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AGENDA OF THE SPECIAL MEETING

ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

[AG/RES. 2433 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

Date: December 5, 2008

Washington, D.C.

Simón Bolívar Room

General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2433 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law,” requires that the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, in coordination with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and with the assistance of the OAS Department of International Law, organize a special meeting on international humanitarian law (IHL).
AGENDA

(10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.)

1. IHL Progress Reports by Member States: As in previous years, the special meetings appear to be an excellent forum for reporting on the overall progress achieved during the year by the states in treaty participation and the adoption of national measures to implement them during 2008.

2.
Current Challenges in the Humanitarian Operations: Current challenges in the humanitarian operations of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Latin America and the Caribbean in addressing the humanitarian consequences of past and present armed conflicts and other situations of violence. Particular attention will be given to efforts to attend to the plight of victims, including persons deprived of their freedom, displaced civilians, missing people, and those separated from their relatives. The presentation will also include reflections on the right of initiative of the ICRC and its role as a neutral intermediary for humanitarian action. Presentation by an ICRC representative. Presentation by Geoff Loane, Head of the Regional Delegation for the United States and Canada, International Committee of the Red Cross, Washington, D.C.
3.
High-Level Dialogue – Topics from Resolution AG/RES. 2433 (XXXVIII-O/08): Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2433 (XXXVIII-O/08), this high-level dialogue segment will give the permanent representatives an opportunity to discuss and to express and share their views on the following topics: (a) the humanitarian consequences of cluster munitions; and (b) the participation of private sector security firms in armed conflicts.
a. Cluster munitions:  Cluster munitions have been a persistent problem for decades.  The wide area effects of these weapons and the large numbers of submunitions that fail to explode as intended have caused large numbers of civilian casualties. The member states must therefore address this subject and engage in a discussion that could include the following points: (1) the definition of cluster munitions and why they are a matter of concern for humankind; (2) regulation of cluster bombs under IHL and, in particular, the obligations of states in this regard; (3) victims of cluster bombs and recent cases of concern to humankind; and (4) actions taken by various governments in the formulation of international instruments on the matter (the Oslo Process and the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons). Introduction by Romaric Ferraro, Legal Advisor, Regional Delegation for Mexico, Central America and the Spanish-Speaking Caribbean, International Committee of the Red Cross, Mexico City.
b. Private-sector or military-service security firms:  During the past 15 years, tasks traditionally performed by armies and public security forces have been contracted to private-sector or military-service security firms.  Given the increase in the number of new players conducting activities that are increasingly close to military operations in armed conflicts, which frequently places them in direct contact with individuals protected under IHL, it is natural for states to engage in a discussion of the responsibilities associated with the operations of these firms.  This discussion can include such topics as: (1) the definition of the private-sector or military-service security firm and an explanation of the type of work such a firm is able to carry out; (2) the responsibility of private contractors for their actions under IHL and an analysis of whether they are mercenaries, combatants, or civilians: (3) the responsibility of states that contract them; (4) their responsibility under criminal law, human rights standards, and the military code, among other legal systems; and (5) Switzerland’s initiative to regulate their operations and other attempts at regulation. Introduction by Andrea Bosshard Kononov, First Secretary, Legal and Political Affairs, Embassy of Switzerland, Washington, D.C. 
4.
Advances in the Implementation of IHL in the Americas: OAS member states have demonstrated a strong commitment to international humanitarian law by adopting the different treaties encompassing IHL. Also, the states of the Americas have made a substantial effort to implement the obligations provided for in the treaties they have signed. However, a closer look into the national implementation of treaties reveals that there still is a significant gap between international requirements and their implementation. This session would address this gap. Presentation by Romaric Ferraro, Legal Advisor, Regional Delegation for Mexico, Central America, and the Spanish-Speaking Caribbean, International Committee of the Red Cross, Mexico City.
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