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KEY TOPICS FOR PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT IN THE TOURISM SECTOR UNDER THE SPECIAL MULTILATERAL FUND OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL 
FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT 

(Agreed on during the eighth plenary session, held on September 30, 2011 and 
reviewed by the Style Committee)
THE NINETEENTH INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS,

CONSIDERING:

That it is the responsibility of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to stimulate regional dialogue and cooperation activities in favor of integral and sustainable development in the context of sustainable tourism development; and,

That the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, convened under the motto “Tourism: A Challenge for Addressing Poverty,” afforded a valuable opportunity for dialogue, for the exchange of experiences and good practices, and for agreeing on cooperation and collaboration actions among the member states in pursuit of sustainable tourism that emphasizes the rational use of resources, the importance of public-private partnerships, social and corporate responsibility, and cultural and heritage tourism as pivotal factors in the consolidation of communities, and the protection of our cultural and environmental heritage for the benefit of future generations; 

That this XIX Inter-American Travel Congress received the assistance of the Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF) of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) in organizing, as a part of the Congress, the Forum on Public-Private Partnerships, and that the aforesaid agency has considered supporting and contributing to the member states’ cooperation efforts in the tourism sector, in conjunction with the Organization of American States (OAS);
That the current Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2006-2009 establishes sustainable development of tourism as one of the areas of action in which it will concentrate its partnership for development efforts; and
That partnership for development covers all the member states, regardless of their levels of development, and this requires, inter alia, orienting the limited resources of the OAS in an effective way to address the most urgent needs of the member states, particularly those with smaller and more vulnerable economies,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions AG/RES. 2591 (XL-O/10) and CIDI/RES. 243 (XV-O/10), “The Importance of Tourism Cooperation in the Americas”;

Resolutions AG/RES. 2639 (XLI-O/11) and CIDI/RES. 249 (XVI-O/11), “Adaptation of the Inter-American Travel Congresses to the CIDI Framework and Holding of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress”;

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 192 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 193 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 194 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08) and CIDI/RES. 228 (XIV-O/09), “Strengthening Partnership for Development: Political Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”; and CIDI/RES. 244 (XV-O/10), “Extension of the Mandate of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI”; 

Resolutions AG/RES. 2303 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2304 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2305 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2469 (XXXIX-O/09), “Strengthening Partnership for Development: Political Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”; and AG/RES. 2609 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2646 (XLI-O/11), and CIDI/RES. 258 (XVI-O/11), “Extension of the Mandate of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and Its Organs”; 

Resolutions AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06) and CIDI/RES. 178 (XI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009”; AG/RES. 2474 (XXXIX-O/09), CIDI/RES. 218 (XIV-O/09), AG/RES. 2583 (XL-O/10), CIDI/RES. 237 (XV-O/10), AG/RES. 2641 (XLI-O/11), and CIDI/RES. 252 (XVI-O/11), “Extension of the Term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009”; 

Resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 175/10 (CLXIV-O/10), “Strengthening of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI): Establishment of a Transition Period Aimed at Putting into Practice the Proposed Structure for FEMCIDI,” and,

The “Decisions on Cooperation of the XVI Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)” (CIDI/doc.10/11), and, 

CONSIDERING: 


That resolution AG/RES. 2639 (XLI-O/11) created the Inter-American Committee on Tourism in keeping with Articles 77 and 95.c.3 of the Charter of the Organization of American States and instructed the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to prepare its rules of procedure in accordance with the guidelines set by this Congress;

That the new proposed structure for FEMCIDI seeks to ensure a direct link between the priorities set by the member states’ top-level political bodies and the Fund’s cooperation activities, and that the Ministers and High Authorities of Tourism will define, within the framework of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, the cooperation priorities within the framework of FEMCIDI; 


That the preparatory meeting for the Inter-American Travel Congress, held at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS) on June 23 and 24, 2011, conducted an exploratory consultation and discussed the states’ priorities for partnership for development cooperation in the tourism sector under the aegis of FEMCIDI, and
That, at the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, the Ministers and Heads of Delegation welcomed the creation of a hemispheric tourism fund to support communities that live in extreme poverty and have tourism potential in their environment (CIDI/TUR-XIX/doc. 8 /11),
RESOLVES:

1. To express its commitment to strengthening the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and to recognize the importance of partnership for development within the framework of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI).

2. To define the following two key topics for partnership for development in the tourism area within the framework of FEMCIDI:  (i) Tourism industry competitiveness, particularly among microenterprises and small and medium-sized companies, and support for human capacity-building in the public and private spheres through training and the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs); (ii) Promotion of the sustainable development of tourism, through the mitigation of negative environmental impacts, increased public awareness about the importance of preserving ecological balance in tourist areas, relations between tourism and other sectors of the economy, and support for ecotourism and sustainable tourism by means of dialogue between the public and private sectors.

3.
To emphasize the importance of adopting, in coordination with the relevant bodies of CIDI, the necessary measures aimed at creating a financing and cooperation mechanism among the ministries of tourism through a hemispheric tourism fund, with voluntary contributions, geared towards communities that live in extreme poverty and have tourism potential in their environment. While maintaining its independence in terms of defining its topics, it would take into consideration the possibility of being incorporated into the work programs of the new FEMCIDI structure.

4. To instruct the recently created Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CIT) to contribute to the design of the programs carried out under the key topics that have been defined. 

5. To invite member states to consider contributing resources and technical cooperation to FEMCIDI, in accordance with their means. 

6. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and the Secretariat for External Relations, through their corresponding offices, to provide the necessary technical support and to mobilize additional resources and technical cooperation to implement FEMCIDI’s projects in the tourism sector.

7. To instruct the CIT, with the support of the General Secretariat, to report to CIDI and to the XX Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High Authorities of Tourism on the implementation of this resolution.
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