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Background: 

The Protocol of San Salvador is the only instrument in the inter-American system to address economic, social, and cultural rights. Pursuant to Article 19, the States Parties to that Protocol are required to submit periodic reports on compliance with its provisions. To prepare these reports, a Working Group was established to examine the progress reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador. As indicated in resolution AG/RES. 2262 (XXXVII-O/07), it is composed of: 
a. Three government experts elected by the states parties during the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) from a list of candidates nominated by the states parties, taking into account equitable geographic distribution and rotation. Additionally, an alternate government expert.
b. One independent expert, who shall be a highly qualified professional with recognized experience in the field, appointed during the OAS General Assembly session by the Secretary General of the Organization from among a list of candidates nominated by the states parties, each country being restricted to one candidate. The candidates shall be academics, members of civil society organizations of the respective country, or members of civil society organizations registered with the OAS; at the time of selection, they may not hold government posts or serve in any branch of government. Additionally, an alternate independent expert.
c. One member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). In addition, one alternate member.
Subsequent General Assembly resolutions left it up to the Permanent Council to choose the government experts for the aforementioned Working Group. For example:
AG/RES. 2430 (XXXVIII-O/08), "To delegate to the Permanent Council the choice of the government experts who will form the above-mentioned Working Group and to authorize the Secretary General  to appoint the independent expert and his or her alternate on that same occasion."
AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12): “To again entrust the Permanent Council with the election of the alternate government expert; and also to authorize the Secretary General to appoint the alternate independent expert on that same occasion.”
In light of the above, on December 16, 2012, the Permanent Mission of Uruguay to the OAS remitted Note 149/2012, in which its Government proposed Mr. Andrés Scagliola for the position of alternate government expert of the Working Group to be appointed by the Permanent Council. 
The 2007 resolution requires that the alternate government expert be appointed from a list of candidates nominated by the states parties, although later resolutions make no mention of this list requirement. 
TABLE: Current composition of the  Working Group

	Type of representation 
	Names 
	Date appointed 

	Government representatives 
	Principal – Ramiro Ávila Santamaría (Ecuador) 
	October 14, 2008 

	
	Principal – Flávia Piovesan (Brazil) 
	February 04, 2009 

	
	Principal – Paola Buendía García (Colombia) 
	March 17, 2010 

	
	Alternate 
	Appointment pending 

	Independent expert 
	Principal – Laura Pautassi (Argentina) 
	March 18, 2009 

	
	Alternate 
	Appointment pending 

	Member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
	Principal – Rose‐Marie B. Antoine (Trinidad and Tobago) 
	January 26, 2012 

	
	Alternate – Rosa María Ortiz (Paraguay) 
	November 30, 2012 


AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RESOLVES:

Operative paragraph 2 

To instruct the Permanent Council to make proposals as soon as possible, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, on the composition and functioning of the Working Group established to examine the national reports, which would constitute qualitative progress in the area.

AG/RES. 2178 (XXXVI-O/06)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RESOLVES:

Operative paragraph 1

To instruct the Permanent Council, to continue its efforts and to make proposals as soon as possible, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, on the composition and functioning of the Working Group established to examine the national reports in accordance with the Standards for the Preparation of Periodic Reports pursuant to Article 19 of the Protocol of San Salvador, which would constitute qualitative progress in this area.

AG/RES. 2262 (XXXVII-O/07)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RESOLVES:

Operative paragraph 1

To adopt the document “Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the National Reports Envisioned in the Protocol of San Salvador,” which is attached hereto.

APPENDIX

COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIONING OF THE WORKING GROUP TO EXAMINE THE NATIONAL REPORTS ENVISIONED IN THE PROTOCOL OF SAN SALVADOR

1. COMPOSITION OF THE WORKING GROUP

The Working Group to Examine the Progress Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador shall be composed of: 

a. Three government experts elected by the states parties during the session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) from a list of candidates nominated by the states parties, taking into account equitable geographic distribution and rotation. Additionally, an alternate government expert.

b. One independent expert, who shall be a highly qualified professional with recognized experience in the field, appointed during the OAS General Assembly session by the Secretary General of the Organization from among a list of candidates nominated by the states parties, each country being restricted to one candidate. The candidates shall be academics, members of civil society organizations of the respective country, or members of civil society organizations registered with the OAS; at the time of selection, they may not hold government posts or serve in any branch of government. Additionally, an alternate independent expert.

c. One member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).  In addition, one alternate member.

AG/RES. 2430 (XXXVIII-O/08)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RESOLVES:

Operative paragraph 3

To delegate to the Permanent Council the choice of the government experts who will form the above-mentioned Working Group and to authorize the Secretary General to appoint the independent expert and his or her alternate on that same occasion. 

AG/RES. 2506 (XXXIX-O/09)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RESOLVES:

Operative paragraph 1

To urge the states parties to the Protocol of San Salvador to nominate, as soon as possible, candidates to serve as government expert and alternate, as well as a candidate to serve as alternate independent expert, so that the Working Group to examine the national reports will be complete.
Operative paragraph 3
To delegate once again to the Permanent Council the election of the alternate government expert and his or her alternate, who will complete the above-mentioned Working Group; and to authorize the Secretary General to appoint the alternate independent expert on that same occasion.

AG/RES. 2582 (XL-O/10)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RESOLVES:

Operative paragraph 5

To delegate once again to the Permanent Council the election of the alternate government expert; and also to authorize the Secretary General to appoint the alternate independent expert on that same occasion.

AG/RES. 2666 (XLI-O/11)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RESOLVES:

Operative paragraph 6

To again entrust the Permanent Council with the election of the alternate government expert; and also to authorize the Secretary General to appoint the alternate independent expert on that same occasion.

AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RESOLVES:

Operative paragraph 3

To again entrust the Permanent Council with the election of the alternate government expert; and also to authorize the Secretary General to appoint the alternate independent expert on that same occasion.
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�.	Pursuant to the request to the General Secretariat made during the meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on February 14, 2013, this document only brings together provisions that have a bearing on the election of the alternate government expert of the Working Group on the Protocol of San Salvador. 





