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I. BACKGROUND

The Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law (hereinafter “the Program”) was adopted by the General Assembly, in session in Lima, Peru, in 1997, by way of resolution AG/RES. 1471 (XXVII-O/97). The resolution describes the various ongoing and permanent areas of endeavor, activities, and aims of the Organization in connection with ensuring the development, promotion, and effective application of international law developed within the inter-American system (see Annex I).

The Program stems from the Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law [AG/DEC. 12 (XXVI-O/96)], adopted by the General Assembly, in session in Panama, in June 1996 (see Annex II).  Since 1997, successive General Assembly resolutions have implemented the Program, focusing on its priority areas.  

In June 2008, the General Assembly, in session in Panama, by way of resolution AG/RES. 2405 (XXXVIII-O/08), reiterated the importance of the Program and requested the General Secretariat, through the Department of International Law, to continue executing the measures listed in that Program, which include courses, seminars, and workshops to promote better understanding of international law, with emphasis on the inter-American system and on spreading awareness of its activities and its law through publications and its web page.

II. ACTIVITIES


The following activities were carried out by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs in 2008 under resolutions AG/RES. 2264 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2405 (XXXVIII-O/08) and under the aforementioned Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law.
A. Courses and workshops
1.
35th Course on International Law, organized by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and the Inter-American Juridical Committee


The Inter-American Juridical Committee and the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS held the 35th Course on International Law from August 4 to 29, 2008.  It involved 30 professors from various countries of the Americas, Europe, and Africa, 22 OAS scholarship recipients chosen from among over 70 candidates, and six students who covered their own costs.  The main topic of the 35th course was “New Developments in International Law in the Americas.”  The course program is provided in Annex III.


2.
Workshops on International Law 


The Workshops on International Law were held in Campo Grande, Matto Grosso du Sul, Brazil, from November 17 to 20, 2008.  This event was organized by the Department of International Law, with support from the Tribunal de Justiça de Mato Grosso do Sul and the Universidade para o Desenvolvimento do Estado e da Região do Pantanal – UNIDERP.  Presenters included 24 professors of international law, 11 of whom were Brazilian nationals.  The program of the workshops held in Brazil is provided in Annex IV.


3.
Refresher courses on international law


a.
Second and Third Courses on International Humanitarian Law


Both courses were organized by the Department of International Law and the International Committee of the Red Cross at OAS headquarters.  Each was attended by approximately 70 people, including staff of the permanent missions of the OAS member states, General Secretariat staff, and university students.


The Second Course on International Humanitarian Law took place on January 24, 2008.  The course program is provided in Annex V.  The presentations are posted on our web page at:

http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/derecho_internacional_humanitario_2do_course_2008_presentaciones.htm

The Third Course on International Humanitarian Law was held on December 4, 2008.  The course program is provided in Annex VI.  The presentations are posted on our web page at:

http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/dih_3_course_2008_presentaciones.htm

The Spanish and English versions of the Introductory Course held in January 2007 are provided free of charge at the following web address: 

http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/publicaciones_course_introductorio_derecho_int_humanitario_2007_portadaampliada.htm
b.
Course on the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and Their Families

The Course on the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and Their Families, was held on March 6, 2008, in accordance with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2264 (XXXVII-O/07), on the Inter-American Program on the Development of International Law, and AG/RES. 2289 (XXXVII-O/07), on the Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families.  This activity also fell within the purview of our department’s ongoing initiatives to promote international and inter-American law.  The course program is provided in Annex VII.  Complete information on this course may be found at the following link:

http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/derechos_humanos_de_los_migrantes_courses.htm
c.
Protection of refugees

The first course on international refugee law is planned for February 2009, under resolution AG/RES. 2402 (XXXVIII-O/08).  A report on this activity, therefore, will be presented next year.

B. Juridical publications

In this reporting period, the Department of International Law edited, published, and distributed the following volumes:

· The 34th Course on International Law, held in 2007, the main topic of which was “Legal Aspects of Regional Development,” contains 20 texts in their original languages.

· Workshops on International Law, held in Managua, Nicaragua, from November 19 to 23, 2007.  Contains presentations by 19 professors on the following topics: free trade agreements, dispute settlement mechanisms, community and integration law, international humanitarian law, promotion of the inter-American system, and teaching methods.

· Charter of the Organization of American States.  The Department of International Law published a pocket version of the OAS Charter in French and Portuguese. 

· American Treaty on Pacific Settlement (Pact of Bogotá).  The Department of International Law, with support from the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions, published a pocket version of the Pact of Bogotá in Spanish and English.

As in prior years, the publications of the 35th Course on International Law, held in August 2008, and of the Workshops on International Law, held in Campo Grande, Brazil, in November 2008, will be published in 2009.

C. Publication of information on inter-American instruments


In 2008, the Department of International Law processed the deposit of 12 instruments of ratification and accession and 15 notices of states of emergency.  It received 20 notices of designation of central authorities.


Concerning the Dominican Republic/Central America/United States Free Trade Agreement, the Republic of Costa Rica reported that it had completed formalities for the entry into force of that instrument as of January 1, 2009.


In addition, certificates were prepared, and updated information provided, on those treaties for which the Organization of American States serves as official depository.


As for bilateral agreements, the department recorded 331 cooperation agreements concluded by the General Secretariat, which will be scanned and posted on the department’s web page in PDF format.

D. Information on the internet
The Department of International Law has continued to publish information on the General Assembly mandates on topics for which the Department serves as Technical Secretariat, such as discrimination and intolerance, persons with disabilities, refugees and displaced persons, international humanitarian law, terrorism, indigenous peoples, and the International Criminal Court.

Details are given on background, mandates, and activities carried out with respect to each topic, both in English and in Spanish.

The information can be found on our web page:
http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/departamento_derecho_internacional.htm.

E. Online Bookstore (online sale of publications)

Our publications catalog contains 26 titles.  Annex VIII shows the most recent publications of the online bookstore.  The information is available at our web page:  http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/publicaciones.htm.
F. Promotion of the study of inter-American law

Staff members of the Department of International Law have continued to give lectures both at headquarters and on official missions to OAS member states.  Their presentations deal with the inter-American system and with major topics on the legal agenda of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs in particular and the Organization in general.
Activities in 2008 included: 

· Special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on access to public information, Washington, D.C., December 2008.

Meeting organized by the Department of International Law and the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS.

Lecture topic:  The drafting of a new regional instrument on access to public information in the Americas
· Third Course on International Humanitarian Law, Washington, D.C., December 2008.

Course organized by the OAS Department of International Law and the International Committee of the Red Cross, under the auspices of the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. 

Lecture topic: International humanitarian law in the inter-American system
· Training Workshop for Promoters of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Buenos Aires, Argentina, December 2008.

Organized by UBA, COPINE, and CONADIS.

Lecture topic: Inter-American and international instruments on the rights of persons with disabilities: How to make them effective tools for action
· Conference for the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, Buenos Aires, Argentina, December 2008.

Organized by the National Advisory Commission for the Integration of Persons with Disabilities of Argentina.

Lecture topic: Inter-American and international instruments on the rights of persons with disabilities: How to make them effective tools for action
· Workshop: International Standards and the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  The Challenges for the State of Chile, Santiago, Chile, November 2008.

Organized by the National Fund for the Disabled of Chile.

Lecture topic: Inter-American standards on persons with disabilities: Toward an integrated system

· International Symposium, Globalized Business and Law, Kyoto, Japan, November 2008.

Meeting organized by the National Bar Association of Japan and the Trade and Industry Association.

Lecture topic: International Financial Transactions in the Americas: Reforming the Financing System via the Model Inter-American Law on Secured Transactions
· Workshops on International Law, Campo Grande, Brazil, November 17 to 20, 2008.

Organized by the Department of International Law with support from the Tribunal de Justiça de Mato Grosso do Sul and the Universidade para o Desenvolvimento do Estado e da Região do Pantanal – UNIDERP.

Lecture topic: Promotion of the inter-American system of international law. Advances in the progressive development of inter-American law: Discrimination and intolerance

· Second Subregional Meeting of National Commissions on International Humanitarian Law of the Andean Region, Quito, Ecuador, November 2008.

Organized by the National Commission for the Application of International Humanitarian Law of Ecuador, the International Committee of the Red Cross, and the Ecuadorian Red Cross.

Lecture topic: The Organization of American States and International Humanitarian Law
· Meeting on the Status of Private International Law Worldwide, Washington, D.C., October 2008.

Meeting organized by the Department of State of the United States of America.

Lecture topics: (1) Private International Law in the Americas” (2) Proposals of the OAS member states for CIDIP-VII
· Ibero-American Seminar 2008: Specialized Judicial Training Course–Civil and Family Cooperation, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, October 2008.

Course organized by the General Council of the Judiciary, Judiciary School, Government of Spain.

Lecture topics: (1) The present status of international cooperation in Ibero-America: The inter-American context and the connection with Europe. Proposals for improving coordination and cooperation among networks. (2) Technological and institutional aspects of jurisdictional cooperation in the knowledge society: Indicators and bases of knowledge. (3) Future perspectives of judicial cooperation in Ibero-America

· Workshop Increasing the Participation and Presence of Afrodescendants at the OAS and in the Summits of the Americas Process, Washington, D.C., September 17, 2008.
Event organized by Global Rights Partners for Justice.
Lecture topic: The Department of International Law and the Draft Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
· 35th Course on International Law, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, August 2008. 

Organized by the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the OAS Department of International Law.

Lecture topic: The Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: The negotiation process and substantive issues

· Regional Parliamentary Seminar: International Security and Justice: The role of the International Criminal Court, Paramaribo, Suriname, June 2008.

Organized by Parliamentarians for Global Action and the National Assembly of the Republic of Suriname

· Fourth Meeting of the Regional Alliance for Freedom of Expression and Access to Information, Medellín, Colombia, June 2008.

Organized by the Trust for the Americas, the Canadian International Development Agency, and the Open Society Institute.

Lecture topic:  Treatment of the topic of access to public information in the OAS framework: Recommendations and future strategies
· Informational meeting on access to public information, Washington, D.C., April 2008.  Meeting organized by the OAS Department of International Law and the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS.

Lecture topic: Recommendations to the OAS member states on access to public information
· Course on the Human Rights of Migrants, Washington, D.C., March 2008.
Course organized by the OAS Department of International Law, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the International Labour Organization (ILO), under the purview of the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

Lecture topic:  The role of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, within the present legal framework.
· Course “History and Development of the Inter-American System,” Montreal, Canada, March 2008.

Organized by the Faculty of Law of McGill University.

Lecture topic: Recognition of cultural identity in the jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

· Second Course on International Humanitarian Law of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, Washington, D.C., January 2008.

Organized by the OAS Department of International Law and the International Committee of the Red Cross.

Lecture topic:  International humanitarian law in the inter-American system
· Meeting of Experts on Juridical Perspectives with respect to the Implementation of the Right to Development, Geneva, Switzerland, January 2008.

Organized by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung and the Program on Human Rights in Development of the Harvard School of Public Health.

Lecture topic:  Experience with regional treaties containing explicit references to the right to development: Article 17 and Chapter VII of the Amended OAS Charter and other relevant experiences of the institutions of the inter-American system
· Conferences organized by the Department of External Affairs, Washington, D.C., on the topic of juridical developments in the area of international law within the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.
ANNEX I

AG/RES. 1471 (XXVII-O/97)

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE DEVELOPMENT

OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

(Resolution adopted at the seventh plenary session,

held on June 5, 1997)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


The Charter of the Organization of American States, Article 3 of which declares that “international law is the standard of conduct of States in their reciprocal relations”;


The Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law [AG/DEC. 12 (XXVI-O/96)], in which the General Assembly declares “its renewed and most staunch commitment to continue promoting the progressive development and codification of inter-American international law in the framework of the Organization of American States as a suitable way to strengthen relations of peace and solidarity among the states of the Americas, with full respect for their sovereignty and the principle of nonintervention,” as well as “its interest in promoting the broadest possible awareness of the inter-American legal system,” and its decision “that the Permanent Council, through its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, promote procedures for more effective cooperation and coordination among the various bodies of the Organization on legal matters”;


The working document entitled “The Law in a New Inter-American Order,” presented by the Secretary General and considered both by the Permanent Council and by the Inter-American Juridical Committee; and


The document "Legal Cooperation:  A Tool for Enhancing the Inter-American Legal System," presented by the Secretary General to the Permanent Council at its meeting on April 30, 1997;


BEARING IN MIND the work in which the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States has been engaged in this area; and

CONSIDERING:


That the Permanent Council, at its meeting on July 11, 1996, transmitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for study the Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law;


That the multilateral treaties adopted within the framework of the Organization of American States constitute a valuable legal heritage that must be preserved and given wide dissemination;


That dissemination of this subject matter among the political bodies of the OAS facilitates the study, discussion, negotiation, and development of new legal instruments within the framework of the inter-American system;


That it is important to disseminate legal studies of the inter-American system; and


That cooperation to promote the development, dissemination, and teaching of international law in the inter-American context is an indispensable undertaking,

RESOLVES:


1.
To adopt the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law:



INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE DEVELOPMENT



OF INTERNATIONAL LAW


The member states of the Organization of American States, within the framework of the purposes and principles set forth in the Charter of the Organization and bearing in mind the Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law [AG/DEC. 12 (XXVI-O/96)], have decided to adopt the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law, implementation of which requires the following actions:

Treaties in the Inter-American Context

a.
To encourage the development of an Inter-American System of Legal Information, which will be accessible via the Internet and provide ready access to the complete texts of inter-American treaties of which the OAS is the depository and data on the current status of signatures, ratifications and/or accessions, reservations, objections, declarations, and the date of their entry into force, and to background information and preparatory documentation thereon, as well as to similar information on cooperation agreements concluded by the OAS and on inter-American treaties of which the General Secretariat is not the depository.


b.
To instruct the General Secretariat to coordinate, through the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, the work under way in other areas of the General Secretariat, in other bodies of the Organization, and in the various agencies and entities of the inter-American system, with a view to strengthening the Inter-American System of Legal Information, in consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council.

Legal Development within the Organs of the OAS

c.
To systematize the resolutions and declarations of the different organs of the OAS and the action plans and other studies and documents approved within the framework of the Organization with a view to facilitating the study, discussion, negotiation, and development of new agreements within the framework of the inter-American system.


d.
To request the General Secretariat to ensure close coordination among the various areas and offices and other bodies of the OAS so as to move forward with the activities described in the preceding paragraph.

Teaching of Inter-American International Law

e.
To strengthen the Course on International Law conducted each year in Rio de Janeiro by the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the Secretariat for Legal Affairs by including sessions on the latest developments in international law and the major political agreements relating to the new hemispheric agenda.


f.
To organize, in cooperation with institutions in the various member states, courses at the subregional and national levels on the various aspects of inter-American law, in particular, on the latest legal developments within the Organization, so as to provide the opportunity to diplomatic agents, teachers of international law, academics, judges, members of the armed forces, and other senior public and institutional officials to be aware of legal and political developments within the OAS and to discuss them.


g.
To provide its staunchest support to the activities described in the preceding paragraph, in particular by encouraging the participation of senior OAS officials and international jurists and specialists and by offering scholarships and/or apprenticeships in legal practice and research to outstanding participants.


h.
To hold meetings of professors of public and private international law from the member states to share ideas and proposals for action.  At these meetings, consideration could be given to preparing a handbook or other teaching materials, organizing workshops or refresher courses, and developing future links with appropriate academic institutions with a view to achieving the systematic incorporation of inter-American law into the curricula of the various faculties of law.


i.
To hold periodic Workshops on International Law with the participation of high-level jurists and specialists in international law and of legal advisers from the foreign ministries of member states in order to further the study and development of legal issues in the inter-American system.


j.
To take into account the need to include topics and representatives from the various legal systems in the Hemisphere in all the activities mentioned above.

Publications

k.
To encourage the publication of such texts as the amended Charter of the OAS and inter-American treaties adopted during the past decade.


l.
To promote regular publication of the Inter-American Juridical Bulletin so as to cover the major activities of the OAS in the legal area, including, in particular, information on new treaties adopted within the inter-American system, and the corresponding signatures, ratifications and/or accessions, reservations, and declarations, inter alia. 


m.
To resume the publication of the Inter-American Juridical Yearbook in order to reintroduce a forum for the dissemination of expert doctrine on various aspects and topics relating to current inter-American law and new developments in the framework of the new hemispheric agenda.


n.
To prepare a systematic and updated work on the institutional framework and legal aspects of the inter-American system to mark the 50th anniversary of the OAS. 

Cooperation in the Development, Dissemination, and Teaching of International Law in the Hemisphere

o.
To promote agreements with various entities for the teaching and dissemination of inter-American law, including universities, institutes of international studies, and diplomatic academies, to encourage greater awareness of the legal heritage of the inter-American system and of the latest political developments within the framework of the Organization.


p.
To promote cooperation with international organizations such as the United Nations, in particular the Sixth Committee of its General Assembly and the International Law Commission, as well as The Hague Academy of International Law, and The Hague Conference on Private International Law, as a means of further publicizing inter-American international law.


q.
To promote the conclusion of cooperation agreements with various international financial agencies such as the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank, and with foundations and other public and private entities that are in a position to provide financial assistance for the dissemination, development, and teaching of international law.


2.
To instruct the Permanent Council to monitor this Program of Action, which will be carried out within allocated resources approved in the program-budget and other resources, and to request it to submit a report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth regular session.

ANNEX II
AG/DEC. 12 (XXVI-O/96)

DECLARATION OF PANAMA ON THE INTER-AMERICAN CONTRIBUTION

TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND CODIFICATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

(Adopted at the sixth plenary session,

held on June 5, 1996)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:


That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that international law is the standard of conduct of states in their reciprocal relations;


That international order consists essentially of respect for the personality, sovereignty, and independence of states, and the faithful fulfillment of obligations derived from treaties and other sources of international law;


That the Organization of American States is the principal and irreplaceable forum in which states, on an equal footing, adopt legal provisions in both public and private international law to govern their relations at the hemispheric level;


That this has allowed the development of a rich regional legal heritage, which has been a valuable contribution by the Organization of American States to the consolidation of a peaceful, just, and equitable international order;


That full respect for the rule of law, nationally and internationally, is vital to the exercise of representative democracy, which is an essential purpose of the Inter-American system, and in this sense additional legal instruments should be developed to further strengthen democracy in the Hemisphere;


That the contribution of the inter-American legal system to the establishment of important principles of general international law has been recognized by the world community, notably the development of inter-American rules concerning human rights protection, the application of the principle of nonintervention, the establishment of procedures for peaceful settlement of disputes, the development of principles concerning the right to asylum and of rules on the law of the sea, the strengthening of judicial cooperation, the development and codification of private international law, and the creation of institutions to finance and promote economic and social development;


That, more recently, there have been noteworthy legal contributions concerning hemispheric solidarity and inter-American cooperation for the protection of minors, the prevention of violence against women, efforts against corruption, the war on terrorism, and the waging of a common battle against drugs; 


That the formulation and development of inter-American international law in the framework of the Organization encourages cooperation and mutual understanding among different national legal systems as well as between the civil and common law systems represented in the Hemisphere;


That inter-American legal development is a priority undertaking that should be intensified in light of the decision by the heads of state and government meeting in Miami in 1994 in support of peace, democracy, development, economic integration, and social justice; 


That this will require a search for innovative legal solutions to meet the new challenges and demands arising from the commonality of interests, the increasing circulation of people, increased trade, the existence of common threats to our societies, concerns relating to indigenous populations, and the environment;


That the Secretary General of the Organization of American States has presented an important document entitled "The Law in a New Inter-American Order," which assesses the inter-American system's contribution to the governance of international relations, analyzes legal issues in our region, and recommends steps to achieve greater efficiency in the legal area, and which the Permanent Council of the Organization and the Inter-American Juridical Committee have received with interest;


That we are living in the United Nations Decade of International Law (1990-1999), an era in which the need for the progressive development and codification of international law has been underscored; and


That it is necessary for the member states to reaffirm their full support for the progressive development and codification of international law, for dissemination of information thereon in the framework of the Organization of American States, and for measures allowing greater inter-American legal cooperation, 

DECLARES:


1.
Its renewed and most staunch commitment to continue promoting the progressive development and codification of inter-American international law in the framework of the Organization of American States as a suitable way to strengthen relations of peace and solidarity among the states of the Americas, with full respect for their sovereignty and the principle of nonintervention.


2.
Its firm belief that the inter-American legal heritage should be preserved and enriched on the basis of the Charter of the Organization of American States and in light of new challenges and goals in our region, so that it will reflect the ongoing cooperation between the two legal systems operating in the Hemisphere.


3.
Its profound conviction that international law is the standard of conduct for states in their reciprocal relations, and that the Organization of American States is the forum best suited for the development, negotiation, and adoption of inter-American legal norms.


4.
Its recognition of the work undertaken by the various bodies of the Organization on the proposal and preparation of inter-American legal provisions, emphasizing the need for ongoing cooperation and coordination among the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, and the General Secretariat.


5.
Its appreciation to the Secretary General for presenting the document "The Law in a New Inter-American Order," which should be studied by the competent bodies of the Organization. 


6.
Its resolve to support initiatives aimed at legally reinforcing the institutions of the member states and their cooperative efforts in their struggle against the various scourges afflicting our peoples. 


7.
Its conviction that, with a view to the growing integration of our countries, it is necessary to intensify the development of private international law and the harmonization of national laws so that they will not hinder the free movement of persons and goods but facilitate regional trade.


8.
Its commitment to the legal development of the purposes and principles set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States.


9.
Its determination to move forward with the adoption of legal instruments to promote inter-American cooperation in preserving and protecting the environment. 


10.
Its certainty that the challenges of today require not only the development of international law through international treaties but also the adaptation by each state of national law to international agreements in force.


11.
Its conviction that ties of coordination and cooperation between the Organization of American States and other international organizations, the United Nations in particular, must be strengthened in the area of the progressive development and codification of international law.


12.
Its intent that the Organization of American States, through courses, seminars, studies, and publications on international law and judicial cooperation, continue to perform an important task in providing training and information jurists, diplomats, scholars, and officials across the region.


13.
Its interest in promoting the broadest possible awareness of the inter-American legal system and, to that end, in studying innovative and cost-effective ways of disseminating this information so that the system will be fully understood and effectively applied in national legal systems.


14.
Its approval of the reorganization of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat, which is being assigned responsibility for all General Secretariat activities related to the progressive development and codification of international law, its dissemination, and legal and judicial cooperation among the states.


15.
Its decision to request the Inter-American Juridical Committee to review its work approach and its agenda with a view to playing a more active role in the legal issues entrusted to it by the Organization, with access to the resources it needs to carry out its responsibilities.


16.
Its decision that the Permanent Council, through its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, promote procedures for more effective cooperation and coordination among the various bodies of the Organization on legal matters. 


17.
That this declaration shall be called the "Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law."

ANNEX III

Thirty-Fifth Course on International Law

Rio de Janeiro, August 4 to 29, 2008

“New Developments in International Law in the Americas”

Week One 
Monday 4

10:00 – 12:00

Inauguration

Jean-Paul Hubert, Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee 

Jean-Michel Arrighi, OAS Secretary for Legal Affairs

Tuesday 5

9:00 – 10:50

Ricardo Seitenfus



Member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

“New legal challenges in the Americas: Migration and Development”

11:10 – 1:00 
Jean-Michel Arrighi

OAS Secretary for Legal Affairs

“Introduction to the Inter-American Legal System”

2:30 – 4:30

G. Bastid-Burdeau

Professor of International Law, Université Paris I, Panthéon-Sorbonne, France
“Current Issues regarding the Continental Shelf I”
4:30 - 5:30

João Carlos Brandes Garcia

President of the Court of Justice of the State of Mato Grosso do Sul

Tercio Waldir de Albuquerque 

Professor of Public and Private International Law, Universidade para o desenvolvimento do Estado e da região do Pantanal – Campo Grande- MS, Brazil 

“Access to Justice in Mato Grosso do Sul”
Wednesday 6

9:00 – 10:50

G. Bastid-Burdeau



“Current Issues regarding the Continental Shelf II”
11:10 – 1:00

Yusuf Abdulqawi 

Director of UNESCO’s Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs
“Evolution of the Notion of Cultural Heritage in International Law I” 

2:30 – 4:30

AA Cancado Trindade

Professor of International Law, University of Brasilia and

of the Instituto Rio Branco, Brazil

“New Developments with respect to the Broadening of International jus cogens”

Thursday 7

9:00 – 10:50
Luis Herrera Marcano
Former member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

“Arbitration between States and Foreign Investors I”

11:10 – 1:00
Yusuf Abdulqawi
“Evolution of the Notion of Cultural Heritage in International Law II” 

2:30 – 4:30

G. Bastid-Burdeau

“Current Issues regarding the Continental Shelf III”
Friday 8

9:00 – 10:50
Luis Herrera Marcano
“Arbitration between States and Foreign Investors II”

11:10 – 1:00
 
Yusuf Abdulqawi 

“Evolution of the Notion of Cultural Heritage in International Law III” 

2:30 – 4:30

Mauricio Herdocia Sacasa



Member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

“The Contribution of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to New Developments in International Law in the Americas”

Week Two 
Monday 11

9:00 – 10:50

Freddy Castillo




Member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee




“Cultural Diversity”

11:10 – 1:00
Luis Toro Utillano
Senior Legal Advisor, OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs

“The Impact of the UN Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples:  The Negotiation Process”

2:30 – 4:30

Stephen Vasciannie
Former member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.  Member of the United National International Law Commission

“Caribbean Death Penalty, Issues Revisited”

Tuesday 12

9:00 – 10:50

Nuria González
Researcher, Legal Research Institute, Universidad Nacional Autónoma, Mexico
“Family Law in a Globalized World: With Special Reference to International Adoption I”

11:10 – 1:00

Stephen Vasciannie
“Caribbean Libel Law and the Inter-American System: The Dudley Stokes Case”

2:30 – 4:30
Stephen Vasciannie

“Elements of Treaty Interpretation in International Law”

Wednesday 13

9:00 – 10:50

Nuria González
 “Family Law in a Globalized World: With Special Reference to International Adoption II”

11:10 – 1:00
Luis Toro Utillano

“The Impact of the UN Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples:  Substantive Aspects”

2:30 – 4:30

Ignacio Goicoechea
Legal Liaison Officer for Latin America, The Hague Conference on Private International Law

“The Hague Conference I (Objectives, Modus Operandi, Agreements and Services)”

Thursday 14

9:00 – 10:50

Nuria González
“Family Law in a Globalized World: With Special Reference to International Adoption III”

11:10 – 1:00

Adriana Dreyzin
Professor of Private International Law, Universidad Nacional, Córdoba Argentina

“MERCOSUR: Reality and Outlook I”

2:30 – 4:30
Ignacio Goicoechea
“The Hague Conference II (Objectives, Modus Operandi, Agreements and Services)”

Friday, 15

9:00 – 10:50
Ignacio Goicoechea
“The Hague Conference III (Objectives, Modus Operandi, Agreements and Services)”

11:10 – 1:00

Adriana Dreyzin 

“MERCOSUR: Reality and Outlook II”

2:30 – 4:30

Elizabeth Villalta




Member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

“New Developments in the Central American Integration Process”
Week Three 
Monday 18

Free day
Tuesday 19

9:00 – 10:50

Thierry Bourgoignie

Professor, Director of the Department of Legal Sciences at the University of Québec in Montreal, Canada. Director of the Research Group on International and Comparative Consumer Law (RGICCL)

“Regional and International Consumer Law I”
11:10 – 1:00
Thierry Bourgoignie

“Regional and International Consumer Law II”

2:30 – 4:30
Marcelo G. Kohen 
Professor of International Law, Graduate Institute of International Studies and Development, Geneva (Switzerland).  Associate member of the Institut de droit international.  Director General of the Latin American Society of International Law

“Uti possidetis as a criterion for the determination of borders in Latin America I”
Wednesday 20

9:00 – 10:50
Juan Carlos Murillo

Regional Legal Advisor. UNHCR

"International Protection of Refugees in the Americas: New Developments”

11:10 – 1:00
Marcelo G. Kohen 
“Uti possidetis as a criterion for the determination of borders in Latin America II”
2:30 – 4:30

Hector Gros Espiell
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay.  President of the Latin American Society for International Law

“The Development and Broader Thematic Scope of International Law I”
Thursday 21

9:00 – 10:50

Juan Carlos Murillo
“Strengthening the International Protection of Refugees through the Inter-American Human Rights System”
11:10 – 1:00

Pablo Saavedra




Secretary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

“Developments in the Jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights  I”

2:30 – 4:30

Hector Gros Espiell
“The Development and Broader Thematic Scope of International Law II”
Friday, 22

9:00 – 10:50

Juan Carlos Murillo 
“The definition of ‘refugee’ in the United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 1951”

11:10 – 1:00

Claudia Lima Marquez
Professor of International Law, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul.
“Weaker Party Protection in Private International Law and Consumer Protection Efforts of CIDIP VII”
2:30 – 4:30

Pablo Saavedra
“Developments in the Jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights II” 
Week Four 
Monday 25

9:00 – 10:50

Dario Soto
Deputy Director of the OAS Trust for the Americas

“The Right of Access to Information: Fundamental Notions and Recent Development in the Inter-American System I”

11:10 – 1:00

Ignacio Ibañez
Specialist/Manager of the Counter-Terrorism and Terrorist Financing Legislative Assistance project
Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

“The International Legal Framework for Combating Terrorism. Universal and Inter-American Instruments I”
2:30 – 4:30
Anton Camen
International Committee of the Red Cross Legal Adviser for Latin America and the Caribbean

“Customary International Humanitarian Law”
Tuesday 26

9:00 – 10:50

Dario Soto
“The Right of Access to Information: Fundamental Notions and Recent Development in the Inter-American System II”

11:10 – 1:00

Ignacio Ibáñez
“The International Legal Framework for Combating Terrorism. Universal and Inter-American Instruments II”

2:30 – 4:30
Gabriel Valladares
International Committee of the Red Cross Legal Adviser for the Southern Cone

“Elements of International Humanitarian Law”

Wednesday, 27

9:00 – 10:50 

María del Luján Flores
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS


“Reflections on Challenges for International Law I”

11:10 – 1:00

Alonso Chaverri

Attorney, Corporate Legal Affairs Division, Legal Department, IDB
“The Responsibility of International Organizations and the Organization’s Rules: Problems arising out of the Work of the International Law Commission I”
2:30 – 4:30

Juan José Ruda
Director of the International Studies Institute (IDEI) of the Catholic University, Peru

“Reflections on International Subjectivity, Religious Activists, and a Recent Interesting Case such as Kosovo I”

Thursday 28

9:00 – 10:50

María del Lujan Flores
“Reflections on Challenges for International Law II”

11:10 – 1:00

Alonso Chaverri
“The Responsibility of International Organizations and the Organization’s Rules: Problems arising out of the Work of the International Law Commission II”

2:30 – 4:30

Juan José Ruda
“Reflections on International Subjectivity, Religious Activists, and a Recent Interesting Case such as Kosovo II”

Friday, 29

10:00
Closing session and handing out of certificates
ANNEX IV

JORNADAS DE DERECHO INTERNACIONAL

ORGANIZACIÓN DE  LOS ESTADOS AMERICANOS

TRIBUNAL DE JUSTIÇA DO ESTADO DE MATO GROSSO DO SUL

UNIVERSIDADE PARA O DESENVOLVIMENTO DO ESTADO E DA REGIÃO
 DO PANTANAL – UNIDERP

programa

campo grande, brasil

17 al  20  de noviembre 2008

Lunes  17 de noviembre de 2008

08:30

Llegada de los participantes. Registro

09:00

Ceremonia Inaugural 

Palabras de Bienvenida:

-  
João Carlos Brandes Garcia, Presidente do Tribunal de Justiça do Estado de Mato Grosso do Sul.

-
Edna Regina Batista Nunes da Cunha, Defensora General del Estado
-
Profesor Tércio de Albuquerque, Coordinador de las Jornadas de Derecho Internacional por parte de la UNIDERP
-  
Jean-Michel Arrighi, Secretario de Asuntos Jurídicos, OEA

-
Ivo Arcângelo Vendrúsculo Busato, Vice-Rector de Extensión de la  UNIDERP
10:00 

Presentación de la Defensora General del Estado

Dra Edna Regina Batista Nunes da Cunha 

10:30 

Derecho Internacional Privado
3 presentaciones 

· David Stewart (Georgetown University, EEUU)

· Ruy Celso Florence, Lei Maria da Penha, (TJMS, Brasil)

· Isabelle Dias, Desabrigados ambientais, (UNIDERP, Brasil)

 (20 minutos cada presentación: importancia del tema, evolución y necesidad de incorporarlo en la Currícula)

11:30

Pausa café

11:40 

DEBATE

13:00 

Almuerzo 

15:00
Conferencias panel I: Los derechos de los pueblos indígenas
3 exponentes:

· Luis Enrique Chávez Basagoitia (Perú/ONU) 

· Luis Toro Utillano (OEA) 

· Andréia Flores, Situação Jurídica Dos Povos Indígenas (UNIDERP, Brasil)



(20 minutos por presentación y 60 minutos para debate)

17:00

Conclusión

Martes 18 de noviembre de 2008

08:30

Llegada de los participantes

09:00

Derecho Internacional Público


3 presentaciones

· Orlando Mejía Herrera, El sistema de la integración centroamericana (SICA), Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Nicaragua-León.

· Ivan Martinez (University of West Indies, Jamaica)

· Adherbal Meira Matos, Os Grupos Internacionais e a Nova Ordem Mundial: Cooperação, integração e globalização (Universidade Federal de Pará, Brasil)

 (20 minutos cada presentación: importancia del tema, evolución y necesidad de incorporarlo en la currícula)

10:20

Pausa café

10:40

Debate

12: 00

Almuerzo

14:30
Conferencias panel II: Desarrollos recientes en Derecho Internacional Público
3 exponentes: 
· Andre Lipp Pinto Basto Lupi, "Execução das decisões da comissão e da corte interamericana que afetam processos judiciais em curso nos Estados -Partes" (UNIVALI ,Brasil)

· Ana Asunción Ampuero Miranda (Universidad Católica, Perú)

· Wagner Menezes (Universidad de Curitiba, Brasil)



(20 minutos por presentación y 60 minutos para debate)

16:30

Conclusión

Miércoles 19 de noviembre de 2008

08:30

Llegada de los participantes

09:00

Sistema interamericano
3 presentaciones 

· Jean-Michel Arrighi, Democracia representativa en el Sistema Interamericano (Secretario de Asuntos Jurídicos, OEA)
· María Gattinoni de Mujía, La independencia judicial en la jurisprudencia de la Corte Interamericana (Universidad Austral, Argentina)

· Dante Negro, Director, Departamento de Derecho Internacional, OEA 

 (20 minutos cada presentación: importancia del tema, evolución y necesidad de incorporarlo en la currícula)

10:00

Pausa café

10:30

Debate

12: 00

Almuerzo

14:30
Conferencias panel III: Desarrollos recientes en derecho internacional público
2 exponentes :

· Juan Carlos Murillo, Desarrollos recientes del Derecho Internacional de los Refugiados (ACNUR) 

· Herbert Simão, ONU 60 Anos/OEA (UNIDERP, Brasil) 



(20 minutos por presentación y 80 minutos para debate)

16:30

Conclusión

Jueves 20 de noviembre de 2008

08:30

Llegada de los participantes

09:00

Enseñanza del Derecho Internacional  

3 presentaciones:

· Charlotte Ku (University of Illinois, EEUU)

· Arturo Oropeza, (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México)

· Heloisa Helena de A. Portugal (Brasil)

(20 minutos cada presentación: importancia del tema, evolución y necesidad de incorporarlo en la currícula)

10:00

Pausa café

10:20

Debate

11: 20

Pausa café

11:30
 
Conclusiones y evaluación
12:00

Ceremonia de Clausura

-  
João Carlos Brandes Garcia, Presidente do Tribunal de Justiça do Estado de Mato Grosso do Sul

-
Edna Regina Batista Nunes da Cunha, Defensora General del Estado
-
Guilherme Marback Neto, Rector de la UNIDERP

-
Profesor Tércio de Albuquerque, Coordinador de las Jornadas de Derecho Internacional por parte de la UNIDERP

-  
Jean-Michel Arrighi, Secretario de Asuntos Jurídicos, OEA

-  
Dante Negro, Director, Departamento de Derecho Internacional, OEA

13:00

Almuerzo
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CURRICULUM

SECOND COURSE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP)

[AG/RES. 2293 (XXXVII-O/07)]

January 24, 2008

Room Padilha Vidal, Washington, D.C.

CURRICULUM

SECOND COURSE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP)

[AG/RES. 2293 (XXXVII-O/07)]

January 24, 2008

Room Padilha Vidal, Washington, D.C.

General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2293 (XXXVII O/07) “Promotion of International Humanitarian Law,” requires that the OAS Office of International Law, in coordination with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), organize a second course on international humanitarian law (IHL) for staff of the permanent missions and the General Secretariat, and other students of the subject.

The course on IHL will last one day and cover the fundamental sources and rules of IHL and its application in the inter-American system.  It will comprise the following modules:

Registration: 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

I.
Opening Remarks and Structure of the Course:

Hour: 9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

▪
Ambassador Roberto Alvarez Gil


President, Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic

▪
Angela Gussing


Head of Operations – Latin America and the Caribbean


International Committee of the Red Cross

▪
Dante Negro


Director, Office of International Law


Organization of American States

II.
Introduction: Topics Covered in the First Course on IHL:

Hour: 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

▪
Professor: Anton Camen


Legal Advisor for Latin America and the Caribbean 


International Committee of the Red Cross


Mexico City, Mexico

Description: This component of the course will cover the following issues: What are the primary treaty and customary sources of contemporary IHL? What are the differences between ius in bello and ius ad bellum?  What is the definition of an armed conflict?  What persons and objects are protected by IHL? What are the points of convergence between IHL, international human rights law and international criminal law?

▪
Question/Answer Period: 11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
III.
Protection of Civilians in Modern Conflicts:
Hora: 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

▪
Profesor: Juan Amaya Castro


Professor of International Humanitarian Law


Universidad para la Paz


San Jose, Costa Rica 

Description: This component of the course will cover the following issues: What are the criteria distinguishing combatants from non-combatants? How is the protection of civilians carried out amidst warfare? Are there gaps in protection of victims of armed conflicts. In particular, what is the status and what are the rights of refugees and internally displaced people? How is the status and treatment of detainees determined? What happens to their protected status after the end of hostilities? Key IHL provisions and case studies will be used to discuss specific protections benefiting groups of persons and the situation of captured civilians.

▪
Question/Answer Perios: 12:15 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Lunch break: 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

IV.
Role of IHL in the Inter-American System:
Hour: 2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.

▪
Professor: John M. Wilson


Legal Adviser, Office of International Law


Organization of American States


Washington, D.C.

Description: This component of the course will cover the following issues: How does the OAS and its member states promote the protection of IHL? What OAS resolutions and Inter-American activities deal directly or indirectly with IHL? How does the OAS promote the protection of persons and objects in armed conflicts? What activities and mandates of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities apply IHL? In what capacities and in what respective spheres does this work impact the implementation of IHL in the region?

▪
Question/Answer Perios: 2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

V.
Implementing and Enforcing International Humanitarian Law Today:
Hora: 3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

▪
Profesor: Constantino Riquelme Ortiz


Professor of International Humanitarian Law


Universidad Santa Maria La Antigua 


Panama, Panama

Description: This component of the course will cover the following issues: How does IHL view contemporary armed conflicts? What are the problems and practical consequences of categorizing conflicts? What are the thresholds of applicability of IHL? What are the mechanisms, institutions and practices for implementing and enforcing IHL, particularly in the Americas? Case studies will illustrate the application of key IHL concepts and the definition of international and non-international armed conflict and terrorist acts; as well as distinguish situations of internal violence and tensions from armed conflict, depicting the consequences of the differential set of applicable obligations, rights and protections in such situations.  The discussion will also focus on the adoption of domestic laws, the role of preventive measures, and dissemination activities to facilitate the respect and implementation of IHL. Moreover, enforcement of IHL will be examined through the role of the International Criminal Court. Examples will be drawn from contemporary IHL practice in the Americas.

▪
Preguntas y Comentarios: 3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

VI.
Role of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Current Conflicts:
Hora: 4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.

▪
Professor: Angela Gussing


Head of Operations – Latin America and the Caribbean


International Committee of the Red Cross


Geneva, Switzerland

Description: This component of the course will cover the following issues: What are the sources of ICRC's mandate? How are the principles of neutrality, independence and humanity upheld and carried out? What are some of the main challenges in protecting and assisting victims of contemporary armed conflicts? How is the ICRC relevant in peacetime? What are the relations and functions of the ICRC and the national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies? Key insights into this unique organization -- its objectives and principles, how it works, why it works in a certain way and who, ultimately, are the beneficiaries of its actions -- will be provided. 

▪
Preguntas y Comentarios: 4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

VII.
Closing Remarks:
Hour: 5:00 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.

▪
Geoff Loane


Head of Delegation – United States and Canada


International Committee of the Red Cross


Washington, D.C.

▪
Jean Michel Arrighi

Director 


Department of International Legal Affairs


Organization of American States

Distribution of certificates of participation: 5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
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CURRICULUM

THIRD COURSE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP)

[AG/RES. 2433 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

Date:  December 4, 2008

Washington, D.C.

Simón Bolívar Room


General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2433 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Promotion of International Humanitarian Law,” requires that the OAS Office of International Law, in coordination with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), organize a third course on international humanitarian law (IHL) for staff of the permanent missions and the General Secretariat, and other students of the subject.

This third course will last one day and cover the two topics of principal importance on IHL, the Means and Methods of Warfare (including Cluster Munitions) and the use of Private Military/Security Companies in situations of armed conflict. It will comprise the following modules:

Registration: 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

I.
Opening Remarks and Structure of the Course:

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

· Ambassador María del Luján Flores

Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS


Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 

· Geoff Loane

Head of the Regional Delegation of the United States and Canada

International Committee of the Red Cross 

· John M. Wilson


Principal Legal Officer


Department of International Law

II. Introduction to International Humanitarian Law (IHL)

10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

· Professor:  Juan Carlos Sainz

Visiting Professor


American University – Washington College of Law


Washington, D.C.

Basic introduction to the set of norms applicable in times of armed conflict and designed to protect people who are not, or no longer, participating in hostilities, as well as to limit the means and methods of warfare.

10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.:  Questions and comments

III.
PART ONE – The Means and Methods of Warfare:
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

· Professor:  Thomas B. Heinemann



Attorney-Adviser – Political-Military Section




Legal Adviser’s Office, United States Department of State




Washington, D.C.  
2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.

· Professor:  Romaric Ferraro


Legal Advisor


Regional Delegation for Mexico, Central America and the Spanish-Speaking 
Caribbean


International Committee of the Red Cross


Mexico City


Weapons are an integral feature of every war and the use of weapons is as old as war itself. States hold ultimate responsibility for weapons and determine their development and use. Yet states that are part of an armed conflict are not free to choose the weapons and conduct of military operations by which they wage war. Nowadays, the means and methods of warfare are restricted by a network of conventions, protocols, and declarations, and by the customary rules of the law of war. In the absence of a particular rule of international law dealing with a specific weapon, its use is governed by the general principles of international humanitarian law. Under modern law, weapons and strategies and tactics used should not be of a nature to cause greater injury or suffering than is necessary for military purposes; military objectives and civilians or civilian property should not be struck without distinction; and no widespread, long-term, and severe damage should be caused to the natural environment. Specifically, the methods of warfare are circumscribed, forbidding, for example, the use of terror, famine, reprisals against protected persons and objects, pillage, taking of hostages, etc.


This part of the course will address the following major questions: What weapons are allowed in warfare? What, if any, restrictions limit their use in armed conflict? What are the legal sources for the prohibitions and restrictions placed on weapons and on methods aimed at securing military victory? How are rules regarding means and methods of warfare enforced, and can violations thereof be prevented? Particular weapons, including cluster munitions, anti-vehicle mines, and “non-lethal weapons,” will serve to illustrate the principles and rules applicable to means of warfare.

2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.:  Questions and comments
IV.
PART TWO – Private Military/Security Companies:
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

· Professor:  Andrea Bosshard Kononov

First Secretary, Legal and Political Affairs


Embassy of Switzerland


Washington, D.C.

Personnel hired to provide military services have often been present in armed conflicts. During the 1960s and 1970s, this situation had been mainly associated with covert, mercenary activity, and led to the adoption of legal provisions limiting their use.  Recently, however, companies have emerged to serve states, multinational corporations, and international organizations in a range of capacities.  In armed conflict, international humanitarian law regulates the activities of these companies and the responsibilities of states that hire them.  The law also places obligations on the governments of countries where private military/security companies are registered or incorporated, and where they operate. National regulation, however, is still rare. States have a role to play first as contractors. Considered selection, contracting, and oversight procedures and standards may help promote respect for international law by companies and their staff.  Also, territorial and exporting states may consider adopting regulations to increase control and promote accountability. 


This part of the course will seek to clarify the existing obligations of states and other actors in relation to private military/security companies under international humanitarian law.  Moreover, on the subject, efforts initiated by the Swiss government to develop good practices to assist states in respecting and ensuring respect for international law will be discussed.

4:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.:  Questions and comments
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V.
Closing of the course:
4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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CURRICULUM

COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS/ INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION ON MIGRATION INTRODUCTORY COURSE ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANT, INCLUDING MIGRANT WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

March 6 , 2008

Room Libertador Simon Bolivar

OAS Headquarters, Washington, D.C.

CURRICULUM

COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS/ INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION ON MIGRATION INTRODUCTORY COURSE ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANT, INCLUDING MIGRANT WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

March 6 , 2008

Room Libertador Simon Bolivar

OAS Headquarters, Washington, D.C.


An Introductory Course on the Human Rights of Migrant Workers, including Migrant Workers and Their Families, organized by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the International Organization on Migration, would be held pursuant to General Assembly Resolutions AG/RES. 2264 on the Development of International Law and AG/RES. 2289 on the Human Rights of Migrant Workers and their Families, which require the dissemination of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families and the holding of courses on topics of interest to OAS member States.


The purpose of this Introductory Course is to provide a preliminary overview of migration terminology, State rights and obligations, and international legal instruments related to the human rights and labor rights of migrants.  The principal participants will be representatives of Member State Missions to the OAS and members of the General Secretariat. 

[Registration: 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.]

I.
Openning  Remarks / Structure of the Course:

Time: 9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

▪
Amb. Roberto Alvarez Gil

President, Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

Permanent Representative, Dominican Republic

▪
Anke Strauss

Liaison Officer

International Organization for Migration

Office of the Permanent Observer to the United Nations

New York, NY

▪
Dante Negro

Director, Office of International Law

Organization of American States

II.
International Context of Migrations

Time: 10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

▪
Professor: Berta Fernández Alfaro

Program Officer 

International Organization on Migration

Washington, D.C.
Description: This component of the course will cover the paradigm and principal challenges in the architecture of international migration law; it will provide a basic introduction to international instruments and norms on migration; it will make emphasis on the international governability of migration as well as recent international trends concerning customary law. 

▪
Questions and Comments:10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

III.
State Sovereignty and Responsibilty:
Time: 11:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

▪
Professor: Katarina Tomolova

Associate Legal Officer

International Organization on Migration

Geneva, Switzerland

Description: This component of the course will cover State sovereignty and responsibility, on one hand, and rights and obligations of migrants, on the other, including specific protection of vulnerable groups of migrants (including women and children), and political rights during diasapora.  Specifically, this component will cover the rights of States with respect to admission, detention, and expulsion of migrants, including topics of national security, consular assistance and protection, as well as the rights and obligations of migrant workers and their families (education, health, etc.)

▪
Comments and Questions:11:45 p.m. – 12:00 p.m.

IV.  
Perspectives for the Protection of Migrants in the Hemisphere:

Time: 12:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

▪
Professor: Maria del Lujan Flores

Permanent Representative/Uruguay

President: PC Special Committee on Migration


 Washington, D.C.
Desription: This component of the course will provide a general overview of the international legal framework toward possible conventional and institutional developments for the protection of migrants in the Americas. 

▪
Comments and Questions:12:15 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.

[12:30 – 2:00 Lunch Break]

VI. 
Rights of Migrant Workers:
Time: 2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.

▪
Professor: Armand F. Pereira

Representative to the Multilateral Institutions in Washington

Director of the Office for the United States.

International Labor Organization

Washington, D.C.

Description: This component of the course will cover the rights of migrant workers and the Conventions of the Internatioanl Labor Organization within the context of labor law, human rights law, and the protection of migrant workers and their families.

▪
Comments and Questions: 2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

VII. 
Contributions of the Inter-American System:
Time: 3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

▪
Professor: John M. Wilson

Legal Advisor, Office of International Law

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Description: This component of the course will cover the contributions of the Inter-American system to the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants and their families, with particular emphasis on the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and their Families, as well as legislation and instruments on migration law, OAS efforts and caselaw of the Inter-American Court on Human Rights. 

▪
Comments and Questions: 3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

VIII.
Human Trafficking and Smuggling:
Time: 4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.

▪
Professor: Anke Strauss

Liaison Officer

International Organization on Migration

Office of the Permanent Observer to the United Nations

New York, NY
Description: This component of the course will cover the diferences between human trafficking, on one hand, and smuggling, on the other, the legal regimens applicable to each, and the human rights of persons subject of both trafficking and smuggling in the context of migration. This component will also cover best practices in the hemisphere to provide illustrations on the topic. 
▪
Questions and Comments: 4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

IX.
Closing Remarks:
Time: 5:00 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.

▪
Niurka Pineiro


Regional coordinator for Media and External Relations



International Organization on Migration

Washington, D.C.


▪
Armand F. Pereira

Director of the Office for the United States.

International Labor Organization

Washington, D.C.

▪
Jean Michel Arrighi

Director

Department of International Legal Affairs

Organization of American States
· Presentation: Certificates of Participation: 5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
ANNEX VIII

Catalog 2008 – Online Bookstore

http://www.oas.org/dil/publications_catalogue.htm
	
	Workshops on International Law (Nicaragua, 2007) 
Universidad Centroamericana 
Managua, Nicaragua
ISBN: 978-0-8270-5236-9
Publication Date: 2008
Number of pages: 301
Language: original language in which the conference was given
Price: U$S 35 
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	XXXIV Course on International Law (2007) 
“Legal Aspects of Regional Development”
ISBN: 978-0-8270-5218-5
Publication Date: 2008
Number of pages: 509
Language: original language in which the courses were presented
Price: U$S 40 
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	1st Course on International Humanitarian Law (2007) 
ISBN: 978-0-8270-5156-0
Publication Date: 2007
Number of pages: 415
Language: English
Price: Coming soon for download!!!

	
	Workshops on International Law (Argentina, 2006) 
Austral University - Foreign Service Institute
Buenos Aires, Argentina
ISBN: 0-8270-5112-3
Publication Date: 2007
Number of pages: 730
Language: original language in which the conference was given
Price: U$S 35
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	Workshops on International Law (Canada, 2005) 
University of Ottawa - Faculty of Law
Ottawa, Canada
ISBN: 0-8270-5014-3
Publication Date: 2006
Number of pages: 684
Language: original language in which the conference was given
Price: U$S 35 
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	XXXIII Course on International Law (2006) 
“International Law in the Americas: 100 years of the Inter-American Juridical Committee”
ISBN: 0-8270-5079-8
Publication Date: 2007
Number of pages: 534
Language: original language in which the courses were presented
Price: U$S 40
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	XXXII Course on International Law (2005) 
"International Law, Trade, Finance ad Development"
ISBN: 0-8270-4951-X
Publication Date: 2006
Number of pages: 626
Language: original language in which the courses were presented
Price: U$S 40
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