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The Permanent Mission of Argentina to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and has the pleasure of submitting the following comments as a contribution to the discussions on how to approach the review of the various cooperation mechanisms currently in use at the OAS and inclusion of new modalities of cooperation in the OAS programming process, as well as the machinery for putting them into effect. The Permanent Mission of Argentina also requests their distribution among the member states.
1.
The Argentine delegation values and is determined to continue contributing to the efforts of the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and other organs to bolster cooperation for development in the framework of the OAS. Thus far, these efforts have centered on overhauling how FEMCIDI operates. 
2.
In the opinion of Argentina a variety of substantial improvements and adjustments are needed in the area of cooperation for development at the OAS, not only in terms of the way in which FEMCIDI operates, on which many of the measures adopted to date have focused, but also as regards the overall vision of multilateral cooperation in the Organization, including, in addition to activities financed by the multilateral fund (by which our country sets great store), those that are carried out under the aegis of specific funds and initiatives of countries or groups of countries, increasing their transparency and impact, and restoring to member states the ability to give cooperation the political impetus that they consider appropriate.
3.
Specifically where FEMCIDI is concerned, Argentina feels that for the Fund to genuinely revive as a cooperation mechanism, the reforms should not be confined simply to redesigning how cooperation funds are applied, that is, by thematic areas and time-staggered, as has been the case until now, but include structural–and, therefore, regulatory–changes that would allow incorporation of other innovative cooperation mechanisms (including elements of South-South and triangular cooperation).
4.
Accordingly, Argentina, as a middle-income country, is convinced of the importance of its potential contribution to hemispheric cooperation efforts at the OAS and that of other countries of similar characteristics, assuming that structural changes occur that would enable a genuine multilateral exercise in which all can make contributions–and not necessarily financial–within their capacities, where the benefits could target, in first place, the countries and regions that need it most. In this regard, we believe that a South-South and triangular approach could be adopted both within FEMCIDI, following the appropriate regulatory changes, as well as outside it, in specific and more comprehensive initiatives.
5.
With respect to the inclusion of “other cooperation mechanisms currently in use,” Argentina believes it essential in this instance to have consolidated information, which the Secretariat could prepare, on the mechanisms that are mentioned in the call for proposals (networking, technical assistance, good practices review, etc.), which are reputedly being applied inorganically and could be integrated in the interests of greater coherence in partnership for development efforts. By the same token it would be useful to have access to information on agreements and memoranda of understanding in the area of cooperation most recently signed by individual countries with the General Secretariat, in order to provide a more complete overview of the directions in which the political will of states is leaning in this regard. This applies in particular to member states, although it would also be of interest to know what formal cooperation arrangements are established between the General Secretariat and other states.
In that connection, any attempt to improve information and transparency is warranted if its purpose is to streamline and enhance cooperation efforts in the framework of the Organization. We believe that SEDI should play a central role as an information clearinghouse, consolidating and transmitting it on a regular basis to member states.  That would also allow a more thorough analysis, enable a more effective participation in the strengthening process on which CIDI has embarked, and permit appropriate courses of action to be plotted.

6.
As we know, Argentina, on the strength of its extensive experience with other partner countries and organizations, is especially keen to pursue triangular cooperation activities in the framework of the OAS, bearing in mind the positive results and impact that this type of cooperation has produced based on a variety of triangular cooperation agreements already signed by our country. As noted above, it is our view that this type of cooperation can take place in the framework of a component within FEMCIDI, as well as outside the Fund, in broader mechanisms.
7.
As regards the establishment of a system of informal consultations to consider the “Proposal for Implementing the Transition Period for the Proposed Structure for FEMCIDI,” the Argentine delegation is prepared to support any open–and, preferably, collective–participation mechanism, with an estimated time frame for its implementation and completion.

The Permanent Mission of Argentina to the Organization of American States extends to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development renewed assurances of its most distinguished consideration.

Washington, D.C., January 31, 2011

To the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development
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