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I. INTRODUCTION

At its thirty-seventh regular session, the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) adopted resolution AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Year of Women,” to proclaim 2010 as the year for its commemoration.

In that resolution, the General Assembly also requested the Permanent Council to form a working group to prepare a program of activities for the Inter-American Year of Women that provides for participation by officials of governments, parliaments, international organizations, civil society, and the private sector, and identifies sources of funding for those activities.

The Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) was also requested to support the activities of the working group. To that end, it will serve as the Technical Secretariat of the working group.

It was also resolved to create a specific fund to finance activities related to the Inter-American Year of Women, open to contributions by member states, permanent observers, international organizations, civil society, the private sector, and the international community in general.

II. WORKING GROUP
1. Formation of the Working Group

In fulfillment of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07), the General Committee, at its meeting held on Tuesday, September 29, 2009, decided to deem formed the Working Group to Prepare the Program of Activities for the Inter-American Year of Women.  On that occasion, the Alternate Representative of Chile, Pamela Albornoz, was elected Chair of the Working Group.  Her candidacy had been presented by the delegation of Mexico and seconded by the delegations of Brazil and Colombia.

2. Meetings of the Working Group

The Working Group will hold three one-day meetings in the October to December 2009 period to draw up a program of activities that includes actions at the level of the Organization, the subregions (COMMCA, REM, REMMA, and CARICOM), and the different countries.  All states interested in participating in the preparations to commemorate this event are invited to participate in those meetings.

III. INITIATIVES FOR IMPLEMENTATION

1. Prepare a theme for the Inter-American Year of Women to provide components of a conceptual framework document to be prepared by the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).  The theme should be representative of the different states and will take account of the following proposals:

a) Development of the theme “Women and Power,” understanding that it includes building citizenship, respect for human rights, and democratic governance.

b) Focusing the message on violence against women (Eradicate violence against women; Fifteen years since the signing of the Convention of Belém do Pará; The CIM works to counter violence against women in the Americas)

c) Explicit mention of the Convention of Belém do Pará.
2. Identify subregional activities and gain awareness of programs of countries, taking into account that the Executive Committee of the CIM decided, at its meetings of November 5 and 6, to carry out the following activities: 

a.
Launching celebrations in February 2010 on a date near that of the session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) and to coincide with the next regular meeting of the Executive Committee of the CIM.  The idea is that U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton would be the keynote speaker at this event co-sponsored by the Lecture Series of the Americas and the CIM.

3. Commemorative events in the framework of the:

a. ECLAC’s XI Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, to be held in July, in Brazil;

b. Conference of the States Parties of the MESECVI, to be held in September, in Guatemala; and

c. Thirty-fifth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, to be held in November, in Mexico.

4. Establish partnerships with a view to inclusion of the Inter-American Year of Women on the agendas of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the United Nations.

5. Evaluate academic and cultural activities carried out in the OAS.

6. Explore opportunities to engage eminent performing artists and cultural, political, media, and sports personalities to participate in the celebration of this event.

7. Invite the Organization of Women of the Americas (OMA) to participate in this celebration.

This work plan is subject to the observations of the Working Group itself and, evidently, to its adoption by the Ministers or the Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States and/or Principal Delegates of the CIM.
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