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I.
INTRODUCTION

According to Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) is to consider, inter alia, the annual report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter and submit the report, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council for presentation to the General Assembly of the Organization.


The CAJP, chaired by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, met on April 3, 2008, to receive the presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the General Assembly, document CP/doc.4267/08.  In attendance were the President of the Court, Judge Cecilia Medina Quiroga; the Vice President, Judge Diego García Sayán; the Executive Secretary, Pablo Saavedra Alessandri; and the Assistant Secretary, Emilia Segares Rodríguez.

II. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEMBER STATES ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
During the meeting the representatives of the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela issued observations and recommendations on the report, which are summarized below. The delegations: 

· Congratulated the new President of the Court, Judge Cecilia Medina Quiroga, on her recent appointment, and congratulated as well the Court’s Vice President, Judge Diego García–Sayán.

· Expressed their pleasure at the Court’s dialogue with member states on strengthening the inter-American human rights system and recognized the Court’s ongoing effort to strengthen ties with the delegations and its positive attitude in bearing in mind the concerns they expressed.
· Expressed appreciation for the report, in particular the presentation of the study on monetary damages and the status of compliance with them, to which they attached the highest importance.
· Pointed to the efficiency, expeditiousness, and timeliness with which the Court had been working, despite the considerable increase in its assignments, reflected in the figures on the reduction of time involved in processing its cases and the number of judgments rendered.
· Emphasized that the considerable shortening of the time involved in processing cases represented an appreciable benefit to the victims.

· Issued congratulations on the new practice of holding private hearings on the monitoring of compliance with the Court’s judgments and emphasized the positive outcome achieved thereby.
· Stressed the importance of the Court’s sessions away from its headquarters, which have led to increased familiarity with the Court; and repeated their invitation to the Court to continue to hold such sessions periodically.

· Reaffirmed the need for a formal budget for the Court, through the OAS Regular Fund, and the need to keep on the agenda of the Permanent Council the urgent need to increase the budget to meet its financial and staffing requirements.  In that vein, they declared their support for the operations of the Oliver Jackman Capital Fund.
· Expressed their intent to continue to seek long-term solutions to the Court’s budgetary situation, so that the political priority of human rights would be reflected in the budget allocated; and emphasized that the member states needed a stronger jurisdictional and advisory body.
· Emphasized the usefulness and importance of the Court’s advisory function and of the friendly settlement mechanism; and encouraged increased use of those tools, which they called essential to the effective operation of the system.

· Applauded the Court’s persistence in promoting international human rights law and the jurisprudence of the Court in dealings with administrators of justice and other state officials. 
· Pointed in particular to the Court’s participation in organizing training courses on its functioning and procedures for government employees working in various human rights fields.

· Emphasized the conclusion of new cooperation agreements with various institutions of the American Hemisphere for joint activities to research, teach, publicize, and promote human rights.
· Underscored how the Court’s jurisprudence had considerably enriched international human rights law in the Americas.

· Welcomed the proposal to hold a seminar in 2009, with civil society, on progress in human rights in the region, which would also be an excellent opportunity to discuss best practices in this area, problems facing the system at present, and challenges to be faced in the future.
· Expressed appreciation for the presentation of the second issue of the journal “Discussion of Jurisprudence. International Human Rights Law, National Courts, Inter-American Court of Human Rights.”
· Recognized the importance of ensuring and safeguarding victims’ access to the inter-American human rights system.  In this vein they expressed concern for victims who have insufficient or no representation.
· Agreed, in view of this reality, to include in their discussions the role of the Commission in dealing with this problem, so that such persons might be given cost-free legal assistance and the means of presenting evidence, and consideration of the President’s suggestion that a victims’ assistance fund be established.
· Recommended continuing to discuss a redefined role for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, in terms of relieving the Commission, as an organ of the system, of its role as the opposing party to the state, leaving that role to the victim.
· Applauded the Court’s promotional activities, through cooperation mechanisms, technical assistance, and training, and its effort to promote and strengthen relations with the high courts of states parties to the American Convention, especially the supreme courts and constitutional courts.
· Mentioned the Court’s important contribution to the growing unification of the hemispheric legal system.
· Emphasized the importance of moving forward with the universal adoption of the inter-American human rights system as an expression of OAS member states’ commitment to human rights in the Hemisphere.  They added that it would be important to find a way for states with an Anglo-Saxon legal system to join the present human rights system.  They stressed how these states could enrich the system.
· Pointed to the clear trend, among states parties to the American Convention, toward drawing upon the Court’s jurisprudence as a source of law and incorporating its opinions into government policy and judicial affairs.

· Noted the effort to promote international human rights law and this Court’s jurisprudence with justice administrators and other state officials.
· Mentioned the importance of the Court’s jurisprudence as a source of doctrine within member states and as a tool for improving national human rights systems. 

· Recommended the implementation of specific measures so that national justice systems would take account of the Court’s jurisprudence and incorporate it into the legal systems of the member states.
· Mentioned the importance of examining ways to make the Court a permanent organ in which the President would be available full-time, handling the Court’s effective operations.
· Reaffirmed the importance of maintaining the Court’s autonomy, which has been maintained at all times and under all circumstances, thus ensuring its respectability and that of the overall inter-American human rights protection system. 

III.
PRESENTATION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE Inter-American Court of Human Rights, DOCTOR CECILIA MEDINA QUIROGA
summary OF THE ANNUAL REPORT of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights FOR the 2007 FISCAL YEAR,

PRESENTED TO THE Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs OF THE Organization of American States
(Washington, D. C., April 3, 2008)
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