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DRAFT RESOLUTION


PROGRAM OF ACTION FOR THE DECADE OF THE AMERICAS FOR
THE RIGHTS AND DIGNITY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (2006-2016) 
AND SUPPORT FOR ITS TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT (SEDISCAP)

(Presented by the delegation of Peru, co-sponsored by Chile)
(Approved by the CAJP at its meeting of May 24, 2010)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that, in the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar del Plata, Argentina, November 2005), the Heads of State and Government instructed the Organization of American States (OAS) to “consider at the next OAS period of regular sessions of the General Assembly to be held in the Dominican Republic, a Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), together with a program of action”;

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1249 (XXIII-O/93) and AG/RES. 1356 (XXV-O/95), “Situation of Persons with Disabilities in the American Hemisphere”; AG/RES. 1369 (XXVI-O/96), “Panama Commitment to Persons with Disabilities in the American Hemisphere”; AG/RES. 2230 (XXXVI-O/06), “Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities”; AG/RES. 2339 (XXXVII-O/07), by which was adopted the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016); AG/RES. 2365 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2464 (XXXIX-O/09), “Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for Its Technical Secretariat” (SEDISCAP); 
BEARING IN MIND:

The Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), adopted in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, with the theme “Equality, Dignity, and Participation” AG/DEC. 50 (XXXVI-O/06), the objectives of which are the recognition and full exercise of the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities and their right to participate fully in economic, social, cultural, and political life and in the development of their societies, without discrimination and on an equal basis with others; and

The need, during the aforementioned Decade, to undertake programs, plans, and measures to bring about the inclusion of and full participation by persons with disabilities in all aspects of society; to carry out social, political, economic, cultural, and development programs that afford such persons opportunities; and to promote effective measures to prevent new disabilities and provide persons with disabilities access to rehabilitation services and programs, on an equal basis with others;
CONSIDERING:

That the Program of Action assigns the coordination of its execution to a technical secretariat, hereinafter referred to as SEDISCAP, the purpose of which is to provide support to member states, persons with disabilities and their organizations, and OAS bodies, to follow up on the commitments set forth therein and the planning of activities in pursuit of its specific aims and measures; 

Resolution CP/RES. 926 (1625/08), “Installation in Panama of the Technical Secretariat for the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006(2016)”; and that said Technical Secretariat was inaugurated on June 5, 2008;
The progress report presented by SEDISCAP on February 3, 2010 at a regular meeting of the Permanent Council in response to a note from the Permanent Mission of Panama (CP/INF.5973/10), which makes evident the Technical Secretariat’s critical financial situation;

That, thanks to financial resources generously provided by the Government of the Republic of Panama, for two years, SEDISCAP has been able to function, contributing to the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016); and that these financial resources very shortly will be exhausted, that new contributions have not been made to the Fund for Voluntary Contributions, and that, therefore, urgent steps must be taken to ensure the continuity of SEDICAP and the strengthening thereof; and
PROFOUNDLY CONCERNED over SEDISCAP’s severe financial crisis, which seriously threatens not only its continued existence as an institution but also the fulfillment of the objectives of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016),
RESOLVES:

1.
To thank the Government of the Republic of Panama for its steadfast and effective support for the Program of Action and for the installation in Panama City of the Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP).


2.
To instruct the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities to make, at its next meeting, an exhaustive evaluation of the operations of SEDISCAP, and to draw up recommendations to ensure its sustainability in the remainder of the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016).  The results of that evaluation shall be submitted to the Permanent Council for its consideration. 

3.
To request the General Secretariat to provide the broadest technical and administrative support for the tasks assigned herein to the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

4. To reiterate the importance of contributing to the Specific Fund for Voluntary Contributions established by the Permanent Council, the purpose of which is to support SEDISCAP operations; to invite the member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and public and private entities, whether national or international, to make contributions to that fund in accordance with the Charter of the Organization of American States and the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat; and to ask the Secretary General to take steps to raise new funds for that Specific Fund.
5. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of its activities shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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