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As a follow-up to the November 4, 2011 meeting of the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI (CEPCIDI/GT/FORCIDI/doc.43/11) and in response to the request from the authorities of the Working Group, included herewith is an overview of the considerations and the agreements reached for continued consideration of Major Theme 1:  Other cooperation mechanisms to be promoted within the OAS framework.

1. Concerning the Proposed Methodology for advancing the work of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI in the 2011-2012 term (CEPCIDI/GT/FORCIDI/doc.44/11)

The Chair presented the document and delegations made general comments. It was explained that this document is based on the Work Plan ... (insert classification); that it is to serve as a general guide for the Group's work during this period; and that, as such, it should be understood to be flexible enough to be adjusted as necessary in discussing the various topics. It was also recalled that the recommendations presented by the delegations, national authorities, and the hierarchy of the Secretariat regarding the new FEMCIDI structure in light of the evaluation process mandated by resolution 175/10, would be considered simultaneously and separately.

Also noted was the usefulness of collecting recommendations the Working Group would be presenting to the CEPCIDI in a draft resolution, which could be added throughout the process of considering the themes. As indicated in the proposed methodology, the authorities of the Working Group will act as rapporteurs for the process, so as to facilitate the timely gathering of the various recommendations that may arise.

In that same vein, comments were made regarding the advisability of referring to the CEPCIDI in a timely manner those recommendations that merit consideration in the short term.

2. Concerning the Basic Discussion Paper for Major Theme 1:  Other cooperation mechanisms to be promoted within the OAS framework (CEPCIDI/GT/FORCIDI/doc.45/11).

In delivering his overview on the document, the Chair highlighted the following, among others:
· The basic document is not exhaustive in the theme it addresses. It was prepared by the authorities of the Working Group, with the support of the Secretariat, based on the criterion of identifying priorities and opportunities.

· The proposal includes a two-pronged approach to addressing the issue:  broadly and generally in the context of development cooperation within the OAS; and, secondly, in the specific context of FEMCIDI.

· The proposal seeks to make the structure and mechanisms related to cooperation processes at different levels more efficient.

· The considerations and recommendations are starting points on which proposals for consensus are expected to be generated, for referral in due course to CEPCIDI for consideration.

The acting Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Jorge Saggiante, and the Secretary of External Relations, Alfonso Quiñónez, shared their general views on the issue and commented on how all forms of cooperation within the framework of the OAS could be incorporated more systematically. The highlights of both presentations were:

· The need to promote the exchange of experiences within the Secretariat for better management of cooperation.

· The possibility of having a mandate to strengthen COOPERANET to facilitate development cooperation management.

· Advantage could be taken of the Summit of the Americas as an opportunity to make the strengthening of cooperation in the framework of the OAS more visible.

· The definition of cooperation must come from the member states and not from donors.

· Work should be done to properly quantify cooperation in terms of South-South cooperation. The focus of the themes is important.

· Given the diversity of existing mechanisms and modalities, it is important to have a general guide to facilitate greater coordination among processes, in order to promote the exchange of experiences and to ensure proper systematization of information.

From the foregoing, it was noted that CooperaNet could become a tool for implementing a mechanism to record and channel the largest flow of information on cooperation opportunities. This is based on the premise of maintaining the independence of the work plans in the different sectors.

For the delegations to be able to consider this option and get more in-depth information on it, the Secretariat was asked to prepare an information document detailing the current work of COOPERANET and linking in general terms the Working Group authorities’ proposal, in order to make a presentation at the next meeting of the Working Group.

It was felt that as progress is made in considering the issue, there could be other presentations by the Secretariat–on network operation, for example–and these would be requested as needed.

To ensure the next formal meeting of the Group (Tuesday, December 6, 2011, 2:30 p.m., Bolivar Room) is a substantive one, the delegations were asked to send by Wednesday, November 30, their observations and/or comments on the basic document currently under consideration. With Secretariat support, the authorities will consolidate and distribute them by next December 2.
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