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I. BACKGROUND

The REMJAs (Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas) are governed by the Document of Washington, adopted at REMJA VII, which was held in that city in 2008.

According to the provisions of the Document of Washington, which sets out the practice already being followed, the REMJA is held every two years.  In the interim, the Technical Secretariat and the states continue to work on implementing the recommendations through various actions, including meetings of the REMJA working groups, other technical meetings, and preparations for those events.

REMJA working group meetings and technical meetings are held reasonably ahead of each REMJA, to allow the states and the Technical Secretariat to make progress in carrying out the recommendations of the previous REMJA.


What follows is a report on developments since REMJA VIII, held in Brazil in 2010, and also on preparations for the working group meetings and for REMJA IX, insofar as the matters entrusted to the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs are concerned.

II. CYBER-CRIME

In terms of cooperation to fight cyber-crime, subregional training workshops are being held under the leadership of the Department of Justice of the United States, as Chair of the REMJA Working Group on Cyber-crime, with financial support from the U.S. Government. 

Subregional training workshops held since REMJA VIII are as follows:

· Mexico City, Mexico, June 2010.

· Lima, Peru, end of August, 2010.

· Antigua and Barbuda, December 2010.

At present we are preparing a training workshop for the states of the Andean Region and Panama, scheduled for Bogotá, Colombia, in late November of this year.

Also planned are three subregional training workshops for the first half of 2012, for the countries of the Southern Cone, the countries of Central America and the Dominican Republic, and the countries of the English-speaking Caribbean and Haiti.

In that same area, we have continued to maintain the Inter-American Cooperation Portal on Cyber-Crime through the OAS Website.

Finally, we are supporting the Chair of the REMJA Working Group on Cyber-crime in preparing for the Group’s seventh meeting, planned for early next year.

III. MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS AND EXTRADITION

As for cooperation on mutual assistance in criminal matters and extradition, we continue to implement the REMJA recommendations on the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition and on cooperation among authorities in this area.

Regarding the Network, we have continued to maintain and update the public and private components and to support the authorities who participate in the secure communication components. We are also beginning to implement the secure videoconferencing pilot phase, on which we expect to report at the meeting of the Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition and, later, at REMJA IX.

We are also preparing all the proposed documents for consideration at the next meeting of the Working Group and coordinating with the Chair on the formal convocation of that meeting, which, in principle, will take place in Paraguay in the second half of 2012.

IV. PROTECTION OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES

In this area, considering the recommendations of the REMJAs, the Technical Secretariat has created an Internet portal that contains systematic information on the relevant law in 20 states, a directory of institutions responsible for this area in those states that have so informed the Technical Secretariat, pertinent documents, and information on related developments at other organizations or international bodies.  We also plan to hold a technical meeting on the matter during the first half of 2012.

V. REMJA IX

With a view to allowing proper fulfillment of the various mandates issued by REMJA VIII, REMJA IX has been planned for the second half of 2012, under the coordination of the delegation of El Salvador as the host country of REMJA IX and, therefore, Chair of the meeting under the provisions of the Document of Washington. According to the Document of Washington, preparatory meetings are to be held, sufficiently in advance of the date set for REMJA IX, under the leadership of the REMJA Chair, for pursuing agreements on the draft agenda, draft schedule, and draft conclusions and recommendations of REMJA IX.[image: image1.png]
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