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The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and has the honor to forward, herewith, the general outline of Argentina’s perspective on South-South cooperation in the OAS, as its contribution to the discussions on new cooperation modalities within the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI.


In that regard, it would be greatly appreciated if the Secretariat would distribute the aforementioned outline among the member states of the Organization.


The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., February 1, 2011
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Washington, D.C.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DISCUSSION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THE

SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION MODALITY IN THE INTER-AMERICAN SPACE

(Argentina)
I. The principles, characteristics, and importance of South-South cooperation

The heterogeneity and diversity of the actors involved in inter-American cooperation has contributed significantly to the international cooperation system and will continue to do so owing to the wide array of modalities and applicable instruments in implementing cooperation in the framework of that space.

II. International cooperation in a post-crisis context

The dynamics of international development cooperation are experiencing the effects of the recent financial crisis on global economic trends.  Those effects are resulting in a decline in economic activity in traditional cooperation donor countries, together with fiscal and monetary rescue packages implemented to address the crisis, which are leading to stark deterioration in their public financial situation.

III. South-South cooperation in the inter-American space 

The strength of South-South cooperation stems from a practice based on the following main criteria:
1. Such cooperation is based on horizontality, self-interest, and mutual benefit aimed at addressing jointly the development challenges and main priorities of the participating partners.

2. It is therefore international development cooperation in which knowledge exchange takes precedence over financial considerations. It therefore covers a wide array of fields geared to the requirements of the participating partners through technical assistance and/or capacity development.

3. It is committed to a relationship between cooperating partners that offer and request actions based on their strengths and weaknesses in terms of reciprocity.

4. South-South cooperation emphasizes the efficiency and effectiveness of resource use by limiting costs and comparing experiences.
5. It encourages relations among countries of the same region, promoting integration and good neighborly relations, as well as relationships with partner countries of other regions with which partnerships can be built.
The strength of South-South cooperation–and the list is not exclusive– is also reflected in its modalities and procedures.  Said modalities are diverse and flexible, and may be combined.  The main ones are: 

· Triangular cooperation: as its name indicates, three fundamental actors take part therein. These are usually a traditional donor, a middle-income country, and a third beneficiary less developed than the other two partners.  Each actor involved contributes its own experience in pursuance of a shared objective closely related to the governmental development priorities of the beneficiary partner.
Triangular cooperation enables linkage to be created among the action and perspectives of the low, middle, and high-income countries and is therefore an ideal instrument for activities of cooperatives in a heterogeneous environment, such as an international organization composed of countries of different sizes and levels of development in which each makes differentiated contributions in pursuance of a shared end.

It should also be emphasized that, at present, triangular cooperation is not being effected only among the above-mentioned traditional actors, whose action generally originates in a bilateral North-South cooperation experience between the traditional donor and one of the other partners involved.  Today, triangular intraregional South-South cooperation exists whose actors are two middle-income countries of the region, on behalf of a third country less developed than are these two.

Also to be mentioned are the numerous possible combinations of partnerships on behalf of a third partner. Two traditional donors enter into partnership with a middle-income country on behalf of a fourth. Two middle-income countries of the region enter into partnership with a traditional donor on behalf of a fourth. Although these combinations described were almost unimaginable some years ago, today they are the subject of serious discussion within the inter-American space.

· Subregional cooperation: The inter-American space is diverse and heterogeneous.  The Latin America and Caribbean region has at least four subregions
/ with their own mutually complementary characteristics and needs, but whose needs often differ.

· Bilateral South-South cooperation: This has been one of the South-South cooperation modalities most implemented among the countries of the region. It is effected primarily through the exchange of know-how and (technical assistance) and capacity development.
With regard to procedures, these increasingly ensure the efficiency and effectiveness of assistance exchanged:

· First, since this is cooperation among governments, it ensures that the assistance addresses governmental priorities.

· Secondly, since projects and/or programs are defined and prepared with participation by all actors involved, from the outset, this ensures “ownership” by the end beneficiary.

· Thirdly, because the experts selected, the type and modality of technical assistance, and the timetable of activities are defined periodically and reviewed jointly.

· Fourth, because evaluation and monitoring is effected by agreement among all parties, who generally have prior knowledge of the reality faced by all of us.

· New challenges in strengthening inter-American cooperation 


The current context of financial crisis, with repercussions on traditional development assistance policies, makes it more necessary than ever to include South-South and triangular cooperation on the development cooperation agenda in the OAS.  Cooperation effected among countries of the Americas under South-South cooperation parameters is without question an important contribution to traditional cooperation modalities.  The integration of South-South cooperation and other modalities on the inter-American cooperation agenda gives precedence to the part played by middle-income countries in optimizing financial resources, ultimately strengthening the inter-American development cooperation system.
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�.	These may be classified as MERCOSUR (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, and Venezuela); Andean countries (Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, and Colombia); Central America + Mexico; and the Spanish-speaking and English-speaking Caribbean.





