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PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
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INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT
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18 March 2010


CEPCIDI Working Group
Original: English/Spanish


to Strengthen CIDI

COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM MEMBER STATES TO THE INFORMAL DRAFT RESOLUTION “STRENGTHENING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR 

INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI) AND ITS ORGANS”
(Prepared by the Chair of the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI,
with support from the Secretariat, on the basis of the comments made by delegations 

during the Working Group’s retreat on February 19, as well as 
specific comments received as of March 15, 2010)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:
1.
Resolutions CIDI/RES. 192 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 193 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 194 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; and CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08) and CIDI/RES. 228 (XIV-O/09), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”;
2.
Resolutions AG/RES. 2303 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2304 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2305 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; and AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 24690 (XXXIX-O/09), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”; and 

3.
Resolution AG/RES. 2474 (XXXIX-O/09), “Extension of the Term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009”;

4.
REITERATING the importance of strengthening the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and its organs, as well as mechanisms for policy dialogue and technical cooperation, with the intent to improve their functioning; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
5.
The important mandates of CIDI and those emanating from the sectoral meetings of ministers and high-level authorities in the areas of social development, education, culture, labor, tourism, sustainable development, and science and technology, as well as those that come from the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009; 

6.
The importance for member states to engage in substantive policy dialogue at CIDI meetings on topics of common interest, thus making it possible to achieve progress in the formulation of policies, the definition of priorities, and the development of specific actions aimed at promoting integral development in the Hemisphere; and 

7.
Proposal by the delegation of Argentina for a new preambular paragraph:  That CEPCIDI established a working group with the mandate of “considering the various options for strengthening CIDI and its organs and improving their functioning”;
8.
That it has been deemed advisable to extend the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 to allow the working group to complete its work and provide input for negotiations on the next Strategic Plan; 

9.
That the high-level cooperation authorities met in Bogotá, Colombia, on October 26 and 27, 2009, where they adopted the Consensus of Bogotá (CIDI/RECOOP/doc.8/09 rev. 3 corr. 1), and in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, on October 16 and 17, 2008, where they adopted the Course of Action of Playa del Carmen (CIDI/COOPTEC/doc.6/08), and in both documents they agreed to promote the OAS as a forum for dialogue on hemispheric cooperation and to enhance the effectiveness of the cooperation offered through the OAS; 

CONSIDERING: 

10.
That the Strategic Plan is essential to coordinating policies, programs, and means of action in the area of partnership for integral development, in the framework of the general policy and priorities defined by the General Assembly and of mandates from CIDI and from the sectoral meetings of ministers and high-level authorities in the economic, social, educational, cultural, labor, tourism, sustainable development, and scientific and technological fields; and 
11.
That a new Strategic Plan drawn up on the basis of recommendations to strengthen CIDI will help reinforce partnership for development within the OAS, 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT

12.
That the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI has considered various options for strengthening of CIDI and partnership for development keeping a holistic vision in mind, and has analyzed policy dialogue, technical cooperation, structure, and mechanisms, among other areas.

RESOLVES:
Proposal by the delegation of Argentina for a new operative paragraph 1:

To renew the Working Group’s mandate of “considering the various options for strengthening CIDI and its organs and improving their functioning”;
1. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to undertake an analysis of [ES: the applicability and functioning of] the Statutes and Rules of Procedures of CIDI and its organs (including CIDI, CEPCIDI, the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development and its Management Board, the CENPES, and the inter-American committees), [ES: taking into account the work of the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI during its first year of operation. and inform CEPCIDI on the gaps and overlaps of functions, as well as on differences between these and current practices.  This report The result of this analysis] should be presented [ES: to CEPCIDI] by September 1, 2010, at the latest, and will serve as a basis for [BR: discussing recommending] [ES: deciding on] any changes needed to improve [ES: the] efficiency and effectiveness [ES: of CIDI as a whole]. [AR: suggests moving this operative paragraph toward the end of this section.]
Proposal by the delegation of Colombia for an operative paragraph 1 a:

To accept the recommendation contained in the Bogotá Consensus to hold regular meetings of the high-level cooperation authorities and, in this regard, we agree to hold biennial meetings of high-level cooperation authorities. [ES: To accept the recommendation contained in the Bogotá Consensus to hold meetings of the high-level cooperation authorities as often as deemed necessary by the member states.]
Proposal by the delegation of Brazil for an operative paragraph 1 bis:

To promote inclusive mechanisms to foster the development of horizontal, South-South, and triangular cooperation activities, thus supplementing the traditional forms of cooperation used by the OAS.
Proposal by the delegation of Brazil for an operative paragraph 1 ter:

To reinforce member state participation in the process of selecting, executing, monitoring, and evaluating projects by strengthening the IACD and participation by the National Liaison Agencies (ONEs) in its decision-making process. 

2.
To instruct [JA: CEPCIDI the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development] to incorporate the following elements into the future Strategic Plan for Cooperation and Development 2010–2014: 

· The identification and assessment of past CIDI successes and [VE: and other challenges and future] challenges;
· The identification of key CIDI strategic objectives and expected results, and the [ES: means of mechanisms to be adopted for] measuring progress towards these results over the next four years..  We further instruct the Secretariat to use the Strategic Plan as the basis for [ES: budgeting] decisions [ES: on budget preparation] and the mobilization of resources.  All cooperation within the purview of CIDI and SEDI should be aligned with these strategic objectives, and together will form a limited number of hemispheric programs, [BH: consisting of national projects (ES: and/or components) where appropriate] dedicated to achieving those objectives [TT: with inputs from (ES: and the active participation of) the member states];
· [BH: Expansion Prioritization] of new cooperation modalities (e.g., triangular and South-South cooperation) [BH: in] into CIDI and SEDI’s portfolio [TT: without overlooking traditional forms of cooperation];
· An expanded consultation mechanism between member states and permanent observers who are donors to CIDI that will [ES: to] facilitate discussion on [BR: cooperation needs donor priorities]; and
· The identification of mechanisms [ES: and standards] to fulfill the role of the OAS as a platform to promote effective hemispheric cooperation.  

Proposal by the delegation of El Salvador for an operative paragraph 2 bis:
To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to ensure that the cooperation activities considered in the proposal for the 2011 FEMCIDI programming cycle meet, essentially, the new guidelines established in the Strategic Plan for Cooperation and Development 2010-2014.
[ES: We request the IACD to make special efforts to obtain, from different sources, additional financial and nonfinancial resources and Likewise, to] instruct the General Secretariat to collaborate with the IACD in its resource mobilization efforts with international cooperation organizations and institutions to support cooperation programs, projects, and activities.
3.
To strengthen the [DR: the regular meetings of CIDI,] sectoral ministerial processes in the framework of CIDI and the Summits of the Americas process so that they are better positioned to set a [DR: more coherent and better coordinated] hemispheric agenda and priorities in each sector, with medium- to long-term goals that can be implemented by the Secretariat in coordination with and with the support of member states.  In order to do so, we:
· Agree to work with the sectoral authorities for each ministerial process to [ES: focus on identify] expected results for ministerial meetings, in the context of CIDI’s broader objectives.  To achieve this, we call upon ministerial authorities, inter-American committees, and the working groups of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) to incorporate in their work [ES: plans] the identification of expected results and [ES: the] ways to measure progress toward achieving them, and to align any related budgets with the achievement of these results;
· Instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, in coordination with the corresponding authorities in each sector, to more closely align the frequency of the ministerial meetings with that of the Summits of the Americas.  Specifically, we instruct the Secretariat to work with authorities to limit the frequency of ministerial meetings to once every three years, and to make the required consequent changes to the frequency of related inter-American committees and IACML working groups;
· Instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, in [ES: coordination consultation] with the sectoral authorities, to carry out inter-agency consultations with relevant inter-American and regional development cooperation agencies and other international organizations to determine how [ES: the work of] CIDI and the OAS agenda can be more complementary, [ES: in order to and] minimize duplication of efforts;
· Agree to link the ministerial sectoral priorities to OAS and CIDI cooperation.  For this, we encourage member states to work in the framework of the inter-American committees and the working groups of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor to agree and present [ES: programs] proposals [ES: for hemispheric and national programs] to FEMCIDI and to prioritize in its work horizontal, South-South, and triangular forms of cooperation, as well as work through networks; and
· Instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to develop, in consultation with the member states and taking into account the specificities of each sector, common operating procedures for new and existing forms of cooperation.  These operating procedures will incorporate results-based management principles, as well as guidelines for monitoring and evaluation and for reporting on successes and best practices.
4.
To reiterate CIDI’s request to CEPCIDI to evaluate the usefulness of holding more than one regular meeting of CIDI each year, to make it possible to deal with procedural matters, particularly those carried out prior to regular session of the General Assembly, separately from those issues that may require substantive dialogue.

Proposal by the delegation of the Dominican Republic for an alternative operative paragraph 4:
To request CEPCIDI to evaluate the usefulness of holding meetings with substantive agendas, of having these meetings last two days, of including as part of the agenda dialogues with high-level officials from multilateral organizations and institutions, and of inviting the chairs of the different inter-American committees or sectoral ministerial meeting to attend to ensure a broader exchange on the work they are doing and greater coherence in the Organization’s consideration of development issues, as well as the identification of topics and initiatives of common interest for the purpose of promoting hemispheric dialogue and partnership for development among member states and promoting their integral development.

5.
To review and coordinate CIDI’s efforts with the Permanent Council’s Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) efforts in the re-engineering and priority-setting process. 

6.
To instruct CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution  

APPENDIX
Note from the delegation of Argentina:  

As concerns the Working Group’s mandate, given that no progress has been made or substantive agreements reached within the Group, one might ask whether it is advisable to spend the Working Group’s meeting time discussing a draft resolution that attempts to reflect progress that has not been made yet or whether it would be more appropriate to focus those efforts on carrying out the Group’s specific mandate. 

Any adjustment of, or change to, the regulatory structure of the OAS in this regard should be the result of the corresponding agreements or recommendations, with the first part underscoring those cases in which these agreements exist, such as the very mandate of the Group and other points stemming from the Course of Action of Playa del Carmen and the meeting of cooperation authorities in Bogotá.

Even though the Secretariat’s assessment and observations on the possible shortcomings or failings of the regulatory structure may be useful input for decision-making by states on the recommendations to be adopted, that assessment cannot constitute the core of a General Assembly resolution, since an instrument of this type is not needed to request this type of input from the Secretariat. 

Moreover, it should be noted that the Working Group’s mandate is not fulfilled through these recommendations to the extent that substantive agreements have not yet been reached on all of the aspects that should be improved or strengthened or on how to do so. 
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