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I. NATURE, PURPOSES AND ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CENPES 

Article 1.

1. 
The CENPES are technical bodies intended to support CIDI in those aspects of partnership for development that CIDI determines, within the framework of the functions that are covered in Articles 2 and 3 of these Rules of Procedure.

2. 
The CENPES are established at regular meetings of CIDI in accordance with the priority areas of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development approved by the General Assembly (henceforth "the Strategic Plan"). Their number shall not exceed that of the priority areas of cooperation included in the Strategic Plan.

3. 
CIDI shall determine the period of duration for each CENPE at the time of its establishment and this shall be consistent with the time-frame of the Strategic Plan.

II. FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Article 2. 

The CENPES shall have the functions and responsibilities assigned to them in Articles 8, 9, 10, 11, 17 y 29 of the CIDI Statutes; those contemplated in Articles 17, 21 and 23 of the FEMCIDI Statutes; as well as those contained in these Rules of Procedure and those assigned to them by CIDI.

Article 3. 
CIDI may request the CENPES to evaluate projects or activities whose financing originates in funds other than FEMCIDI.

III. MEMBERSHIP

Article 4.

1. 
Each CENPE shall consist of no more than seven principal specialists.

2. 
Each CENPE can have only one specialist of the same nationality.

3. 
The member states shall ensure that the candidates presented to be members of the CENPES are individuals of recognized competence in their area of specialization.

4. 
The member states shall also ensure that the candidates they present have no direct ties with the national executing institution of the project they present for evaluation. However, they may be members of the coordinating institution provided it does not have a direct relation to said projects.

5. 
In the event a connection of the sort covered under subparagraph 4 of this Article is noted, the provisions of Article 14, subparagraph 4, of these Rules of Procedure shall be applied.

6. 
Efforts shall be made to ensure that the membership of the CENPES reflects an equitable geographic representation.

IV. ELECTION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CENPES

Article 5.

1. 
The members of the CENPES shall be elected, based on personal merit, for a period to be determined at the time of their election. The election of the members of the CENPES shall take place at a regular or special meeting of CIDI. In both cases the procedures described in Article 6 of these Rules of Procedure shall be followed.

2.
 Pursuant to Article 24 of the Statutes of CIDI, in the case of a specialized or sectoral meeting of CIDI that has specified the competence, operation and membership of the CENPE corresponding to its area, said specification shall be taken into account by the regular or special meeting of CIDI when electing the members of the CENPES.

3. 
Additionally, the specifications mentioned in the previous subparagraph may be recommended by a meeting of an inter-American committee, in the respective area.

Article 6.

1. 
CIDI shall include in the draft agenda of the regular or special meetings of CIDI to be sent to the governments the topic of election of the members of CENPES, when such an election is due to take place in that meeting. Based on that inclusion, member states may present their candidates up to thirty days prior to the date of the meeting in which the election shall take place.
2. 
Each member state may present a maximum of one candidate for each CENPE.

3. 
The Executive Secretariat shall prepare a list of the candidates presented, in alphabetical order, and transmit it to CIDI no less than 7 days before the date of the meeting during which the members of a CENPE shall be elected.

Article 7.

1. 
For each CENPE, principal members shall be elected in the numbers specified by CIDI and, to the extent possible, the same number of alternate members.

2. 
The election of principal and alternate members for each CENPE shall be decided by secret vote, unless it is decided to elect them by acclamation, from among the candidates appearing on the list referred to in Article 6, subparagraph 3 of these Rules of Procedure.

3. 
In the case of a vote, the candidates receiving the greatest number of votes and the absolute majority of votes of the member states, in descending order until all vacancies for each CENPE have been filled, shall be declared elected as principal and alternate members for each CENPE.

4. 
When two or more elected posts are to be filled at the same time and under the same conditions, the candidates receiving the required majority on the first ballot shall be declared elected. If the number of candidates receiving such majority is less than the number of members to be elected, there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining posts, the voting being limited to the candidates who received the most votes on the previous ballot, in such a way that the number of candidates shall not be more than twice the number of posts remaining to be filled.

5. 
In case of a tie between two or more candidates who have received at least the required majority, if the number of places to be filled is less than the number of candidates who have received the same number of votes, another ballot shall be taken. If the tie is not broken in this second ballot, the election shall be decided by lot.

6. 
Each member state shall have the right to vote for a number of candidates equal to the principal and alternate positions that are vacant.

Article 8. 

Within the framework of article 14 of the CIDI Statutes, the terms of office of the members of CENPES shall start from the date on which the annual meeting of evaluation of the "Programming Proposal of Partnership for Development Activities" takes place, in accordance with Article 17 (d) of the FEMCIDI Statutes (henceforth "the evaluation meeting") and in accordance with the budgetary resources available.

Article 9.

1. 
Should a vacancy arise in a CENPE before the expiration of the term, the Executive Secretary shall notify CIDI, the Chair of the CENPE concerned, whenever necessary, and the corresponding alternate in the order established under Article 7, subparagraph 3, of these Rules of Procedure.

2. 
If the number of alternates does not prove sufficient to fill the vacancies that may arise within a CENPE prior to the normal expiration of its member’s term, each member state may present a candidate within a period of 30 days, counting from the date of receipt of notification from the Executive Secretary that a vacancy has arisen for which there is no alternate. This provision shall not be applicable in the case covered by subparagraph 4 of this Article.

3. 
The Executive Secretariat shall prepare a list of the candidates in alphabetical order and transmit it to CIDI , which shall provisionally fill the vacancy in accordance with the procedure set forth in Article 6 of these Rules of Procedure.

4. 
Should the term expire within six months after the date on which the vacancy arises, the vacancy shall not be filled.

V. FUNCTIONING

Chair

Article 10.

1. 
Each CENPE shall have a Chair, who shall be elected annually by a majority of the members of each corresponding CENPE on the first day of the evaluation meeting. In that same meeting lots shall be drawn among the other principal members of the respective CENPE for the purpose of establishing a replacement order in case the need arises for a temporary or permanent replacement of the Chair.

2. 
In the case of the permanent absence of the elected Chair, the CENPE shall be presided over by the corresponding member, who shall hold the position of Chair until the CENPE’s next evaluation meeting. The permanent change of a CENPE Chair shall be communicated to CIDI, in writing, through the Executive Secretary for Integral Development.

Ad-Hoc Coordinating Committee of the CENPES

Article 11.

1. 
The Chairs of the CENPES will form an Ad Hoc Coordinating Committee to provide guidance and recommendations for the general coordination of sectoral cooperation activities, with an overall perspective, and contribute to the preparation of the sectoral or specialized meetings of CIDI. When requested to do so, the members of CENPES shall participate in those meetings as advisors.

2. 
The Ad Hoc Coordinating Committee shall meet once a year, coinciding with the evaluation meeting of partnership for development activities. In addition, it may meet at other times at the request of CIDI.

3. 
The Ad Hoc Coordinating Committee shall forward to CIDI the recommendations that may result from the meetings of CENPES.

Article 12. 

With the support of the Executive Secretariat, the CENPES should, when appropriate, use electronic means of communication in the discharge of their duties.

VI. EVALUATION OF THEPROGRAMMING PROPOSAL

Article 13.
In performing their functions, the CENPES shall meet at least once a year. Pursuant to Article 17 (e) of the FEMCIDI Statutes, the CENPES shall meet at the headquarters of the General Secretariat to evaluate the Programming Proposal of Partnership for Development Activities prepared by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development. The Executive Secretariat for Integral Development shall notify member states of the date of the CENPES meetings.

Article 14.

1. 
In evaluating the project proposals, the CENPES shall apply the criteria for the selection and evaluation of partnership for development activities approved by CIDI. In addition, the CENPES must take into account other technical and policy guidelines related to their work, approved by the General Assembly, or CIDI, which may be contained in resolutions, regulatory provisions or other documents of an obligatory nature.

2. 
The meetings of the CENPES to evaluate the Programming Proposal shall be closed. The CENPES shall only consider those proposals properly submitted and shall evaluate them with total independence of judgment, using only the criteria and format approved by the IACD Management Board and provided by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development. Project proponents or the proposed executing agencies shall not be permitted to attend those meetings nor influence the assessment and recommendation of the CENPES. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the CENPES may request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to obtain any additional technical information that is considered necessary to evaluate a specific proposal adequately.

3. 
The Executive Secretariat for Integral Development shall be the Secretariat of the evaluation meetings and shall coordinate the logistical support provided by the corresponding dependencies of the General Secretariat.

4. 
If a member of a CENPE is a representative of a coordinating, executing or receiving institution such that it would directly benefit with financial resources from a proposed project or activity he is entrusted with evaluating, he shall recuse himself from participating in its evaluation. Failure to comply with this obligation will invalidate the respective evaluation.

Article 15. 

Once the evaluation of the Programming Proposal has been completed, each CENPE shall prepare a final report. Those reports shall be sent to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development so that they may be considered by IACD Management Board. Based on Article 3 of these Rules of Procedure and when appropriate, such reports shall include projects and activities funded with resources other than those of FEMCIDI. 

Article 16.

1. 
Using the form provided by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, each CENPE shall prepare a final report which shall contain a list of the project proposals or activities that could be approved by the Management Board. The list shall contain, in addition, a score that corresponds to the technical merits of the proposals, in accordance with the criteria established for this purpose, as well as a recommendation of the amount of financial resources necessary for their execution.

2. 
The report shall also contain the level of financial resources which the CENPES consider necessary to be provided by FEMCIDI and, as appropriate, the technical observations for making the project as effective as possible. When determining the amounts necessary to finance a project, the CENPES shall take into account, for each project, its ability to mobilize resources and the existence of conditions to ensure its viability.

3. 
In those cases where CENPES consider that a lesser amount than originally requested for a specific proposal is required for the fulfillment of the project, or recommend no financing at all from FEMCIDI for any such proposal, a detailed explanation of the technical reasons for such recommendations should also be included in the final report.

4.
The analysis and evaluation of the Programming Proposal made by the CENPES shall serve as basis for the approval of said proposal by the IACD Management Board. The distribution of available resources in the approved Proposal shall reflect an adequate balance between thematic areas and regional needs.

5.
The final report may also contain any recommendation that the CENPE deems pertinent to make the preparation, presentation, execution or evaluation of partnership for development projects and activities as effective as possible.

VII. AMENDMENTS TO THESE RULES OF PROCEDURE

Article 17. 

These Rules of Procedure can be amended by CIDI by its own decision or by recommendation of CENPES or CIDI.
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