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Youth on the Move

The Program

The Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) is carrying out the component: “Youth on the Move: Initiatives to stimulate local development and facilitate access to local markets for youth at risk of emigrating” of the Migration and Development Program of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), thanks to support from the Canadian International Development Agency CIDA.

The project seeks to develop and promote entrepreneurship among low-income or unemployed youth who have an idea for a viable business or starting up a small company efficiently, using available resources in their communities of origin.

Activities

The following activities were planned to permit gathering of data on the subject of youth migration in order to identify: 

· Reasons why the youth decide to migrate.

· Studies done by international organizations such as the IOM, PADF, etc.; and academic centers in the Hemisphere.

· Case studies and successful experiences in migration: young entrepreneur migrants, young migrants who upon their return started businesses and programs linking the Diaspora in the United States with their communities of origin.

· Other success stories.

Information gleaned in these activities will make it possible to formulate a comprehensive plan of action to complement successful programs with organizations and youth involved in the subject.

Roundtable: Youth Migration

In the framework of the Youth Forum of the Americas, an official event of the Fifth Summit of the Americas in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago

 April 2009

A roundtable titled Youth on the Move was held during the Forum of the Americas in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, as an official event of the Fifth Summit of the Americas to bring together migration experts with more than 300 young participants, who met to discuss and debate Summit topics and issues they face every day in their countries. 

Focus Group: Young Entrepreneurs and Migration

In the framework of the Talent & Innovation Competition of the Americas, prior to the OAS General Assembly in San Pedro Sula, Honduras

May 2009

During the TIC Americas and TIC Honduras competitions in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, on May 30, 2009, there was also a group consultation on “Migration and Youth” with youth of the teams participating in both competitions, in which they shared views on the subject in discussion tables.

International Videoconference: “Youth Migration”

The case of four countries: Mexico, Colombia, Panama, and Ecuador

August 2009

YABT conducted a videoconference on youth migration on August 4, which brought together youth and migration experts in Ecuador, Colombia, Mexico, Panama, and the United States in a virtual dialogue for nearly three hours, in which they shared their experiences and situations. 

Each country’s experts presented the country’s current situation with respect to youth migration, including programs to support temporary employment, productive investment, and support for the migrant upon return, as indicated in the following table:

The youth participants presented their cases, including the business started at the time they emigrated.

Regional study: “Youth Migration in Latin America and the Caribbean”

September 2009

The study titled YOUTH MIGRATION IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN was done by Dr. Ana Isabel Roldán Rico, professor and researcher at the Autonomous University of Querétaro and a strategic contributor to the study of YABT. Preliminary conclusions from the study are available in a second draft, submitted to YABT on July 29, 2009.

Colombia:

This study was supplemented with the national case study prepared by YABT Colombia in cooperation with the International Organization for Migration, on Youth Migration in Colombia.

At the workshop on management skills for young indigenous women in Guatemala July 6-10, 2009, and for young women entrepreneurs in Nicaragua July 13-17, there were regional consultations based on the questionnaire:

Identifying organizations that work on migration and entrepreneurship

In order to have updated and accurate information on programs dealing with youth migration in Latin America and the Caribbean, which will be included in the roster of organizations in the region, YABT is surveying the organizations with an on-line questionnaire and presentation letters.

This survey is being distributed to organizations throughout the region through the YABT network of contacts and cooperation, and other international organizations. The study has been able to compile a list of more than 170 organizations and institutions.

Case studies

Mendoza Emprende: Linking the Argentine Diaspora with young entrepreneurs in the area of Mendoza, Argentina

Fondo el Cucayo: A fund that awards seed capital (grants) to individuals who decide to return to Ecuador or have returned already to the country for productive investment in micro-enterprises.

Gato & Palenke: 

A young musical group that is dedicated to subjects and initiatives for other youth migrants.


Preliminary results of this project, complete and detailed reports of the activities, videos of testimony by young migrants, and the map of organizations working with young migrants are available on the YABT website www.ybiz.net or by contacting Valerie Lorena, Tel: 202 458 6442, E-mail: VLorerena@oas.org.
08





Fall





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP23112E01�








