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PROGRESS BY THE SECRETARIAT FOR MULTIDIMENSIONAL SECURITY IN PREPARATION FOR REMJA IX
The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security has the pleasure of briefing the delegations on the progress made in implementing resolution AG/RES. 2657 (XLI-O/11), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas,” as it pertains to the preparations for REMJA IX, which will be held in the second half of 2012.
In that regard, the Third Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime was held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on November 16, 2011. The above meeting concluded with the adoption of a document entitled Components of the Work Program (GT/DOT-III/doc. 9/11 corr. 1). The guidelines that it contains will be invaluable for ensuring the full implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime. In readiness for the meeting and in accordance with the above Plan of Action, the Secretariat distributed in a timely manner the updated directory of single points of contact with a view to facilitating exchange of information and cooperation among member states in this area. It also distributed the list of signatories and ratifications of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its protocols.  
The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security has moved forward with the preparations for the Third Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States, which will be held at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., on July 18 and 19, 2012.  
In keeping with the conclusions and recommendations of previous meetings, the Secretariat has begun to prepare a draft agenda for consideration by the member states that reflects the critical importance of promoting and facilitating capacity-building in this area, as well as the crucial value of having in place effective social reintegration and rehabilitation policies for persons deprived of liberty, in order to prevent recidivism. 
We hope that the meeting will provide an opportunity for dialogue and exchange that facilitates knowledge management and identification of cooperation opportunities under different mechanisms--including South-South and triangular cooperation--among the authorities tasked with this important responsibility in member states. 
The Secretariat is also moving ahead with the preparations for the Second Meeting of Specialists in Forensic Investigation and hopes to conclude the process of consultations and as soon as possible, so that it can finalize its date, venue, and themes.  
Lastly, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/1), “Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere,” the Secretariat trusts that, once the place and date of the meeting have been determined by the member states, it will be possible to commence the preparations for the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons.  
Based on the progress made in implementing the conclusions and recommendations of the first and second meetings held, respectively, in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in 2006 and in Argentina in 2009, we hope that on this occasion, the remaining advances and challenges will be reviewed and the commitment renewed by all the member states to work together in preventing and combating this crime. Given that the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere was established for the 2010-2012 period, the authorities taking part will have the opportunity to examine its contents and determine what guidance to offer the Secretariat in the years thereafter. 
The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security wishes to reaffirm its commitment to focusing its attention and efforts on ensuring a successful preparatory process that effectively contributes to the outcomes of REMJA IX. Therefore, it is open to any comments, recommendations, and suggestions that the member states might have to offer and it invites them to participate enthusiastically in the above processes.
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