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I. BACKGROUND

The Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law (hereinafter the “Program”) was adopted by the General Assembly in Lima, Peru, in 1997 [see AG/RES. 1471 (XXVII-O/97)].  It contains a description of the different areas, activities, and objectives the Organization is pursuing on an ongoing basis, in an effort to ensure the development, promotion, and effective application of the international law created by the inter-American system (see Appendix I).

The program dates back to the “Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law” [AG/DEC.12 (XXVI-O/96)], adopted by the General Assembly in Panama in June 1996.  Since 1997, successive General Assembly resolutions have put the Program into effect, identifying priority areas.

In June 2007, the General Assembly, meeting in Panama, adopted resolution AG/RES. 2264 (XXXVII-O/07), which reiterated the importance of the Program and requested the General Secretariat, through the Department of International Legal Affairs and its dependencies, to continue implementing the activities listed in that Program, involving courses, meetings, and workshops on subjects of interest in international law, publicizing activities, and disseminating legal information through publications and the web page.

II. ACTIVITIES

The following activities were carried out by the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs in 2007, in accordance with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2264 (XXXVII-O/07) and the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law.
A. Courses and seminars

1.
XXXIV Course on International Law, organized by the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs and the Inter-American Juridical Committee


The Course on International Law was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from July 30 to August 24, 2007, with the participation of 28 professors, 28 OAS scholarship recipients, and 10 students who covered their own costs.  The central theme of the course was the legal aspects of regional development.  The program for the XXXIV Course on International Law can be found in Appendix II.

2.
Workshops on International Law


From November 19 to 23, 2007, Workshops on International Law were held in Managua, Nicaragua.  The Office of International Law organized the event with support from the Central American University and the College of the Americas.  The Workshops had 30 speakers on international law, 19 foreign and 11 Nicaraguan.  About 120 students were in attendance every day.  The program of the Workshops held in Nicaragua can be found in Appendix III.


3.
Refresher courses on international law


a.
First Course on International Humanitarian Law


On January 31, 2007, the First Course on International Humanitarian Law was held for staff of the permanent missions of OAS member states and the General Secretariat.  The Course was organized by the Office of International Law and the International Committee of the Red Cross.  Around 100 persons participated.  The program for the Course can be found in Appendix IV.


The papers given were published in a book entitled “Introductory Course on International Humanitarian Law,” issued in Spanish in late 2007; an English version is expected in 2008.  The book was produced by the Office of International Law, with financing from the ICRC.  It can also be found free of charge on our web page, at the following link: 

http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/derecho_internacional_humanitario_cursos.htm

In view of the success of the Course, the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2293 (XXXVII-O/07), approved a second Course, to be held in 2008.


b.
Course on the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families

An Introductory Course on the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, is planned for 2008, in accordance with the resolution on this subject, AG/RES. 2289 (XXXVII-O/07), and as part of the initiatives to promote international and inter-American law developed by our Office.

c.
Protection of refugees

In 2007, the OAS General Secretariat signed a cooperation agreement on matters of common interest with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).  This agreement will facilitate joint activities to promote international law by the Office of International Law--the OAS point of contact for this agreement--and the UNHCR.  One such activity could be a course at General Secretariat headquarters. 

B. Legal Publications

During the period covered by this report, the Office of International Law edited, published, and distributed the following volumes:

· XXXIII Course on International Law, held in 2006, with the central theme “International Law in the Americas:  100 years of the International Juridical Committee.”  Contains a total of 20 texts published in the original language of presentation.
· Workshops on International Law held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from November 14 to 17, 2006.  Includes lectures by 32 professors on investments, the international abduction of minors, international humanitarian law, human rights, integration law, the law of the sea, the inter-American system, and teaching methods. 

· The Inter-American Juridical Committee (A Century of Contributions to International Law).  Edited by the Secretariat of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.  This volume commemorates the Committee’s 100th anniversary and regroups articles presented by current or former members of the Committee. 
According to practice, publications for the XXXIV Course on International Law, held in August 2007, and the Workshops on International Law held in Managua, Nicaragua, in November 2007 will be issued in the course of 2008.

C. Information on the Internet

In order to facilitate understanding of the mandates and tasks assigned to the Office of International Law, reorganization of the web page has continued, following a thematic approach in which General Assembly mandates in areas in which the Office acts as technical secretariat are described.  These include discrimination and intolerance, persons with disabilities, refugees and displaced persons, international humanitarian law, terrorism, migrants, ombudsmen, indigenous peoples, and the International Criminal Court. 

In each case, detailed reference to background information, mandates, and activities implemented in each area is provided in both English and Spanish. This information is available on our web page at:  http://www.oas.org/dil/.

As for the dissemination of inter-American instruments deposited with the General Secretariat, the Office of International Law keeps up-to-date information on the status of signatures, ratifications, and activities undertaken by states in relation to instruments officially deposited with the General Secretariat. 

Moreover, we are pleased to report that the Office has created a database on the designation of central authorities, organized by Convention title and name of member state.  For this purpose, states are urged to fill out the appropriate form whenever they designate a new central authority. 

With regard to bilateral agreements, the Office’s web page includes texts signed in 2007 of which the Office has been duly notified.


In the past year, visits to the web page of the Office of International Law totaled about 577,400; the figure was 367,601 for the International Juridical Committee’s page.

D. Online Bookstore  (online sales of publications)

Our catalogue of publications contains 24 available titles.  The Online Bookstore’s most recent publications appear in Appendix V.  This information is also available on our web page:  http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/publicaciones_catalogo.htm.

E. Promoting the study of inter-American law

The staff of the Office of International Law have taken the initiative of offering talks, both at OAS headquarters and in the context of working missions to it member states, on the inter-American system and the main items on the legal agenda of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs specifically and the Organization in general.

· Model Assemblies

26th Model OAS General Assembly for High Schools, held in Washington, D.C., from November 28 to December 1, 2007.

· Workshops on International Law, Managua, Nicaragua, November 19 to 23, 2007.

Organized by the Organization of American States, the Inter-American University Organization, the College of the Americas, and the Central American University. 

Presentation:  Promotion of the Inter-American System of International Law.  Advances in the Progressive Development of Inter-American Law:  Discrimination and Intolerance.

· Mixed Migratory Flows in the Caribbean: Strengthening Collaborative Responses to Migration, Refugee Protection, and Trafficking in Persons. Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands, November 5 to 8, 2007.


Presentation: International Organization on Migration and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the Implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families

· Meeting of the Coordinating Committee of the Afro-Caribbean and Afro Latin-American Women’s Network, Managua, Nicaragua, November 2007.


Organized by Global Rights – Partners for Justice and the Afro-Caribbean and Afro Latin-American Women’s Network.


Presentation: The role of the OAS in fighting racial discrimination and the role of the Office of International Law in relation to the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.
· International Law Weekend – Toward a New Vision of International Law. New York, NY, November 25 to 27, 2007.


Organized by the American Branch of the International Law Association


Presentation:  Developing Private International Law: Informing and Understanding Hard and Soft Law.

· State Department Advisory Meeting on Private International Law, Washington, D.C., October 1, 2007.


Organized by the United States Department of State and Georgetown University Law Center


Presentation: Private International Law Developments in the Organization of American States

· Workshops on Consumer Protection in the Americas, Asunción, Paraguay, October 2007.


Presentation: Consumer protection in the inter-American arena:  The work of CIDIP-VII.

· Ibero-American Meeting on Social Development, Democracy, and Nondiscrimination:  Fighting Discrimination in Human and Social Development Policies, Mexico City, September 2007.


Presentation: The role of the OAS in combating discrimination against persons with disabilities.
· Ministry of Foreign Affairs and General Directorate of Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Women and Social Development, Lima, Peru, September 2007.  


Presentation:  Use of OAS instruments to promote and defend the rights of persons with disabilities.
· University of San Martín de Porres, Lima, Peru, September 2007.

Presentation:  The need to narrow the gap between international and domestic law.
· Course on International Law, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, August 2007, 
Organized by the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the OAS Office of International Law.


Presentation: Emerging themes in the inter-American system:  The Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and its implications for development in the Americas.


Presentation: The new inter-American legal framework regarding persons with disabilities and its impact on development in the region, August 2007.

Presentation: “The Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples:  Procedural and substantive aspects.”

· Regional Meeting of the National Committees on International Humanitarian Law:  Thirty Years since the Additional Protocols of 1977.  Mexico City, August 6 and 7, 2007.

Organized by the Organization of American States, the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, and the International Committee of the Red Cross.


Presentation:  National application of international humanitarian law in the member states of the Organization of American States.
· Introduction to International Humanitarian Law, Mexico City, August 9, 2007.

Organized by the Organization of American States and the Ibero-American University.


Presentation:  Introduction to International Humanitarian Law.
· Inter-American Conference for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities and Their Families, Panama City, June 2007.


Organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Panama and Senadis.


Presentation: Inter-American instruments on persons with disabilities:  How to use them as effective instruments for action.
· Workshop on LGBTTI Impact Strategies in the Organization of American States System, Panama, June 2007.


Organized by Global Rights, IGLHRC, and Mulabi.


Presentation: Progress and challenges in civil society participation in the inter-American system and the struggle against discrimination.

· American Bar Association – International Law Section (Spring Meeting) Washington, D.C., May 4 to 9, 2007. 


Organized by the American Bar Association


Presentation: Development of Private International Law in the Americas: Hard and Soft Law Instruments on Consumer Protection and Secured Transactions.
· Second Universal Meeting of National Committees on International Humanitarian Law, Geneva, Switzerland, March 19 to 21, 2007.

Organized by the International Committee of the Red Cross/ Swiss Government

[image: image1.jpg]



Presentation:  The Role of the Organization of American States in the Promotion and Protection of International Humanitarian Law.
· 101st Annual Meeting of the American Society of International Law, Washington, D.C., USA, March 2007.


Presentation: Internationalizing Law Societies: A dialogue on building a global scholarly network – the Latin-American experience.
· Universidad Salvadoreña Alberto Masferrer, San Salvador, El Salvador, March 2007.

Presentation: The Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.
· Universidad José Matías Delgado, San Salvador, El Salvador, March 2007.


Presentation: The Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

· Introductory Course on International Humanitarian Law of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, Washington, D.C., January 31, 2007.

Course organized by the OAS Office of International Law and the International Committee of the Red Cross.

Presentation:  International humanitarian law in the inter-American system:  How the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS apply IHL in their respective areas and the impact of these activities on the region.
                                                                              APPENDIX I
AG/RES. 2264 (XXXVII-O/07)

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 5, 2007)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Having seen the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.4698/07 corr. 1), in particular as it pertains to the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2174 (XXXVI-O/06), “Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law”;
CONSIDERING that in 1996 the General Assembly adopted the Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law [AG/DEC. 12 (XXVI-O/96)], and that in 1997, by resolution AG/RES. 1471 (XXVII-O/97), it adopted the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law;
CONSIDERING ALSO that the General Assembly has reaffirmed its support for said Program through its resolutions AG/RES. 1557 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1617 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1705 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1766 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1845 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1921 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2032 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2070 (XXXV-O/05), and AG/RES. 2174 (XXXVI-O/06); and
TAKING NOTE:

Of the Report on the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law: Activities of the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs (2006) (CP/CAJP-2452/07);

Of the holding of the XXXIII Course on International Law, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from July 31 to August 25, 2006, and of the Workshops on International Law, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from November 14 to 17, 2006; and

Of the holding of the “First Course on International Humanitarian Law” for staff of the permanent missions of the member states to the Organization of American States (OAS) and of the General Secretariat, organized by the Office of International Law of the General Secretariat and held at OAS headquarters on January 31, 2007,
RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the importance of, and its support for, the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law; and to request the Department of International Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat to continue carrying out the activities enumerated in the Program.
2. To urge that the General Secretariat, through the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs, continue conducting the Workshops on International Law and the Course on International Law in Rio de Janeiro and provide support for activities designed to increase awareness of international law, with special emphasis on the inter-American system, as well as for activities involving the dissemination of legal information and the status of signatures and ratifications of inter-American treaties deposited with the General Secretariat, through publications, electronic media, and the Internet, in all the official languages of the Organization of American States (OAS).
3. To urge the General Secretariat to continue holding workshops through the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs on topics of interest in the field of international law, for the staff of the permanent missions of the OAS member states, General Secretariat personnel, and the general public.
4. To request the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs to continue doing its utmost to disseminate information on the instruments of the inter-American system in diplomatic academies, other training centers for civil servants, and other law schools in the Hemisphere, in the context of the mandates of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law and of the recommendations of the meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, held in January 2006, on how inter-American law is addressed, including the design of a model general course on the inter-American system.
5.
To request the Permanent Council to follow up on the implementation of this resolution, which will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
                           APPENDIX II

PROGRAM
XXXIV COURSE ON INTERNATIONAL LAW

"Legal Aspects of Regional Development"

Rio de Janeiro, July 30–August 24, 2007
First Week 
Monday 30

10:00 – 12:00

Opening session 
Tuesday 31

9:00 – 10:50
Luis Toro Utillano
Legal Officer. Office of International Law of the OAS

Draft American Declaration on the rights of the indigenous peoples: the negotiation process
11:10 – 1:00 
Luis Toro Utillano
Draft American Declaration on the rights of the indigenous peoples: substantive aspects
2:30 – 4:30

Ines Bustillo
Director, CEPAL Office in Washington D.C. 

Status and perspectives of the economic and social development in Latina America and the Caribbean

Wenesday 1

9:00 – 10:50
Jonathan T. Fried

Executive Director for Canada, Ireland and the Caribbean, International Monetary Fund

Good governance and development: some architectural issues
11:10 – 1:00
Ines Bustillo 
International inclusion of Latin America and the Caribbean in the commercial agenda

2:30 – 4:30
Meaghan McGrath Beaumont
Principal Attorney, Legal Department, International Financial Corporation, International Monetary Fund

A legal framework for Project Finance and PPPs in Latin America

Thursday 2

9:00 – 10:50
Jonathan T. Fried

Preventing financial crises: the international agenda

11:10 – 1:00
Meaghan McGrath Beaumont
A legal framework for Project Finance and PPPs in Latin America II

2:30 – 4:30
Juan Carlos Murillo
Regional Legal Advisor, ACNUR
Right of asylum and the protection to refugees in the American Continent: regional contributions and developments 

Friday 3

9:00 – 10:50
José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General of the Organization of American States 
11:10 – 1:00
 
Juan Carlos Murillo
The Inter-American system of protection of Human Rights: its relevance and the protection to refugees

2:30 – 4:30

FREE

Second Week 
Monday 6
9:00 – 10:50
Ana Elizabeth Villalta Vizcarra
Member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee 
Integration, Tread and Development in the framework of the Central-American Integration system 
11:10 – 1:00
Mauricio Herdocia Sacasa

Member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee
The value of the principles of the OAS Charter to the inter-American system
2:30 – 4:30
Ana Ampuero
Professor of International Law, Catholic University of Peru

National treatment, most-favored nation treatment, minimum level treatment and expropriation in the international agreements on investments I
Tuesday 7

9:00 – 10:50
Ana Ampuero 
National treatment, most-favored nation treatment, minimum level treatment and expropriation in the international agreements on investments II
11:10 – 1:00
Michael Dennis
Head of the United States Delegation at the negotiation at the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law - CIDIP-VII 

CIDIP VII: building an agenda for consumer protection in the Americas I
2:30 – 4:30
Eduardo Tellechea
Main Professor and Director of the Institute of Private International Law, Law School of the University of the Republic, Uruguay

International legal cooperation and the recognition of foreign sentences in the regional scope 
4:30 - 5:30
Mauricio Herdocia Sacasa
Peaceful settlement of disputes
Wenesday 8
9:00 – 10:50
Eduardo Tellechea  
International legal cooperation and the recognition of foreign sentences in the regional scope II
11:10 – 1:00
Michael Dennis
CIDIP VII: building an agenda for consumer protection in the Americas II
2:30 – 4:30
Ana Ampuero
National treatment, most-favoured nation treatment, minimum level treatment and expropriation in the international agreements on investments III
4:30 – 5:30
Darío Soto
Assistant Director, Trust for the Americas of the OAS
Right to access to public information, regional considerations and national perspectives 
Thursday 9

9:00 – 10:50
Eduardo Tellechea
International legal cooperation and the recognition of foreign sentences in the regional scope III
11:10 – 1:00
Michael Dennis
CIDIP VII: building an agenda for consumer protection in the Americas III
2:30 – 4:30
Welber Barral

Professor, Law School of the Federal University of Santa Catarina, Brazil

The multilateral system of trade
Friday 10

9:00 – 10:50

Ricardo Seitenfus

Member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee 

The contribution of the Americas to the integration processes: theoretical contributions and historic experience 
11:10 – 1:00

Welber Barral
Regulation on subsidies and limits to State intervention 
2:30 – 4:30

Welber Barral
International Disputes 

Third Week 
Monday 13
9:00 – 10:50
Dante Negro
Director, Office of International Law of the OAS 
Emerging topics in the Inter-American system: the draft Inter-American convention against racism, the discrimination and intolerance and their implications in the development of the Americas
11:10 – 1:00
Nadia Rendak
Lawyer, Legal Department of the International Monetary Fund

International Monetary Fund: legal aspects of membership
2:30 – 4:30
Daniela Vargas 
Professor of Private International Law, Catholic University, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Litis pendens in Private International Law: praxis of the Brazilian courts

Tuesday 14

9:00 – 10:50
Nadia Rendak
New developments at the International Monetary Fund
11:10 – 1:00
Gabriel Valladares

Legal Adviser of the Red Cross International Committee for the South Cone 

The International Red Cross International Committee and International Humanitarian law
2:30 – 4:30
Cláudia Lima Marques 
Professor of International Law, Federal University, Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil
The protection of the less favored party in Private International Law and the efforts of the CIDIP-VII regarding consumer protection I 
Wenesday 15
9:00 – 10:50
Roberto Ruiz Díaz Labrano
Professor of International Law, National University, Asunción, Paraguay
The legal system of integration and international law I
11:10 – 1:00
Anton Camen
Legal Adviser of the Red Cross International Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean – Consulting Service

Current issues on International Humanitarian law as an aspect on regional development in the Americas
2:30 – 4:30
Cláudia Lima Marques 
The protection of the less favored party in Private International Law and the efforts of the CIDIP-VII regarding consumer protection II
Thursday 16

9:00 – 10:50
Roberto Ruiz Díaz Labrano
The legal system of integration and international law II
11:10 – 1:00
Dante Negro
The new inter-American legal framework on the handicapped persons and its implications in the development of the Region
2:30 – 4:30
Antenor Madruga
Professor, Catholic University of Brasilia, Brazil
International legal cooperation I
Friday 17
9:00 – 10:50
Roberto Ruiz Díaz Labrano
The legal system of integration and international law III
11:10 – 1:00
Antenor Madruga

International legal cooperation II

2:30 – 4:30

FREE
Fourth Week 
Monday 20
9:00 – 10:50
Jean-Michel Arrighi
Director, Department of International Legal Affairs of the OAS 
The evolution of the Inter-American system I
11:10 – 1:00
Antônio Augusto Cançado Trindade
Professor, Head of the Law Department, University of Brasilia and Instituto Rio Branco, Brazil, former Chairman of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
The expansion of the material content of jus cogens I
2:30 – 4:30
FREE
Tuesday 21

9:00 – 10:50
Jean-Michel Arrighi
The evolution of the Inter-American system II 

11:10 – 1:00
Antônio Augusto Cançado Trindade
The expansion of the material content of jus cogens II
2:30 – 4:30

Antônio Celso Alves Pereira
Professor, Head of Department, School of Law, University of Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil
The United Nations Reform, Development and Human Rights I

Wenesday 22
9:00 – 10:50 
Guy De Vel

Former Legal Director of the European Council

Building Europe together on the Rule of Law
11:10 – 1:00
Ives Daudet
Professor, Paris 1 University, Pantheon-Sorbonne and Secretary of The Hague Academy of International Law
The exercise of territorial prerogatives by the United Nations I 
2:30 – 4:30
Antônio Celso Alves Pereira
The United Nations Reform, Development and Human Rights II and III
Thursday 23

9:00 – 10:50
Guy De Vel
How the cooperation between the Council of Europe and the European Union contribute to the legal development of the European continent

11:10 – 1:00
Ives Daudet
The exercise of territorial prerogatives by the United Nations II

2:30 – 4:30

Daniela Vargas




Migrant Workers

Friday 24

10:00
Closing session and handling of certificates ceremony
APPENDIX III
Workshops on International Law

Organization of American States

Inter-American University Organization (OUI)

College of the Americas (COLAM)

Central American University (UCA)

program

managua, nicaragua

November 19 to 23, 2007

Monday, November 19, 2007
8:30 a.m.
Arrival of participants

9:00 a.m.
Inaugural ceremony

Welcoming remarks:

· Mayra Luz Pérez, Rector, UCA

· Ernesto Medina Sandino, Rector, American University [Nicaragua]. Member, Higher Council, COLAM

· Manuel Coronel Kautz, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Nicaragua

· Description of method:  Jean-Michel Arrighi, Director, Department of International Legal Affairs, OAS

10:00 a.m.

Coffee break
10:30 a.m.

International economic law:  Free trade agreements



Session 1:

· Alejandro Pastori, Assistant Professor of International Law, University of the Republic, Montevideo, Uruguay. Former Legal Advisor, Latin American Integration Association (ALADI)

11:30 a.m.
Discussion
12:00 p.m.
Lunch
2:00 p.m.

Mechanisms for the pacific settlement of international disputes


Session 1:  Principle of the pacific settlement of disputes in the context of the peace process in the Central American region:  Esquipulas II:  History and analysis
· Aldo Díaz Lacayo, former Ambassador of Nicaragua to the United Nations
3:00 p.m.
Discussion
3:30 p.m.
Coffee break

4:00 p.m.

Mechanisms for the pacific settlement of international disputes

Session 2:   Pacific settlement of disputes in the United Nations framework, with emphasis on the International Court of Justice

· Julio Saborío Arguello, International Law Consultant, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Nicaragua

5:00 p.m.

Discussion
5:30 p.m.
Summary
6:00 p.m.
Close of day
Tuesday, November 20, 2007
8:30 a.m.

Arrival of participants
9:00 a.m.

International economic law


Session 2:  Free trade agreements:  Legal analysis (NAFTA, CAFTA, and others)
· Jorge Witker, Senior Researcher, Specialist in International Economic Law, Institute for Legal Research, Autonomous University of Mexico

10:00 a.m.
Discussion

10:30 a.m.
Coffee break

11:00 a.m.
International economic law:  Free trade agreements:


Session 3:  Dispute settlement mechanisms:  NAFTA, CAFTA and MERCOSUR
· Jorge Witker, Senior Researcher, Specialist in International Economic Law, Institute for Legal Research, Autonomous University of Mexico

Comments:  MERCOSUR

· Alejandro Pastori, Assistant Professor of International Law, University of the Republic, Montevideo, Uruguay. Former Legal Advisor, Latin American Integration Association (ALADI)

12:00
p.m.

Discussion

12:30 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.

Promotion of the inter-American system of international law



Session 1:  Introduction to and principles of the inter-American system

· Jean-Michel Arrighi, Director, Department of International Legal Affairs, OAS

· Mauricio Herdocia, Member, Inter-American Juridical Committee, OAS

3:00 p.m.
Discussion

3:30 p.m.
Coffee break

4:00 p.m.

Promotion of the inter-American system of international law


Session 2:  Recent achievements in the progressive development of inter-American Law – Persons with disabilities and access to information
· Carlos Eroles, Consultant Professor and Assistant Secretary for University Outreach Programs, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina.  Member of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities

· Darío Soto, Deputy Director, Trust for the Americas:  Access to Information

5:00 p.m.
Discussion

5:30 p.m.

Summary
6:00 p.m.

Close of day
Wednesday, November 21, 2007 
8:30 a.m.

Arrival of participants
9:00 a.m.

Teaching method



Session 1

· Jean-Michel Arrighi, Director, Department of International Legal Affairs, OAS

· Roger Guevara Mena, former Ambassador of Nicaragua to the European Union.  Specialist Teacher of International Public and Private Law

· Tercio Waldir de Albuquerque, Specialist in Environmental Law. Member, ECSA/AL.  Professor of Public and Private International Law, University for the Development of Pantanal State and Region (UNIDERP) – Campo Grande, Matto Grosso do Sul, Brazil

10:00 a.m.
Discussion
10:30 a.m.
Coffee break

11:00 a.m. 
Community law and Central American integration

Session 1:  Community law, nature, characteristics, and differences with international law and the domestic law of States
· Ana Elizabeth Villalta, Member, Inter-American Juridical Committee, OAS

· Ricardo Acevedo Peralta, President, Central American Court of Justice

12:00 p.m.
Discussion
12:30 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.

Mechanisms for the pacific settlement of international disputes

Session 3:   Pacific settlement of disputes in the framework of the inter-American system, with emphasis on the American Treaty on Pacific Settlement
· Mauricio Herdocia Sacasa, Member, Inter-American Juridical Committee, OAS

3:00 p.m.
Discussion

3:30 p.m.
Coffee break

4:00 p.m.

Mechanisms for the pacific settlement of international disputes

Session 4:  The arbitration mechanism in the pacific settlement of disputes
· Cesar Vega Masis, Legal Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Nicaragua

5:00 p.m.

Discussion 
5:30 p.m.

Summary
6:00 p.m.

Close of day
Thursday, November 22, 2007
8:30 a.m.
Arrival of participants
9:00 a.m.
Teaching Method



Session 1:

· Hernán Varela Valenzuela, Principal Professor of Public International Law and Dean of the Law Faculty of the Catholic University of the Holy Conception, Concepción, Chile, “A Chilean practical and theoretical experience of teaching international law”

· Carlos Eroles, Consultant Professor and Assistant Secretary for University Outreach Programs, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina.  Member of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities

10:00 a.m.
Discussion

10:30
a.m.
Coffee break

11:00a.m.
Community law and Central American integration

Session 2:  Institutional advances in the Central American integration process
· Pedro Vuskovic, Representative of the Office of the General Secretariat in Nicaragua, Legal facilitators program

· Orlando Guerrero Mayorga, Secretary, Central American Court of Justice

12:00 p.m.
Discussion
12:30 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.
Promotion of the inter-American system of international law 


Session 3:  Advances in the progressive development of inter-American law – Indigenous peoples, discrimination, and intolerance
· Luis Toro, Legal Officer, OAS Office of International Law

· Dante Negro, Director, OAS Office of International Law

3:00 p.m.
Discussion
3:30 p.m.
Coffee break

4:00 p.m.
Promotion of the universal system and inter-American system of international law


Session 4:  International humanitarian law

· René Provost, Professor and Director of the Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism, McGill University, Canada

· Romaric Ferraro, Legal Advisor, delegation for Mexico, Central America, and the Spanish-speaking Caribbean of the International Committee of the Red Cross, "The Current Situation and Challenges of International Humanitarian Law in the Regional Context"

5:00 p.m.
Discussion

5:30 p.m.

Summary

6:00 p.m.

Close of day

Friday, November 23, 2007 
8:30 a.m.

Arrival of participants
9:00 a.m.
Promotion of the universal system and inter-American system of international law



Session 5:  Refugees
· [image: image2.png]


Ricardo Méndez Silva, Principal Researcher, Institute for Legal Research, Autonomous University of Mexico:  The refugee crisis in Iraq
· Juan Carlos Murillo. Regional Legal Advisor, UNHCR

10:00
a.m.
Discussion
10:30
a.m.
Coffee break

11:00 a.m.
Conclusions and evaluation

11:30 a.m.
Closing ceremony

12:00 p.m.
Close of day
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                       PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CAJP-2428/06 rev. 3


25 January 2007

COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish
CURRICULUM

INTRODUCTORY COURSE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP)

[AG/RES. 2226 (XXXVI-O/06)]
Date: January 31, 2007

Padilha Vidal Room

Washington, D.C.
CURRICULUM

INTRODUCTORY COURSE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP)

[AG/RES. 2226 (XXXVI-O/06)]
Date:  January 31, 2007

Padilha Vidal Room

Washington, D.C.
General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2226 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of International Humanitarian Law,” requires that the OAS Office of International Law, in coordination with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), organize a course on international humanitarian law (IHL) for staff of the permanent missions and the General Secretariat, and other students of the subject.

The course on IHL will last one day and cover the fundamental sources and rules of IHL and its application in the inter-American system.  It will comprise the following modules:

Registration: 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

I.
Introductory remarks and structure of the Course
9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.
Ambassador Osmar Chohfi

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and

Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS

Yves Petermann

Director of Humanitarian Diplomacy,

International Committee of the Red Cross

Dante Negro

Director, Office of International Law

Organization of American States

II. Introduction to International Humanitarian Law:
9:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Instructor: Ms. Ximena Medellín

Professor and Outside Consultant

Human Rights Program of the

Ibero-American University of Mexico


Description:  The course will begin with an introductory section defining IHL and examining its development and objectives.  The introduction will examine its position within public international law; and explain differences between ius in bello and ius ad bellum; the universality of IHL; treaty and customary sources of contemporary IHL; the scope of application of IHL; the definition of armed conflict; problems and consequences of qualification of armed conflicts; parties to an armed conflict; and compliance mechanisms.  The introductory section will include specific discussion of the three following topics:

· Geneva Conventions of 1949: (1) Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick Members of Armed Forces in the Field; (2) Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea; (3) Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War; and (4) Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.

· Geneva Protocols:  Protocol I: Protection of victims of international armed conflicts; Protocol II: Non-international armed conflicts; and Protocol III: Adoption of an additional distinctive emblem.

· Customary International Humanitarian Law: The course will include a section on the importance of customary (unwritten) international law.  The discussion will focus on how a rule/custom is considered customary if it reflects a country’s practice and if there is a belief among the international community that the practice is obligatory as a matter of law.

Break: 11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

III. Relationship between human rights law, international humanitarian law, and international criminal law
11:30 a.m. – 12.10 p.m.
Instructor: Ms. Elizabeth Santalla Vargas

Researcher, University of Leiden, Netherlands

Member of the Latin American Studies Group on International Criminal Law

Konrad Adenauer Foundation

Description: This module will deal with the intersection between human rights law, international humanitarian law, and international criminal law.  Although they deal with distinct issues, there are circumstances in which each of these branches of law applies in a conflict situation.  This course discussion will center on how it is widely recognized and accepted, that, during armed conflict, certain human rights may be restricted during specific circumstances and only to the extent required by the situation; however, the need to protect human rights during an armed conflict is also recognized.  With that in mind, it is important to highlight that during armed conflicts, people under the Geneva Conventions still have their basic human rights protected.

IV.
IHL within the inter-American system
12:10 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor:  Mr. John Wilson

Office of International Law

Organization of American States


Description: This module will cover the way OAS organs, agencies, and entities apply IHL in their respective spheres and the impact of these efforts in the region.

Lunch: 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

V.
Law of Protected Persons and Objects
2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.
Instructor:  Mr. Danilo González

Alternate Representative

Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the OAS


Description:  This module will adress the kinds of persons who have protected status, including civilians in general and, particularly, internally displaced persons, the wounded, the sick, prisoners of war, medical and religious personnel, relief operations personnel, and civil defense personnel and mediators, among others.  It will also cover the special cases of cultural property, military medical facilities, ambulances, civilian property, and other objects that are considered as protected during a time of armed conflict.  Further, it will examine the need to protect persons deprived of their liberty in relation to an armed conflict, including protection from inhumane treatment, denial of judicial guarantees, and disappearance.

VI.
Law on the Conduct of Hostilities
2:45 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Instructor: Mr. Walter Rivera Alemán

Navy Captain

Republic of El Salvador


Description:  This module will address the conduct of military operations during armed conflict and legal provisions on the conduct of hostilities that restrict the choices of methods and means of warfare that the parties to an armed conflict are allowed to use.  It will cover prohibitions of direct attacks against civilian objects and population; prohibition of indiscriminate attacks; and the obligation to take precautionary measures in order to avoid and lessen the loss of civilians, injuries to civilians, and damage of civilian objects.  The module will also examine the fundamental obligation to distinguish between military objectives and persons and objects that cannot be attacked; the problem of direct participation of civilians in hostilities; the dilemma of military necessity and civilian losses and damage; precautions in attack; and the prohibition of certain weapons and methods of warfare.

Break: 3:30 p.m. – 3.45 p.m.
VII.
The Implementation of IHL in the Americas (War Crimes)
4:00 p.m. – 4:25 p.m.
Instructor: Mr. Romaric Ferraro

Legal Advisor

Regional Delegation for Mexico, Central America and the Spanish-speaking Caribbean

International Committee of the Red Cross 
[image: image3.png]



Description: This module will cover the strong commitment by OAS member states to international humanitarian law by adopting the different treaties encompassing IHL. It will also cover the efforts by the states of the Americas to implement the obligations provided for in the treaties they have signed.  It will also cover national implementation of treaties, which reveals that there still is a significant gap between international requirements and their implementation, and it will address this gap, focusing in particular on national measures conducive to the repression of war crimes.

VIII.
Closing remarks
4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Ambassador Osmar Chohfi

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and

Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS

Yves Petermann

Director of Humanitarian Diplomacy

International Committee of the Red Cross

Dante Negro

Director, Office of International Law

Organization of American States
Awarding of certificates to participants in the course: 5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

APPENDIX V

Catalogue 2007- Online Bookstore
http://www.oas.org/dil/publications_catalogue.htm
New releases
	
	Workshops on International Law (Argentina, 2006) 
Austral University - Foreign Service Institute
Buenos Aires, Argentina
ISBN: 0-8270-5112-3
Publication Date: 2007
Number of pages: 730
Language: original language in which the conference was given
Price: U$S 30 [Read more] [Buy] 

	
	Workshops on International Law (Canada, 2005) 
University of Ottawa - Faculty of Law
Ottawa, Canada
ISBN: 0-8270-5014-3
Publication Date: 2006
Number of pages: 684
Language: original language in which the conference was given
Price: U$S 30 [Read more] [Buy] 

	
	XXXIII Course on International Law (2006) 
“International Law in the Americas: 100 years of the Inter-American Juridical Committee”
ISBN: 0-8270-5079-8
Publication Date: 2007
Number of pages: 534
Language: original language in which the courses were presented
Price: U$S 35 [Read more] [Buy]

	
	XXXII Course on International Law (2005) 
"International Law, Trade, Finance ad Development"
ISBN: 0-8270-4951-X
Publication Date: 2006
Number of pages: 626
Language: original language in which the courses were presented
Price: U$S 35 [Read more] [Buy]



� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP17509E04�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �DIL00163E09�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �DIL00164E06�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP19869E01�








