
	TIME AND PLACE
	TOPIC

	2009

	Thursday, October 8
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

P. Vidal
	Election of the Vice Chair

Presentation of the Draft Work Plan

Presentation on the activities being carried out by the General Secretariat


	Tuesday, October 20
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Bolívar
	Child and juvenile migration

Discussion forum and report of the General Secretariat on the programs “Youth on the Move” and “Education for migrant children and youth”
Creation of an online magazine with relevant news on migration issues

	Wednesday, November 18
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Bolívar
	Progress report by the Technical Secretariat on the Database on Legal Frameworks, Regulations, Policies, and Programs on Migration in the Americas



	Tuesday, December 15
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Bolívar


	Preparatory work for the workshop on the return of migrants

Evaluation of the CEAM



	2010

	Tuesday, January 26 
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Bolívar
	Migration and gender
Progress report by the Technical Secretariat on the “Model for the Care of Migrant Women, Victims of Violence in Border Zones” (Tijuana – San Diego)



	Tuesday, February 4 
	10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Bolívar
	Workshop on “The Return of Migrants.  Challenges and Opportunities”

Programs to help reintegrate migrants who return to their countries into their communities of origin and labor markets


	Tuesday, March 23 
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Bolívar
	Workshop on Care for Communities Abroad



	Tuesday, April 20
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Bolívar
	Progress report by the Technical Secretariat on the Continuous Labor Migration Reporting System for the Americas (SICREMI)
Results of  the Evaluation of the CEAM



	Tuesday, May 11
	10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Bolívar
	Consideration of draft resolution to be submitted to the General Assembly
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