PAGE  
- 2 -



PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CG/GT/PAIM-6/09



28 October 2009


GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish

Working Group to Prepare the Program of Activities

For Inter-American Year of Women

Record of the meeting held on October 16, 2009


The meeting was conducted under the chairmanship of Ms. Pamela Albornoz, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Program of Activities for Inter-American Year of Women, to consider the items on the order of business, document CG/GT/PAIM-3/09 rev. 1.


Participating in this meeting were the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

1. Consideration of the Work Plan

The Work Plan contained in document CG/GT/PAIM-2/09 was considered. The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Mexico, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela expressed appreciation for the presentation of the document.

2.
Preparation of the message for Inter-American Year of Women

The Delegation of Mexico asked whether the logo submitted by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) was to be included in the Work Plan. The Chair explained that the aim was to create a slogan to accompany the logo with a message that includes all member states. The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Venezuela, and Uruguay agreed that the message should not focus on the Convention of Belém do Pará but should instead be about violence against women. 

The delegations of Canada and the United States agreed that the Convention should not be the focus as there are countries that are not party to it. 

Noting that “Women and Power” could be the central theme and that violence should be identified as an obstacle, the Delegate of Brazil explained that there were various aspects to this issue. She suggested the following slogan: “Economic, political, and citizen empowerment.”

“Gender Equality and Equity – Cultural, social, and political change” was proposed by the delegate of Uruguay. 

The Chair offered to submit a proposal with a central theme to the next meeting of the Working Group.

3.
Identification of national activities to commemorate Inter-American Year of Women

Under this item, the Chair took the floor to explain that countries were being asked to report activities that were being undertaken in their respective countries, and which should be included on the working agenda for Inter-American Year of Women. The Chair further noted that in Chile, a press conference has been scheduled for March 8 – International Women's Day – to discuss 2010 as Inter-American Year of Women. 

The delegations of Argentina and Uruguay reported on activities to be undertaken in those countries from May to June 2010 and December 2009, respectively, and that these opportunities could be used to provide information on Inter-American Year of Women.




On this item, the following agreements were reached:

· The Chair would contact the Subregional Groups.

· To invite to the next meeting of the Working Group Ms. Irene Klinger, Director of the Department of International Affairs; Ms. Lydia Bendersky, Director of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture; and Ms. Marijke Velzeboer-Salcedo, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) Coordinator for Gender, Ethnicity, and Health.

· To remember that February 18 is a significant date that should not go unnoticed.

· To have a Plan B with the names of other exemplary women from other countries, in case the proposed speakers cannot participate in the event.

· To consider convening a special meeting of the Permanent Council on February 18.

· That Inter-American Year of Women be launched simultaneously in all the countries on February 18.

· To include the Art Museum of the Americas to mount an exhibition.

· Columbus Memorial Library for bibliographical material on outstanding women.

· To ask stars like Shakira of Colombia and Salma Hayek of Mexico to include the celebration of Inter-American Year of Women in their message.

· To invite and incorporate the Organization of Women of the Americas (OMA) which would announce the commemoration of Inter-American Year of Women through its activities.

· To include the topic in the Model Assembly for young people to present their ideas on this subject.

· To bear in mind that every female ambassador, permanent representative, and alternative representative has some experience in the area of women’s affairs.

· An informal working group was formed to develop the list of activities. This working group comprised the following countries: Brazil, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

There being no further topic to discuss, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:30 p.m.
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