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DRAFT RESOLUTION

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON

THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE

(Approved by the CAJP at its meeting of May 16, 2008) 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (AG/doc……/08);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2265 (XXXVII-O/07), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee”; and

CONSIDERING:

That Article 53 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes the CJI as one of the organs of the Organization;

That Article 54.f of the OAS Charter provides that it is a function of the General Assembly to consider, inter alia, the observations and recommendations presented by the Permanent Council on the reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, in accordance with Article 91.f of the Charter; and

That on March 27, 2008, the CJI presented its annual report to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council, and that the Permanent Council has forwarded its observations and recommendations thereon to the General Assembly,

RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) and to forward them to the Juridical Committee.

2.
To thank the CJI for including in its annual report resolution CJI/RES. 137 (LXXI-O/07), “The Scope of the Right to Identity” and the opinion adopted on the subject, contained in document CJI/doc.276/07 rev.1, pursuant to the Permanent Council mandate of March 15, 2007; resolution CJI/RES. 125 (LXX-O/07), “Promotion of the International Criminal Court” and the report on the subject contained in document CJI/doc.256/07 rev. 1, pursuant to the General Assembly mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2716 (XXXVI-O/06); the updated, rev. 2 version, of document CJI/doc.25/00, “Right to Information: Access to and Protection of Information and Personal Data in Electronic Format,” pursuant to the aforementioned General Assembly resolution; and document CJI/doc.258/07, “Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the Preliminary Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance” as a contribution to the work of the Working Group looking into this topic.


3.
To thank the CJI for forwarding to the Permanent Council resolution CJI/RES. 139 (LXXII-O/08, “The Legal Status of Migrant Workers and Their Families under International Law,” together with the document entitled “Primer or Manual on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Their Families” (CJI/doc.292/08); resolution CJI/RES. 140 (LXXII-O/08), “Promotion of the International Criminal Court,” together with the “Report on Perspectives for a Model Law on State Cooperation with the International Criminal Court,” document CJI/doc.290/08 rev. 1, and the “Guide to General Principles and Agendas for Cooperation of States with the International Criminal Court,” CJI/doc.293/08 rev. 1; and the document entitled “Status of the Consumer Protection Negotiations at the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law,” document CJI/doc.288/08 rev. 1.

4.
To request the CJI to include in its next annual report a proposal regarding principles and basic indicators on access to public information, whose preparation will include member state participation and contributions.


5.
To request the CJI to continue preparing and to propose model legislation to support efforts undertaken to fulfill the obligations derived from humanitarian international law treaties, based on priority issues worked out with the member states and the International Committee of the Red Cross.  To that end, member states are urged to forward to the CJI, as soon as possible, a list of said priority issues, so that the CJI can comply with that mandate.


6.
To underscore once again the importance of holding the Course on International Law, organized each year in Rio de Janeiro by the CJI and the Department of International Law of the Organization of American States (OAS); to highlight the importance of increasing the amount of OAS scholarship awards for that course; to urge member states to consider the possibility of paying directly for the participation of students and professors from their own countries; and to recognize the work of the Department of International Law in publishing the lectures given during that course.

7.
To reaffirm the importance of the close ties maintained by the CJI with the political organs of the OAS, particularly the Permanent Council and its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs; and to recommend to the CJI that it continue to focus its efforts on the matters which the competent organs identify as being of priority interest to the Organization.

8.
To emphasize the need to provide increased administrative and budgetary support to the CJI, with a view to adequately addressing the current inter-American legal agenda and issuing the corresponding recommendations, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
9.
To request the Permanent Council Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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