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Record of the informal meeting held on November 3, 2009

Participants:  Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Mexico, and United States.

The delegations of Uruguay and Venezuela asked to be excused as they were attending a meeting of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).


The informal meeting of the Working Group was convened by the Chair (Chile) to craft a slogan for the Inter-American Year of Women 2010, based on proposed wording presented in document CG/GT/PAIM-5/09.  Following a productive assessment of the sentences by the delegations, the decision was to work around the central idea of “Women and Power,” linking it to an objective or goal identifying women of the Americas.

The Working Group decided that a short message needed to be presented to explain the concept of “Power” as not only associated with a purely political context.  It was therefore decided that the slogan should meet the following criteria:
· Be inclusive (involving both women and men, avoid the use of words like all [women], we [women], [women] together).
· Be positive: That is, invite contribution and participation by all society.
· Refrain from using the word future, which could be construed as erasing the gains made in the area of gender equality and equity—that is to say, the aim is to craft a message that sets goals for the present, which will last for future generations.

After a lengthy exchange of ideas the following slogan was decided on:

Women and Power: for a world with equality
Other topics
During the meeting, the Chair explained that as part of the decisions arising from the meeting of October 16, invitations for the next Working Group meeting scheduled for November 17 had been extended to the Director of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER), Ms. Irene Klinger; to the Director of the Department of Cultural Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations, Ms. Lydia Bendersky; and to the coordinator of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) Gender, Ethnicity and Health Unit, Dr. Marijke Volzeboer-Salcedo.  It was also noted that letters had been sent to the pro tempore chairs of the sub-regional groups inviting them to organize activities to celebrate 2010 as Inter-American Year of Women.
As well, the Chair referred to the resignation of the President of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), Minister Laura Albornoz, and announced the appointment of the Principal Delegate of the United States, Ms. Wanda K. Jones, to succeed her in the position.  The Chair also pledged the support of the Government of Chile for the incoming CIM president in her work.
There was also a discussion of the deadlines established for countries to provide notification of activities they have planned, and it was agreed that the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM would reiterate this request. Accordingly, a decision was taken to extend to November 12, 2009, the deadline for the information to be received, so that those principal delegates that had not yet done so could send in the information and state their logo preference.

As regards the activity scheduled for late February to launch 2010 as Inter-American Year of Women, the United States delegate said that he had spoken with his country’s Ambassador-Designate, Carmen Lomellin (a former Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women), who expressed interest in actively collaborating on the various celebratory events.  He also indicated that he was looking into the possibility of inviting First Lady Michelle Obama to the launch of Inter-American Year of Women.
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