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On August 5, 2013, the Government of the Principality of Liechtenstein, through Dr. Aurelia Frick, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Education and Cultural Affairs of Liechtenstein, submitted a letter to the OAS Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza, requesting the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS. In accordance with Permanent Council Resolutions CP/Res. 52 (61/72) and CP/Res. 407 (573/84) regarding the procedures for granting the status of Permanent Observers, this letter was transmitted to the Chair of the Permanent Council, which in turn referred the matter to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration. 

In accordance with the aforementioned resolutions, the following information is presented for consideration of this request:

1. Compliance with the Requisites for Approval of Permanent Observer Status:

As put forth in CP/RES. 52 (61/72) and revised in CP/RES. 407 (573/84), applicants seeking to obtain the status of Permanent Observer must meet the following terms:

1. Be a non-American independent state;
2. Have no outstanding territorial or legal disputes with a Member State;

3. Provide any additional information deemed necessary, such as current relations and potential collaborative efforts; and

4. Submit the name of the potential representative to be appointed.

I. Non-American Independent State

Independence and Government:

Liechtenstein is a constitutional hereditary monarchy that operates on a democratic and Parliamentary basis, meaning there is a balance of power between the people and the Prince, in which voters can propose and enact constitutional amendments and legislation independent of the legislature. The Constitution of Liechtenstein was adopted in March 2003, replacing the previous Constitution of 1921. According to the Constitution, the people exercise their rights through elections and popular votes, and hold in their power the right of initiative and referendum, both on the legislative and constitutional level. The reigning Prince, Prince Hans-Adam II von und zu Liechtenstein, is the Head of State and represents Liechtenstein in its international relations (although Switzerland has been accorded responsibility for a portion of Liechtenstein's diplomatic relations). The Prince may veto laws adopted by Parliament. The Prince can call referenda, propose new legislation, and dissolve Parliament; although dissolution of Parliament may be subject to a referendum. The last elections were held on February 3, 2013. 
The Parliament (Landtag) is the legislative organ and comprises 25 members. The 25 members of Parliament are elected for a period of four years via proportional representation. Liechtenstein is divided into two electoral constituencies: the Oberland (Upper Country region with 15 members of Parliament) and the Unterland (Lower Country region with 10 members of Parliament).
Parties must receive at least 8% of the national vote to win seats in Parliament. All laws passed by the Parliament must be approved by the Prince, countersigned by the Prime Minister, and published in the Liechtenstein Legal Gazette. Laws may be put to a vote of the people unless the Parliament decides the issue is urgent. Voters are also required to participate in elections and popular votes. Laws not approved by the Prince within six months do not come into force and are considered as having been rejected by the Prince. 
Parliament elects from among its members a "Landesausschuss" (National Committee) made up of the president of the Parliament and four additional members. The National Committee is charged with performing Parliamentary oversight functions. Parliament can call for referenda on proposed legislation. Parliament shares the authority to propose new legislation with the Prince and with the number of citizens required for an initiative referendum.
The Executive power of the Principality of Liechtenstein is exercised by the government composed of five Ministers, each of whom is appointed by the Prince under the Parliament’s recommendation and is responsible for one or more governmental departments. A coalition has been created between the two main political parties: the Patriotic Union and the Progressive Citizens' Party
, with the larger of these parties entitled to name three Ministers and the Prime Minister. 
Judicial power lies with two sets of Courts. For civil and criminal matters, the Court of Justice, the Court of Appeals, and the Supreme Court all have jurisdiction. Cases begin in the Court of Justice, which are argued before a single judge, and then move to the Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court, if appealed. The judges of these courts are all elected by the Parliament and appointed by the Reigning Prince. The Prince also has the right to pardon, reduce/commute sentences and to grant amnesty.
The courts of public law are the Administrative Court and the Constitutional Court. The Administrative Court deals with appeals to decisions made by the government administration. The Constitutional Court deals with matters involving constitutional rights, as well as the constitutionality of treaties and laws. These judges are also elected by the Parliament and appointed by the Reigning Prince.
Participation in Inter-governmental Organizations: 
Liechtenstein was admitted to the United Nations in 1990. It is also a member of most specialized organizations of the UN system, except UNESCO. 
As Liechtenstein does not have an army or any defense agreements with its neighbors, the international rule of law is fundamental to Liechtenstein’s recognition as a sovereign state. 
A complete list of Inter-Governmental Organization Membership includes:
· Council of Europe (CE)

· European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)

· European Economic Area (EEA)
· European Free Trade Association (EFTA)

· European Union (EU)

· International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

· International Court of Justice (ICJ)
· International Criminal Court (ICCt)

· International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol)

· International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRCS)

· International Olympic Committee (IOC)

· International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (ICRM)

· International Telecommunication Union (ITU)

· International Telecommunications Satellite Organization (ITSO)

· Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)

· Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)

· Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)

· Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA)

· United Nations (UN)

· United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

· Universal Postal Union (UPU)

· World Confederation of Labour (WCL)

· World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

· World Trade Organization (WTO)
The main thrust of Liechtenstein foreign policy is the preservation of the sovereignty and independence of the country and the preservation and development of its international relations. Within its foreign policy priorities, Liechtenstein has placed special emphasis on the European Neighborhood Policy, European integration, the rule of law, and international solidarity. Liechtenstein has become active in international humanitarian cooperation and human rights with a focus on the rights of women, the rights of children, the fight against torture and the fight against arms and land mines.

Liechtenstein also places great importance on issues dealing with environment, education, and sustainable development, having fully ratified the Kyoto Protocol in 2004. Liechtenstein is also regionally active on environmental issues, especially those affecting the European Alps, which cover most of the Principality, and in high-tech products in the fields of machine building and food products. 
II. No Outstanding Territorial or Legal Disputes with a Member State

The Principality of Liechtenstein does not have any claim or territorial disputes with any Member State of the OAS. 

III. Relations with OAS Member States
Under an agreement signed in 1919, Switzerland represents the interests of Liechtenstein on the diplomatic and consular level in those countries where it has foreign representations and where Liechtenstein is not represented. Furthermore, through a cooperation agreement signed with Austria in 1979, Liechtenstein citizens are represented in those countries where neither Liechtenstein nor Switzerland maintains diplomatic relations.
The Principality of Liechtenstein has formal diplomatic relations with the following OAS Member States. These countries are: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Guyana, México, Nicaragua, Panamá, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States of America, Uruguay, and Venezuela among others.
IV. Cooperation Programs with the OAS:

The Principality of Liechtenstein believes that by receiving the status of Permanent Observer it will provide a value to the Organization based on its shared convictions in the areas of democracy, human rights, security and development. Liechtenstein plans to use the status as Permanent Observer to strengthen its ties with the region and to promote mutual understanding and assistance to the Hemisphere. 
V. Name of Potential Appointed Representative

The Permanent Observer representative to be named by the Government of the Principality of Liechtenstein is the Ambassador to the United States of America, Her Excellency Claudia Fritsche. Ambassador Fritsche presented her credentials in October 2002
In accordance with the above requisites, the General Secretariat does not find any objection by which the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs should not recommend to the Permanent Council the granting of the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS to the Principality of Liechtenstein.
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� The Progressive Citizens' Party traditionally defends the conservative interests, while the Patriotic Union is  characterized by a social-liberal ideology






