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REPORT OF THE FOURTEENTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

The Fourteenth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) was held at the Headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS) on May 5, 2009, pursuant to the convocation issued by the 149th Regular Meeting of the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), which was held on February 19, 2009.


Annex I of this report contains the List of Documents, with their web links. 

I. INAUGURAL SESSION 

According to Article 3 of the Rules of Procedure of CIDI, when a meeting of the Council is held at the Organization’s Headquarters, the Chair shall be temporarily held by the head of the delegation that is first in the order of precedence established for that meeting. The 149th Regular Meeting of CEPCIDI, held on February 19, 2009, set the order of precedence whereby the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda was placed first and, consequently, Ambassador Deborah Mae-Lovell, assumed the position of temporary Chair. 


The Meeting was opened by the Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza, and by Ambassador Efrén Cocios, Permanent Representative of Ecuador and Chair of CEPCIDI. 


In his welcoming address, the Secretary General noted the bonds between the Summits of the Americas and CIDI and, in particular, the development priorities set out by the heads of state and government at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Trinidad and Tobago in April. 


For instance, he said that it fell to CIDI and the OAS to head up the Inter-American Cooperation Network for Social Protection and, through it, to provide a forum for exchanges of experiences, programs, and best practices in order to increase efficiency and effectiveness in identifying opportunities for enhanced multilateral cooperation in the area of social development. He reminded the meeting that this Network was one of the results of the First Meeting of Ministers of Social Development within the framework of CIDI, held in Reñaca, Chile, which analyzed the different aspects of the institutionality of social policy and the main challenges facing it. In addition, the participants at that ministerial meeting shared their national social protection experiences, with particular reference to conditional transfers of funds, their effectiveness, and the possibility of strengthening cooperation mechanisms to systematize and exchange knowledge and experiences. Regarding the last point, he noted that concrete results in that area would most probably be presented at the next Meeting of Ministers of Social Development, to be held in Colombia during 2010. 


He also spoke of the sustainable development mandates of the Fifth Summit, including the call made for the ministers and highest appropriate authorities responsible for sustainable development to meet during 2010 to assess the achievements of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS). That occasion would also offer an opportunity for further progress with considering such vitally important topics as climate change and all aspects of the energy question. The Secretary General emphasized that the area of sustainable development offered important opportunities for a fruitful dialogue among countries of a single region with different needs, challenges, and interests, as well as opportunities for cooperation in order to make progress with a common agenda. In that regard, and within the framework of the mandates of the Fifth Summit, he said it would be useful to hold a hemispheric meeting on climate change prior to the Copenhagen global meeting and also to hold an energy ministerial during the coming year. 


In concluding, the Secretary General said it was crucial to continue improving the interaction between the Summits Process and CIDI and to continue making progress with strengthening CIDI and its subsidiary agencies; in that regard, he underscored the importance of keeping the Summit mandates in mind during the negotiations for the new Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development.


In turn, Ambassador Efrén A. Cocios, Permanent Representative of Ecuador and Chair of CEPCIDI, noted that around 80 percent of the Summit mandates were directly covered by the inter-American ministerial meeting system and that CIDI, as the central agency for cooperation, had received major mandates that posed great challenges and opportunities for defining a common Inter-American agenda in the various sectoral areas. He thus said that to implement the mandates received, it was important that work continued on the process of strengthening CIDI.


He added that an important step forward had been taken with the tasks already carried out by the Working Group for the Strengthening of CIDI and with the thematic guidelines defined by the Special Technical Meeting of National Authorities and Experts on Cooperation and supported by the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development for its work. He also pointed out that in spite of the progress made, greater speed was needed for reaching agreements and for swiftly putting into operation the new scheme to strengthen dialogue and ties with cooperation efforts. In that regard, he said that an important step toward strengthening CIDI and achieving closer connections between political dialogue and cooperation efforts had been taken with the organization of CIDI’s Specialized Meeting of National Cooperation Authorities, to be held in Colombia next October. 


In concluding, he emphasized the work that CIDI’s ministerial processes played in the implementation and follow-up of ministerial mandates, and he reminded the participants how the work of the ministerials held during 2009, and of those planned for 2010, will help turn the agreements of the heads of state and government into a reality. 

II. FIRST PLENARY SESSION


The Chair submitted, for consideration by the delegations, the draft agenda, annotated draft agenda, and meeting schedule, which were adopted without modifications and can be found in documents CIDI/XIV/doc.2/09 rev. 1, CIDI/XIV/doc.3/09 rev. 1 and CIDI/XIV/doc.4/09 rev. 1, respectively.  Ambassador Mae-Lovell then proceeded with the election of the Chair of the Meeting, whereby Ambassador Efrén A. Cocios, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, was elected by acclamation.

Finally, CIDI ratified the agreements reached by CEPCIDI regarding the constitution of the Style Committee, the meeting’s duration, and the deadline for presenting new draft resolutions. It was thereby agreed that the Style Committee would be made up of the delegations of Colombia, the United States, Brazil, and Canada for the Spanish, English, Portuguese, and French languages, respectively; that the deadline for presenting new draft resolutions would be 10:00 a.m. on May 5; and that the meeting would conclude at around 5:30 p.m. on that same day. 

III. SECOND PLENARY SESSION

· Analysis of Reports

The second plenary session received the Report of the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), the Report of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), and the Annual Report of CIDI to the General Assembly (CIDI/XIV/doc.5/09).

The Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, presented the reports and described the main activities carried out over the year by the political bodies and by SEDI. 

First, he spoke of the work carried out by CEPCIDI under the leadership of Ambassador Efrén Cocios, Permanent Representative of Ecuador. He thus explained that in order to organize the work of CEPCIDI in 2008-2009, to discharge the mandates handed down by the General Assembly and CIDI, to follow up on CEPCIDI’s own work in preparing and receiving reports from the sectoral meetings and Inter-American Committees, and to monitor the implementation of the new procedures manual for the Organization of American States Scholarships and Training Program, which came into effect in April 2007, the Chair presented the delegations with a work plan, which was enhanced with contributions and comments from the member states. This Work Plan divides the tasks under six main headings: (i) partnership for development and strengthening CIDI; (ii) sectoral meetings held under the aegis of CIDI; (iii) thematic areas (specialized meetings and miscellaneous mandates); (iv) follow-up on the efforts of the Department of Human Development in implementing the Manual; (v) activities of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development; (vi) other activities of interest.

The Executive Secretary reminded the meeting that in pursuing its tasks, CEPCIDI was supported by the Subcommittee on Partnership for Development Policies, the Working Group for the Strengthening of CIDI, and the Ad-hoc Working Group for Preparing the Special Technical Meeting of National Authorities and Experts on Cooperation, as well as by the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas. He also reported that CEPCIDI held eight regular meetings, one special meeting, and two joint meetings with the Permanent Council, one of which was organized pursuant to Declaration AG/DEC. 59 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Recognition of the National System of Venezuelan Youth and Children’s Orchestras and Promotion of Cultural Initiatives for Youth.”

Ambassador Quiñónez said that the Subcommittee on Partnership for Development Policies, chaired by Mr. Carlos Pineda, Alternate Representative of Colombia, considered the following topics during the 2008-2009 period: (i) the report submitted by the Department of Human Development pursuant to Article 60.2 of the Scholarships Manual regarding the functioning and efficiency of the OAS Scholarships and Training Program, together with recommendations for improving its operations; (ii) the possibility of organizing and holding a workshop on the member states’ experiences and best practices in pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG); and (iii) the draft resolutions to be referred for consideration by the fourteenth regular meeting of CIDI which CIDI would, in due course, refer to the consideration of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly.

He also reported that the Working Group for the Strengthening of CIDI, chaired by Counselor Margarita Riva-Goeghegan, Alternate Representative of the United States, had made progress with studying the current organizational structure of CIDI. In connection with this, the delegations agreed on the need to simplify its structure, and the Executive Secretary consequently reported that, in principle, agreement had been reached on the usefulness of eliminating CEPCIDI, with CIDI assuming its functions through ordinary meetings at OAS headquarters and, in addition, organizing the annual regular meeting at the ministerial level required by the OAS Charter. Ambassador Quiñónez also reported that the Working Group had made progress with reviewing the relevant Statutes and Rules of Procedure to implement those changes, but that it had been decided to defer their approval pending further progress in analyzing the other elements necessary for strengthening CIDI.

Ambassador Quiñónez explained that the consultations begun by the Working Group with the authorities of the Inter-American Committees and the Working Groups of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) were intended to explore working methods and to receive recommendations. 

He also said that the Working Group has been coordinating its efforts with other agencies, as seen in its Chair’s participation at the Special Technical Meeting of National Authorities and Experts on Cooperation in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, where she gave a presentation on the process of strengthening CIDI and on the importance of receiving input from cooperation authorities, and also seen in the collaboration that exists with the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD). 

He also reported that, under the aegis of CEPCIDI, the Special Technical Meeting of National Authorities and Experts on Cooperation was held in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, with the central aim of providing a forum for dialogue and exchanges of experiences among the member states’ national cooperation authorities and experts regarding the possibility of implementing cooperation mechanisms and methods to make more efficient use of the opportunities offered by the OAS as a multilateral organization, as well as of the capacity of all the member states, at their different levels of development, to cooperate on projects intended particularly to benefit those states with the lowest levels of relative development. He reported that the commitments and recommendations reached by the member states were set down in the Course of Action of Playa del Carmen and were also taken on board by the Management Board of the IACD in its Structured Proposal for the 2009-2010 Work Plan. Additionally, in response to these commitments and recommendations, the Secretariat has been pursuing a series of initiatives, including Cooperanet and the database of projects.

He reminded the meeting that the Structured Proposal for the 2009-2010 Work Plan agreed on by the Management Board of the IACD set five thematic axes, intended: (i) to strengthen political dialogue and interconnection and coordination mechanisms between the various cooperation entities and, in particular, those responsible for cooperation in each member state, among themselves and with the IACD, and to strengthen the participation of the National Liaison Agencies (ONEs) in all stages of projects’ lives; (ii) to expand the methods of technical cooperation for development within the framework of the OAS by combining traditional mechanisms with other approaches, such as horizontal, south-south, and triangular cooperation; (iii) to review the current methods for mobilizing and securing resources and for defining guidelines; (iv) methodology for information, registration, and measuring the impact of cooperation; and (v) to review and update the regulatory framework of cooperation for development within the OAS.

He also noted that the Board approved the programming of FEMCIDI 2008 Partnership for Development activities worth more than US$4.3 million, translating into more than 80 projects to be carried out across the Hemisphere. 

He then spoke of the sectoral processes, particularly the First Meeting of Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities for Social Development, held in Reñaca, Chile; the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, held in Mexico City; and the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, held in Bridgetown, Barbados. He also spoke of the work and regular meetings of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and about the work that the remaining Committees carry out throughout the year. 

In concluding, the Executive Secretary offered an overview of the activities and projects carried out by SEDI and all its subsidiary bodies in support of the political bodies’ mandates. He reported that in order to provide a comprehensive view of the activities pursued by SEDI/OAS in supporting the member states in their efforts to reduce poverty and inequality, and to promote equality of opportunities through building human resource capacity and institutional strengthening, the Secretariat was presenting a report on its activities over the 2008-2009 period. The report organizes the activities in accordance with the action lines set out in the 2006-2009 Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development (the “Strategic Plan”): (i) social development, (ii) work and creating productive employment, (iii) education, (iv) economic diversification and integration, commercial liberalization, and market access, (v) scientific development and technology exchanges and transfers, (vi) strengthening democratic institutions, (vii) sustainable development of tourism, (viii) sustainable development and the environment, (ix) culture, and (x) training programs and scholarships, in light of the particular emphasis that the Strategic Plan and SEDI give to training.

In ending his address, Ambassador Quiñónez thanked all the delegations for the support received, particularly the authorities of the political bodies and all the SEDI staff. He added that the success achieved and the work carried out were made possible through the commitment and efforts of all the member states, the delegates of the permanent missions to the OAS, and the staff of SEDI. 

The delegations thanked him for his presentation and underscored, in particular, the leadership of the Chair of CEPCIDI, together with the work carried out by the authorities of CEPCIDI’s agencies and Working Group and by the staff of SEDI. Emphasis was placed, inter alia, on the importance of the dialogue for reflection begun by CEPCIDI with a view to strengthening CIDI’s mechanisms for political dialogue and cooperation.

The Chair of the Meeting thanked the delegations for their comments and noted the need to continue with the work already underway in order to support the member states in their efforts to combat poverty, in particular those seeking to strengthen CIDI as a political organ in the area of integral development and partnership for development.

IV. THIRD PLENARY SESSION

· Constitution of the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) 

The Secretariat reported that the mandates of the delegations of Venezuela, Brazil, Barbados, and Jamaica were coming to an end and that consequently, four new members were to be elected. To date, said the Secretariat, the delegations of Colombia, Brazil, Barbados, and Belize had expressed an interest in offering themselves as candidates. 

After thanking the outgoing countries for their active participation and for their contributions toward strengthening partnership for development, the Chair submitted the candidacies presented for consideration by the meeting. The delegations of Colombia, Brazil, Barbados, and Belize were elected by acclamation to serve as members of the IACD Management Board for the 2009-2011 period. 

· Composition of the 2008 CENPES 

The draft resolution “Nonpermanent Specialized Committees (CENPES)” was placed before the delegations for their consideration and duly adopted without changes. This resolution, and all other resolutions adopted by the Meeting, were distributed as document CIDI/doc.7/09 rev. 1, which can be found in Annex II of this report.

· Offers made to the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and other cooperation offers for 2009

Since the Rules of Procedure of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) sets July 31, 2009, as the deadline for making offers, the delegations were urged to relay their offers prior to that date. 

· Meetings of CIDI during 2009-2010

The Executive Secretary presented document CIDI/doc.6/09, setting out the ministerial meetings and meetings of Inter-American Committees to be held during 2009-2010, either because formal or informal offers had been made by member states or because such meetings might be held during that period on account of the periodicity with which they are scheduled. The Executive Secretary noted that the available resources were lower than what was needed to fund the proposed meetings. 

He therefore expressed concern about the agenda of meetings in light of the available funds and asked about the method used to convene meetings. In response, Counselor Margarita Riva-Goeghegan, Alternate Representative of the United States and Chair of the Working Group for the strengthening of CIDI, explained that among the consultations carried out with the authorities of the Inter-American Committees and Working Groups of the IACML were specific questions about the periodicity of meetings and that it was one of the topics that the Working Group planned to discuss. With reference to convocations, the Executive Secretary explained that CEPCIDI, the body responsible for convening meetings within the CIDI framework and assigning them resources from Regular Fund account 72H, had been dealing with the requests in the order in which they were received. He also reminded the meeting that for a convocation to be issued, the mandate, venue, and date must have been set, and he said that one of the ways to maximize resources was to hold two-day meetings and to hold the meetings of Inter-American Committees at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C. 

To conclude the study of this topic, the Secretariat was asked to prepare a calendar of meetings so that the delegations could begin to program their activities. 

· Election of the Chair and Vice Chair of CEPCIDI

Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith was elected by acclamation to serve as Chair of CEPCIDI. It was further decided to delegate the election of the Vice Chair to the next regular meeting of CEPCIDI.

V. FOURTH PLENARY SESSION

· Consideration of draft resolutions


The Chair placed the draft resolutions to be approved by CIDI before the delegations for their consideration. The following resolutions were adopted, which can be found in document CIDI/doc.7/09 rev. 1 and are included in Annex II of this report: 

CIDI/RES. 216/09
Continuing participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua

CIDI/RES. 217/09
Nonpermanent Specialized Committees for FEMCIDI 2009

CIDI/RES. 218/09
Extension of the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2006-2009 

CIDI/RES. 219/09
Report of the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the framework of CIDI

CIDI/RES. 220/09
Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the framework of CIDI 

CIDI/RES. 221/09
Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the framework of CIDI

CIDI/RES. 222/09
Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI 

CIDI/RES. 223/09
Sixteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor

CIDI/RES. 224/09
Specialized Inter-American Council for Integral Development Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities 

CIDI/RES. 225/09
Eradicating illiteracy and fighting diseases that affect integral development

CIDI/RES. 226/09
2011: Inter-American Year of Culture

CIDI/RES. 227/09
Strengthening Partnership for Development: Political dialogue, technical cooperation, structure, and mechanisms

CIDI/RES. 228/09
Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita 


It should be noted that the delegations of Nicaragua and Venezuela filed reservations on one paragraph dealing with the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas in the resolutions titled (i) Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI, (ii) Sixteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, (iii) Eradicating illiteracy and fighting diseases that affect integral development, and (iv) 2011: Inter-American Year of Culture. 


Following the fourteenth regular meeting of CIDI, and prior to the distribution of this report, the delegation of Venezuela sent the Secretariat Verbal Note II.2E8.D-OEA.10.327informing the Secretariat that it was withdrawing its reservation from those paragraphs. The compendium of resolutions approved by CIDI, document CIDI/doc.7/09 rev. 1, contained in Annex II of this Report, already reflects that change.

CIDI also resolved to refer, to the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, the following draft resolutions, which are set out in document CIDI/doc.7/08 add. 1 rev. 1 and are included in Annex III of this report. 

1. Continuing participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua

2. Extension of the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 

3. Report of the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the framework of CIDI

4. Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the framework of CIDI 

5. Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development in the framework of CIDI

6. Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI 

7. Sixteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor

8. Specialized Inter-American Council for Integral Development Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities 

9. Eradicating illiteracy and fighting diseases that affect integral development

10. 2011: Inter-American Year of Culture

11. Strengthening Partnership for Development: Political dialogue, technical cooperation, structure, and mechanisms

12. Poverty, equity, and social inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita 

As with the resolutions adopted by CIDI, it should be noted that the delegations of Nicaragua and Venezuela filed reservations on one paragraph dealing with the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas in the draft resolutions that CIDI resolved to refer to the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly titled (i) Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI, (ii) Sixteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, (iii) Eradicating illiteracy and fighting diseases that affect integral development, and (iv) 2011: Inter-American Year of Culture. 


Following the fourteenth regular meeting of CIDI, and prior to the distribution of this report, the delegation of Venezuela sent the Secretariat Verbal Note II.2E8.D-OEA.10.327informing the Secretariat that it was withdrawing its reservation from those paragraphs. The compendium of the resolutions adopted by CIDI, document CIDI/doc.7/09 add. 1 rev. 1, contained in Annex III of this report, already reflects that change.

VI. CLOSING SESSION


The Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, brought the Fourteenth Regular Meeting of CIDI to a close. In his address he stressed that support for development and the fight against poverty currently pose numerous obstacles and challenges, which will doubtless be exacerbated by the global economic and financial crisis. He also noted that many of the goals sought by the OAS for strengthening democracy, institution building, and promoting human rights and peace will be unattainable if hunger, unemployment, and a shortage of opportunities continue to exist. 


He stressed the importance of the work underway to strengthen CIDI and its agencies in supporting the work of the member states in their efforts to combat poverty and attain higher levels of development. In that regard, he said that a strengthened and efficient CIDI would be in a better position to discharge its functions, particularly the new mandates issued by the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, and the crises of recent years, such as the food crisis, the economic and financial crisis, and the problems of violence affecting security and governance in the Americas. He added that the importance of CIDI’s ministerial processes should not be forgotten, and that the support that the OAS provides through SEDI and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development represents an important contribution that is often inadequately publicized and which offers an important forum for the joint identification of ways to tackle crises and support the more vulnerable states in dealing with them successfully. 


In concluding, he highlighted the leadership shown by the Chair of CEPCIDI and the work underway within the Working Group for the strengthening of CIDI. 
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Annex III
Draft resolutions to be referred by CIDI to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-ninth regular session. (CIDI/doc.7/09 add. 1 rev. 1 corr. 1) ( Español - English - Français - Português)
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