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PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CAAP-3230/13


18 April 2013

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE
Original: Spanish

AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF PARAGUAY ENCLOSING THE
DRAFT RESOLUTION “OPTIMIZING THE USE OF COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION”
Permanent Mission of Paraguay

to the 
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

No. 253/13/MPP/OEA

The Permanent Mission of Paraguay to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Organization of American States–Secretariat of the Permanent Council–Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs–and has the pleasure of referring to the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly, which will be held from June 4 to 6, 2013.
In this regard, our proposal is based on resolution AG/RES. 2439 (XXXIX-O/09), which urged the member states and the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS) as well as organizers of OAS-related events to use, whenever feasible and convenient, current communications technology, not only as one of the austerity measures being implemented among member states and within the General Secretariat, but also as part of the process of modernizing the Organization’s technological assets.

This Permanent Mission considers it advisable to sustain the aims that gave rise to the above resolution. Accordingly, it has taken the liberty of presenting the enclosed draft resolution entitled “Optimizing the Use of Communication Technologies and the Activities of the Organization.”
In that connection, the intention of Paraguay’s proposal is that an in-depth analysis of the Organization’s technological potential be conducted with a view to looking for ways to optimize its application and/or use.

Based on the above brief description, we kindly request that the enclosed draft resolution be submitted to the Committee for its consideration at the earliest convenience.
The Permanent Mission of Paraguay to the Organization of American States (OAS) avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Organization of American States–Secretariat of the Permanent Council–Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs–renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., April 15, 2013

Secretariat of the Permanent Council – Chair of the CAAP

Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

AG/RES. …..

OPTIMIZING THE USE OF COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES
 IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


BEARING IN MIND that AG/RES. 2439 (XXXIX-O/09) urged the member states and the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS) as well as organizers of OAS-related events to use, whenever feasible and convenient, current communications technology, not only as one of the austerity measures being implemented among member states and within the General Secretariat, but also as part of the process of modernizing the Organization’s technological assets, and that the General Secretariat has been requested to encourage the use of this system of communication, especially where technical meetings financed by the OAS are concerned, and to include in quarterly reports the results and savings generated by the implementation of this resolution; and
CONSIDERING:

That all member states and the General Secretariat have a responsibility and a commitment to optimize the use of the Organization’s financial resources. In that regard, a valid way of achieving that purpose is to optimize use of the communication technology systems that the Organization already has in place or that are available for application in the Organization;
That communications technologies offer the possibility of ensuring “virtual” participation in meetings, conferences, and other events, as well as other measures that could result in a more advantageous use of time and financial resources;
That the application of such technologies could lead to improvements in access to information as well as a reduction in the cost of activities for the Organization and participants; and
That the Organization’s financial difficulties make it essential to look for alternatives that would allow sounder use and application of extant resources,
RESOLVES:
1. To request the General Secretariat to submit a report to the Permanent Council on all the communication technologies in place or available for use by the Organization, including a suggestion as to the areas where they might be put to best use.
2. To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, to analyze the report to be submitted by the General Secretariat and to present an optimization plan for the Organization’s existing or available communication technologies, together with a financial study on the potential savings that would be generated.

3. To reiterate to the General Secretariat the request to encourage the use communication systems, especially in the case of technical meetings financed by the OAS.
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