PAGE  


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CAJP/INF. 200/13 rev. 1


9 October 2013


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: English

REQUEST BY THE SOVEREIGN ORDER OF MALTA TO BE GRANTED PERMANENT
OBSERVER STATUS TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (CP/doc.4921/13)

(Remarks of Mr. Jorge Sanin, Director of the Department of International Affairs,
at the meeting of the CAJP of August 28, 2013)
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(Remarks of Mr. Jorge Sanin, Director of the Department of International Affairs,
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On March 25, 2013, the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of Saint John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta, through H.E. Jean-Pierre Mazery, Grand Chancellor of the Order, submitted a letter to the OAS Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza, requesting the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS. In accordance with Permanent Council Resolutions CP/Res. 52 (61/72) and CP/Res. 407 (573/84) regarding the procedures for granting the status of Permanent Observers, this letter was transmitted to the Chair of the Permanent Council, which in turn referred the matter to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration. 

In accordance with the aforementioned resolutions, the following information is presented for consideration of this request:

1. Compliance with the Requisites for Approval of Permanent Observer Status:

As put forth in CP/RES. 52 (61/72) and revised in CP/RES. 407 (573/84), applicants seeking to obtain the status of Permanent Observer must meet the following terms:

1. Be a non-American independent state;
2. Have no outstanding territorial or legal disputes with a Member State;

3. Provide any additional information deemed necessary, such as current relations and potential collaborative efforts; and

4. Submit the name of the potential representative to be appointed.

I. Non-American Independent State

Independence:

The Sovereign Order of Malta is a sovereign subject of international law. The Order – which is based in Rome – has its own government, an independent magistracy, bilateral diplomatic relations with 104 countries, and has been granted the status of Permanent Observer in 21 international organizations, including the United Nations. The Order issues its own passports and stamps and creates public institutions endowed with independent legal personality. The Order’s activities are governed by the Constitution and the Code, which was reformed in 1997.

The Grand Master governs the Order both as sovereign and religious head. The Grand Master is elected for life and is assisted by and presides over the Sovereign Council, which is composed of four high offices – Grand Commander, Grand Chancellor, Grand Hospitaller, and Receiver of the Common Treasure – as well as six other members, all elected by the Order’s Chapter General for a five-year term. 

The Council of Government and the Board of Auditors, whose compositions reflect the international character of the Order, assist the Grand Master and the Sovereign Council. 

The legal system of the Order contemplates a division of powers as follows: 

•
Legislative power: Exercised by the Grand Master and Sovereign Council for non-constitutional matters; with the Chapter General, representing the Supreme Assembly of Knights, as far as constitutional rules are concerned; 

•
Executive power: Exercised by the Sovereign Council, chaired by the Grand Master and composed of ten Knights elected by the Chapter General; and

•
Judicial power: Exercised by the Magistrate Courts of First Instance and of Appeal, composed of judges appointed by the Grand Master and the Sovereign Council from Order members with legal expertise.

Participation in Inter-governmental Organizations: 

The Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta has maintained a Permanent Mission to facilitate diplomatic relations with the United Nations since August 24, 1994, when it was granted Observer Status by the international organization.

A complete list of participation in Inter-Governmental Organizations includes:

· Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO)

· Council of Europe (CE)
· Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
· Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
· International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

· International Centre for the study of the preservation and restoration of cultural property (ICCROM)
· International Committee of Military Medicine (ICMM)
· International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
· International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
· International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
· International Institute of Humanitarian Law

· International Institute for the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT)
· International Organization for Migration (IOM)
· Latin Union

· United Nations (UN)

· United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)

· United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
· United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
· United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
· United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
· United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
· World Food Programme of the United Nations (WFP)
· World Health Organization (WHO)
II. No Outstanding Territorial or Legal Disputes with a Member State

The Sovereign Order of Malta does not have any claim or territorial disputes with any Member State of the OAS. 

III. Relations with OAS Member States

The Sovereign Order of Malta has formal diplomatic relations with the following OAS Member States: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Uruguay and Venezuela.

IV. Cooperation Programs with the OAS:

The Sovereign Order of Malta, as a member of many regional and international organizations, has as its purpose the defense and promotion of democratic values and extending the scope of its humanitarian activities. 

The Sovereign Order of Malta believes that by receiving the status of Permanent Observer it will provide added value to the Organization by strengthening cooperation through its cooperation agencies, Malteser International and Auxilio Maltés, in activities related to the provision of emergency aid to the victims of natural disasters in the region, relief for the elderly, support for the displaced, specialized services for people with any type of disability, with development projects that have been carried out in the Member States of the OAS, which are detailed as follows: 

Argentina

•
The Order of Malta (Hostel de Malta) provides the latest palliative care to terminally ill cancer sufferers, focusing on their psychological, medical, social and spiritual aspects.

•
The Order of Malta (Argentinian Association of the Order of Malta) provides specialized life saving equipment for premature babies at the Children’s Hospital of San Justo in Buenos Aires. It also runs a first aid post in the November Youth Pilgrimage to the Basílica of Lujan

•
The Order of Malta (Argentina Maltese Aid for the Elimination of Leprosy, AMAPEL) has been treating leprosy due to the increase in cases.

Bahamas

•
The Order of Malta contributed with US$500.000 to support the Haitian refugees in the aftermath of the Haiti earthquake.

Bolivia

•
Since 2002, the Order of Malta (Bolivian Association of the Order of Malta) has helped the hemodialysis unit in San Juan Bautista Center for renal care in El Alto and by donating equipment for kidney treatment; has donated equipment to FIDES Clínica Solidaria; and operates the elderly day center “Centro de Damas Paceñas” in Our Lady of La Paz, and manages in coordination with the Autonomous University Gabriel René Moreno, the Cardenal Julio Terrazas Sandoval Diabetes center in Santa Cruz de la Sierra.

Brazil

•
The Order of Malta (Brazilian Association of the Order of Malta) operates     a program in Sao Paulo and Southern Brazil consisting of medical and dental treatment. It also implemented an educational program that provides cultural and sporting activities to minimize failure and truancy.

•
The Order of Malta provides day care for children under 7 to give time to their mothers to generate income, and organizes extracurricular activities for children under 14 (Brazilian Association of the Order of Malta Youth Center).

•
Created a floating dispensary (Jean Baptiste II) that plies the waters of the Amazon River providing medicine and medical assistance.

Canada

•
The Order of Malta (Canadian Association of the Order of Malta) runs 16 eyeglass clinics in lower Vancouver and provides humanitarian aid to Bolivia and Haiti.

•
The Order of Malta volunteers provide assistance to the elderly in 6 homes that can house up to a 1000 patients and operates social projects in Quebec and Toronto as well.

Chile

•
The Order of Malta helped distributing groceries and necessary products to people affected by the earthquake and tsunami of 2010.

•
The Order of Malta worked on economic recovery projects and providing high tech equipment to the local citizens.

•
The Order of Malta (Chilean Association of the Order of Malta) supports broncho-pulmonary centers in Santiago giving transportation and care, and facilitating the treatment of 13.500 patients.

Colombia

•
The Order of Malta (Colombian Association of the Order of Malta) works as an intermediary between local institutions and international donors, by distributing donations to their final destinations around the country. It has also built fully equipped healthcare centers in poor neighborhoods such as Palermo Sur and Lisboa in Bogota.

•
Through a project called “Bringing Life”, The Order of Malta in conjunction with national authorities has provided medical aid to rural populations in the country.

Costa Rica

•
The Order of Malta runs projects related to education and youth in Guanacaste.

•
The Order of Malta supports the Children’s Hospital in San José, dealing with complex diseases for children in the capital. It also supports educational and social support projects in different neighborhoods.

Dominican Republic

•
The Order of Malta (Dominican Association of the Order of Malta) in cooperation with national and voluntary agencies is addressing the increasing threat of access to health services in Santo Domingo and Monte Plata with a program consisting on mother and child clinics. These cover people in condition of poverty, unemployed and underemployed populations.

Ecuador

•
The Order of Malta (Ecuadorian Association of the Order of Malta) helped rural communities with medical and dental support with a team made by 45 volunteers that have assisted 1.300 patients.

El Salvador

•
The Order of Malta (El Salvador Association of the Order of Malta) runs 9 clinics, 4 of them have laboratories and dental services and 1 has physiotherapy services. It also sets up emergency centers for natural disasters.

Haiti

•
The Order of Malta has worked in emergency response and medical assistance across the country after the earthquake suffered in 2010. It has donated internet and telemedicine systems to enable patients to consult with doctors from the United States. 

Honduras

•
The Order of Malta (Honduran Association of the Order of Malta) channels AmeriCares medical aid to two hospitals, Torax and San Felipe.

•
The Order of Malta (American Association of the Order of Malta) supports two homes caring for young boys and girls.

Mexico

•
The Order of Malta (Mexican Association of the Order of Malta) has provided relief for victims of hurricane Karl in 2010. It also runs a program in Tabasco to prevent HIV/AIDS transmission from mothers to babies.

•
The Order of Malta implements other programs in Mexico to improve nutrition, education and care to the elderly.

Nicaragua

•
The Order of Malta supports Dentist without Borders by providing medical equipment. It also provides meals to dentists and doctors who volunteer to treat patients in rural areas of Nicaragua.

Panama

•
The Order of Malta (Panamanian Association of the Order of Malta) provides free medical care at a Panama City clinic.

•
The Order of Malta and the Ministry of Education have signed a cooperation agreement to equip two primary schools.

•
The Order of Malta also has launched initiatives to support residents living in condition of poverty near the Colombian border.

Paraguay

•
The Order of Malta (Paraguayan Association of the Order of Malta) drew up a cooperation agreement with the Municipality of San Lorenzo, on the suburbs of Asunción, to provide free dental care to the schoolchildren and gynecological assistance for women in a mobile clinic.

•
The Order of Malta donated the premises of the Puesto de Emergencia Malta, where poor children receive meals and women are taught hairdressing and cookery classes.

Peru

•
Since 2004, the Order of Malta (Maltese Peru) provides 70 meals a day to schoolchildren in Amauta.

•
The Order of Malta (Malteser International) and Faber Castell provide educational materials to communities with scarce resources.

•
The Order of Malta opened homes for the elderly and through the Peruvian Association of the Order of Malta has implemented 4 social projects across the country, opened a clinic in Lima, and reconstructed a secondary school.

United States of America

•
The Order of Malta has three Associations in the United States: the American Association, the Federal Association and the Western Association.

•
The Order of Malta (American Association of the Order of Malta) runs programs for the homeless by giving employment and mental health care to more than 9.000 people a year. It also holds social and aid projects in the states of Rhode Island, Connecticut.

•
The Order of Malta (Federal Association of the Order of Malta) helped rebuilding New Orleans in the Order of Malta New Orleans Home Rebuilding Program. It also provided assistance to the victims of a tornado in Missouri in 2011, and helped the homeless in Dallas in 2012.

•
The Order of Malta (Western Association of the Order of Malta) has a care center for the elderly in condition of poverty in California. It also supports Monterey County in projects removing gang related tattoos and providing food and clothing to low income farm owners.

Uruguay

•
The Order of Malta (Uruguayan Association of the Order of Malta) helps Uruguayan people that suffer from leprosy. It also helps homeless people and provides dental service in remote areas of the country.

Venezuela

•
The Order of Malta (Venezuelan Association of the Order of Malta) provides support for the poor, sick and needy people by providing medicines and taking care of the homeless and the elderly. It also supports the poor by giving free medical attention to residents of Santa Cruz, Aragua.
V. Name of Potential Appointed Representative

The Permanent Observer representative to be appointed by the Sovereign Order of Malta is the Ambassador to Antigua and Barbuda and at Large to South America, His Excellency Przemyslaw Jan Hauser.

In accordance with the above requisites, the General Secretariat does not find any objection by which the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs should not recommend to the Permanent Council the granting of the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS to the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of Saint John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta.
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