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SUGGESTIONS REGARDING THE METHODOLOGY CURRENTLY USED FOR THE ANNUAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE STATES AND THE ORGANS OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM (SIDH)

(Outcome of the meeting of the informal working group of the CAJP coordinated by the 
Second Vice Chair, Counselor Elizabeth Moreano – November 8, 2010)

PURPOSE: At the behest of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to analyze possible suggestions regarding the methodology currently used for the Annual Dialogue between the states and the organs of the Inter-American Human Rights System (SIDH).

PARTICIPANTS:  Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

PROPOSAL:

· Need for the “Annual Dialogue” between the SIDH organs and the states to take the form of a real dialogue.  That it constitute an opportunity for the states, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to interact, essentially to discuss the topics on the Dialogue Agenda.

· That by no means implies losing sight of the independence and autonomy that characterize the SIDH organs.  Thus, the proposal put forward amounts to a suggestion that hopefully can be taken up and implemented as far as possible with a view to achieving the aforementioned purpose, while leaving intact the option open to both the organs and the states to address matters of concern to them in the manner they deem appropriate.

· For the Dialogue to achieve its purpose and meet the above requirements, we suggest that the Agenda comprise a series of modules (one for each topic) with a set amount of time allowed for each one.  A similar format was adopted in 2007.

· The Dialogue would therefore have to be managed in a manner consistent with that format and the proposed objective.  Therefore, if the proposal is accepted, its implementation will require the valuable help of the Chair of the CAJP.

· Ideally, the organs and states participating in the Dialogue will contribute to achievement of the desired objective by sticking as closely as possible to the items mentioned in the Agenda and the format envisaged for discussing them. To that end, it is suggested that both the organs and the states adjust their participation, apportioning it in accordance with the topic being addressed in each module of the Dialogue. 

· It will also be important to bear in mind the different opportunities that exist within the CAJP framework to address SIDH issues. That would enable us to make the most of each of those opportunities, provided that in each case we heed the fundamental objective underlying them.  Those opportunities are:  the Annual Dialogue, the Presentation of the Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Presentation of the Report of the IACHR. 

· In order to facilitate an inter-active Dialogue, it is considered a good idea that the states and the SIDH organs have at their disposal background material on each of the topics to be discussed.  The Committee Secretariat will be asked to help compile and distribute that material.

· Again, the proposal put forward does not seek to curtail the right of the organs and the states to bring up during the Annual Dialogue matters they deem pertinent, in the manner they consider most appropriate.  Rather, it seeks to make optimal use of the opportunity afforded by the Dialogue to embark on a genuine exchange of views, in which both the organs and the states are able to address as best they can the issues that we have identified and placed on the agenda.
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