PAGE  
- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CAAP-3195/12 rev. 1


16 October 2012

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE
Original: English

AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE
AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS CONCERNING THE DRAFT CODE OF ETHICS (CP/doc.4705/12)
In my capacity as Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), I hereby update the Council about and submit the report on the draft Code of Ethics.


As the delegations know, at its regular meeting on April 2, 2012 the Permanent Council considered the draft Code of Ethics, pursuant to the mandate contained in operative paragraph III.A.7.c of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) rev. 1, and referred it to the CAAP for study as document CP/doc.4705/12.


Pursuant to the mandate, at the CAAP meeting on September 7, 2012, the Secretariat indicated that the purpose of the draft code is to gather into one document those critical ethical issues in the Organization’s legal regime that arise most frequently in the day today activities of the General Secretariat. The draft code is written in plain, concise language to make it easily understood by all staff and contractors. It also contains cross-references to the full text of the applicable law for those staff and contractors who seek further guidance.. It also noted that the draft was the product of an inclusive consultation process in which the Organization’s Staff Association also participated extensively.

The Secretariat explained that the Code of Ethics will come into force by executive order of the Secretary General, and that all interested parties of the General Secretariat should participate in its implementation. Finally, the CAAP thanked the Secretariat for the report, and thanked the Department of Legal Services in particular for the work it had done. 

Based on the foregoing, the CAAP recommends that the Permanent Council take note of the study done by the CAAP and that the General Secretariat proceed, accordingly, to ensure that the Code of Ethics become effective as soon as possible.
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