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Excellency:
I have the honor to address Your Excellency with reference to document CP/doc.4258/08, on the draft resolution entitled “Support for Enhanced Inter-Regional Cooperation with the African Union (AU).”  On behalf of the Brazilian Government, I am pleased to present, for the consideration of the other member states, the following proposals for paragraphs to be added to that document:

7th preambular paragraph:  “Recognizing the progress in and importance of the deliberations and negotiations now under way at the OAS on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, and that it is essential to adopt that legal instrument to strengthen efforts to fight racial discrimination in the Americas;”

13th preambular paragraph:  “Recalling that the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in Chapter III (Democracy, Integral Development, and Combating Poverty), Articles 11 and 12, recognizes that democracy and social and economic development are interdependent, and that “poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that adversely affect the consolidation of democracy;”
2. I propose, in addition, the following wording for the operative paragraphs that follow:

2nd operative paragraph:   “To request the General Secretariat, in consultation with the African Union Commission, to develop a framework document guiding inter-organizational cooperation in areas of mutual interest, to include inter alia democracy promotion and cooperation for economic and social development, including measures to fight hunger and poverty and to promote social inclusion, for consideration by the Permanent Council.
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4th operative paragraph:  “To instruct the Permanent Council to convene a second special meeting on Western Hemisphere-Africa cooperation, with the participation of the African diplomatic corps and representatives of the African Union Commission, during the second half of 2008.


7th operative paragraph:  “To request the Secretary General to forward this resolution to the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, the Chairman of the Community of Democracies Convening Group, the Secretary General of CARICOM, and the United Nations Secretary-General.
3.
In relation to operative paragraph 7, I wish to clarify that we propose deletion of the reference to ‘’the Chairman of the Community of Democracies Convening Group” because that organization does not have the same political status as the others listed.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.



OSMAR CHOHFI


Ambassador


Permanent Representative of Brazil
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