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Notwithstanding the progress made in the area of human rights during the 21st century, very little has been done to reverse the extreme poverty in Latin America and the Caribbean. The misery and social inequality are currently the principal threats to a democratic society, universal citizenship and human rights.  

Faced with the frustration of contemporary schemes of development, the IIHR believes that education is the fundamental pillar to promote productive development with equity. The educational system and access to education suffered a breakdown four decades ago, States reiterate the importance of education in the processes of development and constantly recur to calling attention and compromise. 

As part of this formative process from an early age, the IIHR has focused on supporting and following up on the Protocol of San Salvador, specifically looking at the way in which the States propose human rights education.  

It is a question of measuring the progress in human rights education. It is a matter of emphasizing the content of the right to education, as mandated by the Protocol of San Salvador, which was adopted in 1988 but which has only been ratified by 16 countries. 

The IIHR has contributed over the years to the advances in human rights education through research at the national or sub-regional levels, structured around five areas of analysis: 

· Incorporation of human rights education in legal norms (legality). 

· Incorporation of human rights education in textbooks.

· Incorporation of human rights education in the curricular content and spaces. 

· Incorporation of human rights education in the formation and training of educators (methodologies of application).

· Incorporation of human rights education in administrative programs to implant democracy at the earliest stages of schooling through student governments.

Advances, as well as recommendations, have been made in this process. In the first place, we find that beginning in 2002 several countries have adopted special programs and extensive budgets to remake their educational structure and their levels of learning. Argentina has set aside more than 6% of its gross national product for education, which is a considerable sum that does not conceal, however, the challenging problems confronting the system. Others have carried out efforts to reduce school absenteeism and abandonment: there are no human rights without students. Uruguay, under its renowned Ceibal Plan, has developed schools that are more technical and has distributed computers to students and teachers in primary schools. 

Education is precisely being developed, is active and being worked at continually from different angles of the right to education and in no case have we seen serious setbacks. But it is necessary to work and plan for better programs and lines of application of human rights in the schemes that the 19 States observed in the reports since 2002 have undertaken. It cannot be said that the results are very satisfactory, but what must be taken into account is where we have come from and we must compare the advances made between 1990 and 2000 before beginning the regional phase of monitoring. There are matters that weigh heavily: such as the rigidity of the administrative system and all of the different values that have influenced the educational focuses that continually insist on a rapid and easy success.

Some of the countries that have made the leap toward a more inclusive education including human rights have had to accept very special needs of schooling: better quality in forming teachers and programs directed to high risk zones. These require a large investment and the efforts of other sectors of the community and specific programs to understand the reality and to refine the methodology in the application of rights in the textbooks. Our reports confirm that the role of the teacher and the professor is determinant but this is not accomplished from one day to another. In the Ninth Report, we have found that:   

· The potential of the application of the methodology of human rights education has no limits, but it is undoubtedly subject to the budget.

· Curricular research in human rights education is relatively scant, but deep, but it has not been able to become a State policy.

· Full access to primary education is still not available in Central America; nor a diversified secondary education in South America. 

But the common denominator of setbacks in every case is the shortcomings of the infrastructure, a condition that makes the school more vulnerable. In addition, the bureaucracy and administrative legislation weaken the decisions taken by the ministry and undermine initiatives to incorporate human rights education from the earliest school age. 

It may be said, therefore, that changes are being made but with intermittent progress. What is clear is that a just society must eliminate mediocrity. There are big differences among our countries to the point that some processes might be at the best level of the Europeans, while others are very far back. These differences are persistent, the same is true of the situation of mediocre to irregular human rights education, which confirms the inertia of the system so that the gaps that are so difficult to correct in the short run. The data of the Ninth Report are a modest contribution to formulate strategies of change in the methodology of the application of human rights in the textbooks directed to students between the ages of 10 and 14. Clear progress in the field is the basic condition to change the model in scholastic practice. It is a huge bet for the future.  

Human rights are the energy of change and transformation and education is the principal place where that energy and force converge to transform societies. 

When the Tenth Report is completed, based on the results and on the Inter-American Covenant, the IIHR will carry out a regional survey in San Salvador, Uruguay and Bogotá on the future of human rights education. The results of this consultation will be made public when they are presented to the OAS General Assembly in 2013.   

The Covenant is an initiative that includes the general guidelines of a public policy for the full achievement of the rights to education and to human rights education, which received the support, through its resolution AG/RES.2604 *XL0/10), of the OAS General Assembly, held in June 2010 in Lima, Peru.

In addition to the institutional support that has been received at the highest levels, the success of the Covenant is due to the cooperation of the networks of civil society organizations and, especially, to the former students of the IIHR working in the ministries of education of the countries studied, whose efforts reflect a will to advance in this difficult work of interaction between civil society and the State.  

During this process, the IIHR and the inter-American system have proven and shown that human rights education fosters the development of democratic competences and the full exercise of human rights, which are basic and central aspects for the construction of a project of a life with dignity beginning in childhood. This is a challenge that cannot be postponed and that requires urgent structural changes in the field of education and decisions that will reduce inequality in schools, emphasize the capacities of the youth, contain the violence in the schools and, with that, ensure democracy today and in the future, as proposed in the Inter-American Covenant. 

In the responses to this challenge, in accordance with the vision of education and human rights education expressed in the Inter-American Covenant, human rights are formative values and a topic open to reality. The pedagogical affirmation of human rights is the democratic revolution for human development in the educational area of the 21st century.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP26218E01�








