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DRAFT RESOLUTION

AUSTERITY MEASURES:  USE OF VIDEO CONFERENCE
AND OTHER COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES
(Approved by the CAAP at its meeting on March 26, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
BEARING IN MIND:

That resolutions AG/RES. 2437 (XXXVIII-O-08) and AG/RES. 1 (XXXVI-E/08) instructed the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) to intensify its ongoing initiative aimed at controlling operating expenditures and promoting an austerity policy for the effective, efficient, and prudent use of the Organization’s resources; and that this initiative should identify cost reduction opportunities and determine specific cost-control measures in the use of meeting, conference, and office resources;
CONSIDERING:

That it is the responsibility of all member states and the Secretariat to seek alternative means of communication for the most efficient use of the financial resources of the Organization, thereby generating savings and facilitating access to information; 
That modern communication technology, which facilitates the globalization process, permits “virtual” participation in meetings, conferences and other events, which in turn reduces the need for costly travel, both for the Secretariat and for participants, and promotes the optimum use of the Organization’s resources;
That, as new technologies evolve, video and teleconferencing capability is increasingly available both within the Organization and among member states;
That the most recent meeting of the members of the Administrative Tribunal with the member states was held successfully via video conferencing, thereby demonstrating the effectiveness of the system and the commitment of that entity to austerity measures in the Organization;
That the financial crisis affecting all countries, including the member states of this Organization, requires all governments and institutions to implement further austerity measures and prudence in the use of their resources,
RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states and the organs and entities of the Organization of American States, the General Secretariat and its dependencies, as well as organizers of OAS-related events to use, whenever feasible, current communication technology, not only as one of the austerity measures being implemented among member states and within the OAS General Secretariat, but also as part of the process of modernizing the Organization’s technological assets.

2. To request the General Secretariat to encourage the use of this communication system, especially for technical meetings financed by the OAS.
3. To request the General Secretariat to include in its quarterly reports, if any, the outcomes and savings made through implementation of this resolution.
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